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Foreign ARTICLES. 

Nationa, Irems—various items, naval, &c. 

Srates oF THE Unton—Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ohio, Illinois, 
Arkansas. 

ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNORS OF MarYLAND 
anp Onto. 
~ Potrricat—presidential, calculations of the Madiso- 
nian, Mr. Buchanans’ letter withdrawing from the con- 
test, Mr. Calhoun not withdrawn, letters from Henry 
Clay. 

AMERICAN DEMOcRAcy—by Lord Brougham. 

CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. 

CHRONICLF. 





U. Srates Senator rrom Maryuanp. The iegisla- 
ture went into an election fur a senator to succeed Joun 
Leeps Kerr, esq., whose time expired on the 4thof 
March las!, and who declined a re-nomination. The 
senate in their message nominated James A. Pearce, 
esq., Of Kent county. No other nomination was made. 
Mr. P. received 59 votes,and there were 36 blank and 
scartering votes. Mr. P. was thereupon declared to be 
duly elected. 


CONGRESS. On Tuvurspay. In the senate. Mr. 
Arcutson’s billior establishing a government over the 
Oregon Territory, was read and referred to the select 
committe on that subject. Mr. Attn proposed a re- 
solution calling upon the executive for copies of the in- 
structions given, and correspondence of our minister 
with the British minister in relation to the Oregon— 
which lay over for consideration. <A proportion of the 
usual business wa3 transacted, after which the senate 
went into executive session,—which Mr. Allen, by the 
way, has proposed a rule, requiring to be held in future 
with open doors. 

In the house of representatives. Notice of bills. By 
Mr. Payne: 'To repeal the law for distributing the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands amongst the states. 

By Mr. Weller: To continue in force the act incorpo- 
rating the City of Washington. 

By Mr. Steenrod: For appropriations for the construe- 
tion of the Cumberland Road through the states of Ohio, 
Indiana, Ulinois, and Virginia. 

By Mr. Slidell: To provide for the adjustment of land 
claims in Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
and Missouri, and Iowa Territory. 

A bill to confirm the entryof public land in certain 
cases. 

A bill to exempt from duty, cotton imported into the 
U. States from Texas. 

By Mr. Seymour: A bill relative to pensions. 

By Mr. Norris, of Pa: For the construction of adry 
dock, at the navy yard, Ph ladelphia. 

By Cave Johnson: A bill relative to the duty on salt. 

Various memorials and*petitions were received and re- 


ferred. One presented by Mr. Giddings, professing to | 
be from a free man, born free, “and now confined in | 


jail without cause, in the City of Washington, and ad- 
vertised to be sold as a slave,” caused some excitement. 

A motion to lav iton the table was negatived by veas 
and nays, yeas 55, nays 100. Mr. Giddings’ motion to 
refer it to a select commitiee, afier further debate, was 
ruled bythe Speaker imperatively to lay over, and the 
subject was dropped for the day. 

The debate on Mr. [Hale's resolution relative to the home 
squadron was then resumed. Mr. Hale spoke at length 
onthe subject. Mr. Giddings then obtatned the flvor.— 
An ineffectual attempt was made by Mr. Barnard, to in- 
duce the House to go into committee of the whole, so as 
to have the residue of the President's message referred: 
and Mr. G. proceeded to speak. When he concluded, 
Mr. Weller called tor the previous question, but a quo- 
rum was found wanting,—and after receiving an execu- 
tive message—and a jeter from Mr. Rhett declining to 
serve on the committee to which was referred the 
Massachusetts resolutions, and excusing him, the house 
adjourned. 


On Friday Mr. Giddings’ motion ta refer the above 
memorial was warmly debated, an amendment, substi- 
tuting the con;mittee un the judiciary was carricd, and to 
them the memorial was referred. — 


"tT 01. . mn 
Pre 2ist Rute. The Washington correspondent of | 


the New York Journal of Commerce writes on the 23th, 
thatthe Van Buren majority ot the house have, on con- 
Sultation, determined to rescind the twenty first rule.— 
lhis rule has kept the House of Representatives, for the 
last ten years incessantly in turmoil, and we verily be- 
lieve has given ten times the weight to pulitical abolition. 
ism which itever would have acquired without the aid 
of that error. ‘I'he senate have had no such rule, and 
Consequently no such disorder or interruption of busi- 
ness. “The right of petition” is considered a very sa- 
cred right, by the great body of the people. 7 
Vol. XV.—Sig. 18 


we 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


A CONVENTION WITH MEXICO. 
_ EGYPT. |. The National Intelligencer of the 29th instant 
The presentation of the Marquis de Lavalette, |... 4 messenger despatched by Gen. Thompson, 
consul-general of France, Pai. nishemet Ali, took our Minister at Mexico, arrived in this city on Tues- 
place at Alexandria iy the 27th of October, and he day last, having left the city of Mexico on 22d ult. 
was received at the citadel, the royal residence, with | jm mediately after the conclusion there, by our Min- 
the customary ceremonies; but it is said that the re-| ister of a Convention with the Government of that 
ception given to the new consul had something in I) Republic, the object of which is understood to be to 
ss madera ee M. eens wate make provision in favor of hitherto unsettled claims 
ceived as a present a fine horse and a super) sabre, of American citizens for indemnities. This news 
i i 2c stones. The Marchioness| .,-; 3 : 
enriched with precious stones. The, Marchioness| willbe acceptable tothe holders of such claims, an 
: : ; oad s, besides, as far as it goes, additional evi- 
poh Posy ste a a to reece ae Rete + dence of the disposition of Mexico to maintain friend- 
articular favor was readily grantec fr, Sl te relations wi ‘ay pes 
Liehinete carried his courtesy so far as to go to the iy relations with the United States 
apartment of his daughter to receive Madame Lava- 
lette in person, where the most cordial welcome was 
given her, and every kind of oriental luxury dis-| 
played. Madame Lavalette asked permission to | 
offer the ladies omy pieces * pect ony Lyons gi acres, making two millions of dollars, exceeding the 
which were joyfully accepted, and in return she re-| amount received the preceding year by $600,000. 
ceived a full dress of the oriental fashion, of the | Of the sales, not sore’ than 10-000 weet etek atin 
richest kind. In fact, the viceroy on CvEry OCCasion | sold above the minimum price, owing, as the com- 
displays the greatest sympathy with France andj missioner thinks, to the operation of the pre-emption 
Frenchmen. ; |Jaws, which enable the actual settler to secure the 
CUBA. (choicest Jands at the minimum price. During the 
The new governor general is administering justice |same period more than ten thousand patents have 
in the most summary manner on all culprits, and | been transmitted, and all that have been prepared 
promptly executing those found guilty of heinous | have been signed. (Nat. Int. 
offences; thus sustaining the character which he won| a 
in Spain for vigor and decision. He bids fair to tread | NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 
in the footsteps of Tacon, an illustrious predecessor! A meeting oi the board of management and other 
in the government of the Island of Cuba. A corres- | members of the National Institute was held one day 
| 
| 
| 














THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
The communication from the General Land Office 
yesterday laid before Congress shows the sales of 
lands for the last year to have amounted to 1,639,674 








pondent or the Savannah Republican from Havana last week at the office of the Secretary of State, for 
‘recommends that foreign travellers who visit the the purpose of memorializing Congress at its present 
‘island should always take with them a passport | Session in Its behalf, and of settling other matters con- 
‘issued or verified by a Spanish consul, without which | nected therewith and of great interest to the*public. 
| they will be sure to be fined from ten to twenty-five| The Hon. Jonn Quiycy Apams was called to the 
‘dollars, and probably be subjected to other inconve- | chair, anc the Hon. Josern R. INGeRsou, of Phila- 
| niences. delphia, appointed Secretary. After the meeting had 
EUROPE— HER DEBTS. | been duly organized, the Hon. Cuar.es J. Incer- 
| The debts of Europe, is the subject of an interest- | 





soi, Of Philadelphia, introduced a series of resolu- 
|. . : es | ti with a few brief | ti »marks hig 
‘ing article in the late number of Hunt’s Magazine.— | tions hin diethe to a ‘aa sets irene highly 
From this it appears that every nation in Europe, | oo cto cnt y ie Institute and favorable to its 
without exception, is heavily in debt. Each of the tage cuctaeen aaa ee ' he H M 
| petty German states paysa large amount of interest. yo or the ite nei Ing rue ie } a Mr. 
| The aggregate of the debts of the thirty nine sover- | deen sn the pie a ni theta tags | to deliver an 
‘eignties is 10,499,71",000 German dollars, equal to rn > Halead Stat ~—e nets ing of the scientific men of 
82 cents of our currency. The English debt swal- oan hen A wera Det congs this city “of 9 “h 
‘lows up in interest, more than one half of the revenue mrs ‘it tite * aaah a A © ree ae of t + ytd 
‘out of which it is to be supported. Debt about £800,- | “pete vn leli hon r wih 1@ Honorable Joun Quixcy 
000,000, interest £28,000,000 a year. It would re- | vena = th = sa at pte discourse before the 
| quire ten millions a year foreighty years to pay the | "TUNG, 0° caine to ne se ected by that gentleman, 





‘principal of this immense debt. We extract from and of which due public pa oie be given. 
the full table the following estimates of the debts of | [National Intelligencer. 


the larger powers. THE OREGON EMIGRANTS. 


Average of debt to 


5 | Eight of the emigants had died from the hardships 
On res os ew = a |to which they were exposed. The government ake 
eg ha . kerry 0) 000 pts | veying company will return about the first of Janu- 
| England, Mai ay < 000 “90 ary, by the way of the Yellow Stone. On the 16th 
Frankton the Main 9 000. ” of September, they surveyed Great Salt Lake, sup- 
France, 1,800,000 or iy |posed to empty into the Pacific, and computed its 
Bremen, pea spine +: \jength to be 200 miles, and its breadth 100. They 
Hamburg, , espe U do | were not molested by the Indians, except atthe head 
Denmark, 93,000, “v4 44 ‘of the North Fork, on which occasion the sight of a 
= sere Bp rcipe a _ twelve-pound howitzer soon caused the savages to 
Portuga ’ 467 | 0 000 35 desist from all hostile movements. They were left 
Spain, poe “ a pte by the men who returned, at Fort Hall, in the Ore- 
Sorciue 190-000-000 *0 | gon territory—one of the forts belonging to the Hud- 
9 <VU, : * , ‘ , 
Papal states, 67.000.000 a ac, Die, Sn 
Naples, 126,000,000 16 | 
Prussia, 150,000,000 Il | Is rather a ticklish Oosapatteh oda Coop, convict- 
Russia and Poland, 545,000 000 9 ; 


ed at Philadelphia of smuggling a thousand dollars’ 
How is it possible for the governments of Europe | worth of watches, &c. in the packet ship Shenandoah, 
with such a mass of debts upon their shoulders, to | besides forfeiting the smuggled property, has been sen- 
adopta system of free trade? Inaddition to the pay- | tenced to a fine of $50, the vusts of the pruseculion, 


ment of the annual i,terest on the above ten anda and a residence of tour months ia the penitentiary. 
half millions of dollars, the current expenses for the 


support of royalty and the armies and navies by | 
| 





ARREST 
which it is everywhere upheld, call for a much larg- AND DELIVERY UP OF A CRIMINAL. 

er revenue than can be raised by any system of di-| A murderer, says the Kingston, Canada Chronicle, 
rect taxation alone. How absurd then to suppose , has been at large for 18 months in the vicinity of this 
thatthey will admit the productions of American | town, who under the Ashburton treaty has been ar- 
industry to be consumed on the payment of a less | rested, and is at last likely to meet the punishment 
tax than is imposed upon the products of their own} due to his crime, Jt appears that some three weeks 
home industry. Will they love foreigners better lagu the American government applied through tle 


than themselves: [Buffalo Com. 4dv. | British minister at Washington, tor the arrest of a 
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man named Denniston Rogers, who murdered his 
wife about 18 months ago at Cooperstown, New 
York. His excellency the governor general caused 
immediate instructions to be given to our energetic 
sheriff, who lost no time in seeking out the accused; 
he was found on Saturday about 23 miles from town 
—and in five hours afterwards was safely lodged in 
Kingston gaol. On Monday morning the sheriff 
communicated the fact to the government, and re- 
ceived orders the same day to hand him over to the 
American authorities, which was done accordingly. 
It is worty of remara that this man’s arrest Is entire- 
ly owing to the activity displayed by the sheriff, as 
the accused’s brother arrived here on the day of his 
arrest for the purpose of putting him on the alert. 


LONDON TIMES, 
AND GENERAL DUFF GREEN. 

The London Times concludes a pithy article in re- 
lation to General Duff Green, and his letters, in this 
sarcastic manner. 

“Not satisfied with carrving the war into our 
country, he wants to gel something more outof us. 
He thinks we have not yet been swindled enough, 
and coolly proposes thatwe should again turn our 

ockets inside out for him. Last time it was by di- 
Now it 
is by relaxation of duties in favor of American pro- 
duce. If we would be thought to possess a particle 
of honesty or philanthropy—says this diplomatic 
agent of the most bitterly protective country in the 
the world—we must adopt a liberal, commercial po- 
licy. To be sure, wedid make one move in that di- 
rection, and America met it by putting on the duties 
which we took off. But next time we shall have 
better Iuck. General Duff Green tells us so. Free 
trade will be carried in congress, and whether car- 
ried or not, we shall at any rate have the consolation 
of believing that General Duff Green has advocated 
it. “Lam for free trade.” “I willurge it with what 
influence I may have, as a means of preserving peace 
and promoting the prosperity of both countries.” A 
full and complete satisfaction, doubtless, for all the 
concessions which Great Britain isto make! We 
are to be plundered and deceived—our unpaid loans 
are to build the American railroads—our manufac- 





tures areto pay the American taxes; but Gen. Duff 
Green will have used his influence for us! General 
Duff Green will have proposed in congress to light- 
en some@f our burdens! 

Even this is not all The man has not yet done| 
putting his band into our pockets. If, he tells us, 
America fails to grant us a reform of her tariff, it 
will be because we claim our rights on the Oregon. 
Let but England admit American produce unrestrict- 
edly to English markets, and concede unrestrictedly 
to American claims on the Pacific, and then, indeed, 
General Green will talk about it, and the congress 
will think about it. 

This is, was,ahd wil! be, the American cry— 
“Give! Give! Give!” But the English counter-ery 
will be—Pay! Pay! Pay!” Before you ask us to be- 
lieve a single word you say—before you expect us 
to entertain a single argument you use— ‘pay your 
debts.” Till then, you have no right to a place 
among honest nations—you have no claim to ordina- 
ry credit or common courtesy. Unless you come 
with your money in your hand and pay down upon 
delivery, buy not at all, barter not at all—we need 
not say borrow not at all—and if you niust needs be 
negotiating, negotiate with the convicts of Botany 


Bay.” 


THE NAVY. 
UNITED STATES VESSELS REPORTED. 


The U.S. brig Oregon Lieut. Percey, arrived at | 


N. York on the 26th from Pensaeola, and proceded 
immediately to the navy yard. 

About two hundred ship carpenters were discharg- 
ed at the Washington navy yard on Thursday last, 

The U. S. schooner Phoenix Licut. Com, Sinclair, 
sailed from Norfolk for Chagres, with despatches for 
the squadron in the Pacific ocean. From thence she 
is directed to cruise in search of the doubtful island 


cost of $2000. 





of Bax del Comboy, said to have Jately been thrown 
up on the south side of Cuba, near the isle of Pines. 

Navat Monument at Mount Avsurn. A new 
charm is added to this sacred resting place for the 


dead. A beautiful cenotaph of native marble has just| the great sealof England, with large powers and 
been erected by the officers and scientific corps of the | privileges, by the name of Pennsylvania, a name the 
late exploring expedition, to the memory of four of| king would give it in honor of my father. I chose 
their promising young associates, who lost their lives! New Wales, being, as_ this, 


in the service of their country. 


brave men, end is touchingly displayed in this plain, 
but beautiful and appropriate 


incr simple story— 


| 


_ business here, 


| 


monument, on which, | lands; for | proposed, wien the secretary, a Welch- 
under chaplets of exquisitely wrought flowers, each) man, refused to have it called New Wales, Sylvania, | 
furming the shape of an urn, Is inscribed the follow-| and they added Penn to it; and though | much op- | 


—_ e 








On the first side: 
To the memory of 
Lieut Josern A. Unpenwoop, 
Mid’n Wirxtes Henry, U.S. Navy. 
On the second side: 
- To the memory of 
Passed Midshipmen 
Jas. W. E. Rem, 
Freperick A. Baco® U.S. N. 
On the third side: 
This cenotaph is erected by 
Their Associates, 
the officers and scientific corps of the 
U.S. Exploring Expedition. 

On the fourth side: 

Lieut. Unperwoop and Midshipman Henry 
fell by the hands of savages, while 
promoting the cause of science 
and philanthropy, at 
Mololo, one of the Figi group of Islands, 
July 24, 1840. 

Passed Midshipmen Reip and Bacon, were 
lost at sea, off Cape Horn 
May, 1839. 

The massacre of young Underwood and Henry, 
was the most melancholy event of the whole cruise, 
of the exploring expedition. They were murdered 
in sight of Lieut. Alden and his party, who were 
hastening to their assistance—but unable to reach 
the shore with their boats, were obliged to moor them 
atthe distance ofa mile, and then wading up to 
their waists, they fired on the savages as they advan- 
ced,and thus fortunately arrived in time to save the 
dodies of their comrades from the pollution of those 
cannibals, whose horrid propensities they had frequent 
opportunities to witness. 

Passed Midshipmen Reid and Bacon were on board 
the Sea Gull, and sailed from Cape Horn in eompany 
with the Flying Fish, commanded by the gallant 
Knox, who not liking the appearance of the weather, 
returned into harbor—the Sea Gull having twelve or 
fourteen persons on board, proceeded, and has never 
since been heard of. 

Lieuts. Alden and Johnson, with Mr. Drayton of 
the Scientific corps, were appointed a committee to 
carry out the wishes of their associates, in erecting a 
monument to the memory of the departed—and they 
have performed the duty ina manner which cannot 
fail to liave the highest satisfaction to all concerned. 

This cenotaph is an Egyptian obelisk, twenty-two 
feet high, and four feet at the base, erected at the 
The design’is by Drayton, and is in 
the finest style of pure, simple, monumental beauty 
—the execution by Struteers & Son of Philadelphia, 
is worthy of the design. [ Boston Mer. Jour. 
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REZODE XSLAND., 
The Providence Journal states, that there is a vio- 


lent scism between the adherents of t.:e late champion | 


Dorr, and those who think that the party have suffer- 
ed defeat in consequence of his ultra measures, and 
that he ought to be thrown overboard. Pearce, 
tandall and others of the prominent partizans belong 
to the latter class, but the great najority of the party 
adhere to Dorr, who notwithstanding he is in eon- 
finement under charges of having levied war against 
the state, have named him as one of the delegates to 
the Van Buren national convention to be held at Bal- 
timore in May next. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

ORIGIN OF THE NAME OF THE STATE—MODESTY OF 
irs FOUNDER. ‘The following letter copied from the 
original, and published in ‘Hazard’s - Register of 
Pennsylvania,’ some yeais since, may be new to most 
of our readers. It exhibits a characteristic in its 
author, notalways to be found in distinguished men 
of the present day: 

TO ROBERT TURNER. 
Oth of Ist Month, 1681. 

Dean FRIEND: My true love in the Lord salutes 
thee, and dear friends that love the Lord’s precious 
truth in these parts. Thine I have, and for my 
know that after many waitings, 
watchings, solicitings and disputes in council, this 
day my country was confirmed to me under 


}ed this Pennsylvania, which isthe high or head wood- 


. | a pretty hilly country, | 
This chivalry of} but Pennbeing Welsh for a head, as Penmanmoire in 
feeling, Which embalms the names and memory of} Wales, and Penrith in Cumberland, and Penn in 
brother officers, isa noble trait in the character of | Buckinghamshire, the highest land in England, eall- 


and altered, he said twas past, and would take it 
upon him; nor could twenty guineas move the under 
secretaries to vary the name; for! feared lest it 
should be looked on asa vanity in me, and not as a 
respect in the king, as it truly was, to my father, 
whom he often mentions with praise. Thou mayest 
communicate my grant to friends; and expect short- 
ly my proposals. °Tis aclear and just thing, and 
my God, that has given it me through many difficul- 
ties, vill, ] believe, bless and make it the seed of a 
nation. I shall have a tender care to the govern- 
ment, that it will be well laid at first. No more 
now, but dear love in the truth. Thy true friend, 
W. PENN.” 
Strate pest—Jupce Huston. We learn from the 
Harrisburg Intelligencer, that the venerable Judge 
Huston of the supreme court of this state, addressed 
u meeting of the citizens of Centre County on the 
30th ult., in which Pennsylvania and her situation, 
prospects and duties were the subjects of discussion, 
A brief sketch of his address is reported in the Bel- 
lefonte Whig, in which itis stated that he gave as 
his reason for addressing the people, that he was a 
Pennsylvanian, had received many evidences of the 
partiality of his native state, and acted solely from 
aconviction thatthe state debt ought to be paid as 
well as any other debt, and that the people ought to 
order it to be paid, because to do so is honest—and 
not to do so _is dishonest. He commented on repu- 
diation and the idea that the state could not be sued, 
and their effects upon public and private morals, as 
wellina religious point of view as in their effects 
upon the public prosperity; alluded to the credit 
which Pennsylvania had once enjoyed and the dis- 
grace into which she is now sunk. He recommend- 
ed a tax of five mills on the dollar, on real estate, 
which he said would be sufficient to meet the inte- 
rests of the state debt, and create a sinking fund for 
the extinguishment of the principal, if proper eco- 
nomy was used in the disbursement and expenses, 


| The judge next spoke of the extravagant use of the 


public money in all the departments of the govern- 
ment, and dwelt for ashort time upon the extra ex- 
penses, postage, &c., of the legislature. He iecom- 
mended rigid economy in ali the departments and 
strict justice against all defauulters., He concluded 
by offering several resolutions embracing the views 
above stated, which were adopted by acclamation. 
The following admirable sentiment is contained in 
the first of the series: 

‘Resolved, That honor, honesty, and religion re- 
quire that the debt of the state and the interest on 
it, ought to be paid,’ 5 

MARYLAND. 

Tue Leatstature assembled at Annapolis and 
commenced their annual session on the 25th inst. 

The Senate, organized by re-electing Ricuarp 
Tuomas, Esq. of St. Mary’s county, president, who, 
on taking his seat, made a very appropriate address 
to the senate; Joseph H. Nicholson, chief clerk, 
John N. Watkins, assistant clerk, Andrew Slicer, 
messenger, and Samuel Peaco, door keeper. 

The House, organized on Tuesday, by electing Wm. 
H. Warson, of Baltimore city, speaker, who, like- 
wise, appropriately addressed that body on assuming 
the duties of that station. The votes were for Wat- 
son, (whiz) 45; Jas. A. Stewart, (V. B.) 28; George 
G. Brewer, xq. (whig) was elected chief clerk; 
Benjamin E. Gantt, assistant clerk. 

Committee clerks—Harry D. Gough, Robert W. 
Carter, Otho Shipley, Wm. Lecompte, J. W. Rider. 


Sergeant-at-arms, L. J. M. Broadwater, of Somer- 
set county. 
Door-ke.per, Wm. B. Table, of Frederick county. 


THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 

Was communicated to both houses on Wednesday, 
and the usual number of copies was ordered to be 
printed. Not having room in-this number for the 
message entire, we are compelled to resort to the 
following extracis: 

The message commences with the following ac- 
count of the 

[STATE FINANCES. | 

The experience of the fast year justifies the large 
space allotted, in the annual message to your imme- 
diate predecessors, to the consideration of the con- 
dition of the financial affairs of Maryland. Motwith- 
standing the laborious and intelligent discussions of the 
whole subject in both branches of the last legislature, 
it has lost none of its interest; it is still surrounded 
by the most serious difficulties and embarrassments. 
The Jaws then passed intended to maintain the pub- 
lic faith, have signally failed to accomplish their pur- 
poses. Instead of diminishing, the public debt has 
daily augmented. At the close of the fiscal year 
1842, the debt, including arrearages for interest, Was, 





as stated by the treasurer, $16,071,079. On the 30th 
of November last, the close of the last fiseal year, 


posed it, and went to the king to have it struck out! the deht, including arrearages for interest, amounted 
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to $16,376,657 95. Thus the demands against the 
treasury, after exhausting the whole income and re- 
venues of the state, have increased within the period 
last mentioned, more than three hundred thousand 
dollars. The causes of this condition of affairs me- 
rit your most calm and careful consideration. 


It will be found that the ordinary revenue has suf- 
ficed to pay only the ordinary expenditures. The 
annual demands against the treasury on account of 
the bond debt of the state, over and above the re- 
ceipts from all the internal improvement compannies 
in which the state is interested, amount to $626,821 
16. The arrearages for interest on the same debt 
amount to $1,171,872 97. These twosums making 
$1,798,694 13, constitute the current demands against 
the treasury for the ensuing year, for the payment of 
which provision is to be made.* . 

The existing laws, if faithfully executed, will not 
supply the means to meet these large engagements. 
The treasury affords no data for ascertaining precise- 
ly, the amount of revenue that may be expected from 
their full and perfect execution. Enough is howe- 
ver known to justify the belief that they will not 
furnish, annually, supplies to the treasury amounting 
to more than $450,000. 

The whole property of the state was valued in 
1841 at $196,763,849 98. This assessment has been 
since reduced to $178,108,496 32. Assuming that 
there are other reductions in‘those counties from 
which the treasurer holds no returns, the whole pro- 
perty of the state subject to the taxes imposed by 
the act of April session 1841 and its supplements, 
may be estimated at $175,000,000, on which amount 
the tax of 25 cents in the hundred dollars directed 





* We have had, on a former occasion, to express 
regret that the governor should invariably select the 
worst possible light in which to represent the finan- 
cial condition of the state, and that, too, without 
qualifying that view by facts which very materially 
bear upon the statement. It is true, as the governor 
says, that the state liabilities now amount to over 
sixteen millions of dollars; but it is equally true that 
of those liabilities there are between three and four 
millions merely authorised, the state bonds consti- 
tuting which have not been used, and no expendi- 
tures have been predicated upon them. ‘They are 
yet in the hands of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road 
company, bearing no interest, and never have been, and 
perhaps never will be a charge upon the treasury. 
Besides this, the sinking fund, which the governor 
carefully avoids mentioning at all, although it was, 
with careful forethought, provided at the time the 
debt of the state was authorised, will, of itself, 
if as carefully carried out as it has thus far been, go 
far to liquidate the whole debt. This forgotten item 
of sinking fund now amounts to $1,283,394.09, which 
of course should have been deducted from the ag- 
gregate of the state debt, if it was intended to re- 
present the true condition of that debt. This sum, 
added to the amount of the bonds just referred to 
and not yet used, makes something over FouK MILLIONS 
AND A HALF, to be deducted from the amount which 
the governor places the debt at, leaving the amount 
of the actual debt between eleven and twelve mil- 
jions, instead of over sixteen millions; and of this, 


over one million 1s for arrears of interest, which is | 


not permanent debt and will probably be much re- 
duced by the payment from the proceeds of the state 
tax, consequently, the principal of the debt of the 
state, upon which she is required to pay an annual 
interest, is only between ten and eleven millions; 
and aconsiderable part of that is at less than six per 
cent, so that $600,000 will nearly, if not quite, cover 
the charge.” 

A prudent statesman, when suggesting to the au- 
thorities the necessity fur providing more adequate 
ways and means to sustain the faith and credit of 
the state may sometimes with propriety show the 
worst aspectof affairs in order to prompt the greater 
effort. If that be the governor’s object he may be, 
to a certain extent, excused for the unfavorable ex- 
hibit his messages invariably present. Wedoubt the 
propriety, however, of resorting to that expedient 
When the state credit is far below what the real posi- 
lion of the state entitles it to be estimated at, and 
regret that the gloomiest side of the picture should 
have again been retouched with «till darker colors. 

That the opinion of the governor has not had the 
eflectof keeping down the price of state stock, is 
proof, that knowing-ones,—capitalists, do not place 
implicit confidence in the accuracy of his judgment 
in this particular. Notwithstanding the signal fail- 
wre which the governor represents the state to have 
nade, andthe worse and worse condition he states 
affairs to be in, yet the price of state stock, the true 
thermometer of public opinion continues to rise, and 
from forty, which the governor states it wasat, he 
himself,—incidentally it is true, but yet expressly 
admits, that it has risen to over sixty. 


to be levied, if the whole be collected and paid, will 
yield a revenue, annually, of $437,500. 


ous revenue Jaws have been enacted imposing taxes 
on incomes and emoluments, on silver plate and 
watches, on protests. on brokers, and on theatrical 
and other public exhibitions. These acts have been 
only partially executed. The information collected 
by the treasury from those who are required to en- 
force them, justifies the belief, that they will not 
bring into the treasury annually, an amount exceed- 
ing much the diminution of revenue to be expected 
under the act of April 1841, from the farther abate- 
ments in thw assessed value of property, and from 
insolvencies of tax-payers and collectors. 

If then the interest in arrear, with the accruing 
interest, amounting to $1,798,694 63, are to continue 
current demands against the treasury, and the income 
is not, by additional taxes, increased beyond $450,- 
000 there will be a deficit in the treasury, at the ex- 
piration of the present year, of $1,348,694 13. 

Past experience has fully demonstrated, that the 
tax system of the state is destitute of the vigour 
which is indispensable to its faithful execution.— 
Ever since its adoption, some of the counties have 
wholly failed to put it in operation, and others have 
done it insuch an irregular and unsatisfactory man- 
ner, as to make it, at all times, questionable, whether 
it would accomplish the purposes contemplated by 
its framers. Aware that some amendment of it was 
absolutely necessary to ensure its execution, the le- 
gislature at its last session provided, as a coercive 


should be the collectors of the state tax, hoping 


=? 


pay the interest on the public debt. 


whatsoever. 


TAX— AND REMEDY SUGGESTED. | 
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measure, that the collectors of the county charges | but too feeble to enforce obedience to them. 
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The citizen who willingly complies with the re- 
quisitions of the laws, has aright, undisputed and 


In addition to the act of April session 1841, vari-| indisputable, to insist upon the like compliance of all 


others. It is manifestly unjust, to exaci a partof the 
earnings of a portion of the people only, for public 
purposes, under the provisions of a law designed to 
act upon all. If a portion of the people be allowed 
to withhold all contribution, the law ought to be 
repealed. It is not therefore to be considered strange, 
that the non-payment of the public dues on the part 
of the citizens of some of the counties, has created 


/an anxious desire with those who have conformed to 
the requirements of the laws, that the legislature 


should adopt some measure, vigorous and efficient 
enough, to ensure the faithful and impartial execu- 
tion of its enactments, or adopt some other mode of 
maintaining the honor of the state, operating equally 
on all. Fully convinced both of the justice and 
absolute necessity of some such action on the part 
of the legislature, I cannot too urgently inyite their 
earliest attention to the subject. What the measure 
shall be, it is for them to determine. But, judging 
by past cvents, I am myself thoroughly impressed 
with the conviction, that if the tax laws are ever cn- 
forced, with uniformity and impartiality throughout 
out the entire state, it must be, by the certain and de- 
cisive exercise of some central controlling power. 


The government of Maryland now occupies, in 
some respects, the same attitude to the counties, as 
did the continental congress towards the several 
states under the old articles of confederation,—ex- 
ercising the vain power of passing revenuc laws, 
Prior 
to the adoption of the federal constitution, congress 


doubtless, that the local authorities of the county | had the power of making requisitions upon the states, 
would be forced to levy the tax directed to be im-| for their quota of the general charge -and expendi- 
posed, for the purpose of raising a sum sufficient to| ture, but inasmuch as the power to raise the requir- 


The result has | ed sum resided exclusively in the state authorities, 
sadly disappointed this hope. So far from the delin-| there was but little certainty, at any time, that these 
quent counties being compelled by this measure to | requisitions would be gratified. 
levy and collect state taxes, it has only had the ef- | the people of some of the states carried them so far, 
fect to prevent the collection of taxes of any kind | that it was nouncommon thing for the state wholly 


The prejudices of 


. 


to fail to adopt the measures, necessary to enable it 


[CAUSE OF THE DIFFICULTY IN COLLECTING THE STATE | to meet the demands of the central goverument.— 


| Seeing this, the patriotic statesmen of that day were 


The violent struggles for political power and pa- | convinced, that a government capable of maintaining 


| tronage, which have agitated our state for several | its own sovereignty and faith, should be authorised 
| years past, have prompted both of the great political ito act upon individuals and not communities, and it 


| parties, from time to time, as they acquired an as- 
| cendency in the legisiature, to curtail the power con- 
ferred by the constitution originally upon the execu- 
tive. Tosuch an extent have the abstractions of 
executive power been carried by successive modili- 
cations of its original character, that it is now wholly 
inadequate to the faithful execution of some of the 
most important laws upon the statute book. In the 
case of the acts designed to provide a revenue suffi- 
cient to meet the interest on the public debt, the ex- 
ecutive has but little, if any controlling influence — 
By these acts, the power of carrying them into 
execution, is left almostentirely and exclusively with 
the Iecal authorities of the several counties; and past 
events,have established, beyond all question, that in 
some cases at least, they are unsafe depositories, as 
they have failed completely in the discharge of their 
official duties, to answer the expectations of the le- 
gislature. This being the case, something must be 
done to guard against a continuance of the open re- 
sistance to the legislative authority, which has cha- 
racterized their prooceedings. Already has the fail- 
ure to execute the laws throughout the entire state, 
engendered among that portion of its citizens, who 
have cheerfully borne their part of the burthen, a 
feeling of discontent, and it will, in all probability, it 
is feared, unless efficient measures be at once adopted, 
increase the dissatisfaction to such an extent, as to 
make the execution of the tax Jaws hereafter, next 
to impossible. t 


7 Che cause to which the governor attrioutes the 
failure of the state to realize the state tax, is the 
true cause of its embarrassment, at least if we sub- 
stitute the government for executive, in the argument. 
The inevitable consequence of disarming the central 
government of all effective power and control over 
the counties and cities, was confidently predicted by 
the writer of this note, when that course of legisla- 
tion was first introduced into the general assembly. It 
however became popular, and was availed of by 
each party in turn. ‘The state government was in a2 
measure dismmembered—a mere shaduw of power— 
an inefficient authority, a mere name of government 
was reserved over the sections, but no adequate 
means of enforcing enactments, as we see at this 
very first instance of a hecessity for resorting to com- 
pulsory process. * ‘The counties are found each to 
adequately responsible to the state authorities. ‘Uhis 
is an error of the day in our republican career, 
which we must retrace, or find some effectual reme- 
dy for the evils it 1s replete with. 





@ sovereigniies,—without an officer in them that is | 


| was their belief of the utter feebleness, in this respect, 
| of the government established by the articles of con- 
federation, which gave rise, in a great degree, to the 
federal constitution. 

Under existing statutes, neither of the branches of 
the government of Maryland, have the power to en- 
force obedience to the legislative will as expressed 
in the acts for the maimtenance of the public faith. 
lt cannot be presumed, that the legislature will al- 
low of the continuance of this state of thmgs. The 
difficulties now encountered, might be greatly de- 
creased by depriving the local authorities of Balti- 





more city, Howard District and the several counties, 
of any contro! whatever, over officers levying and 
collecting taxes for state purposes. If their ollicial 
duties were confined to matters of a purely local 
character, there certainly could be no just cause of 
complaint, inasmuch as there is no more reason why 
the locai authorities of a county should appoint per- 
sons to make the collection of the state income, than 
there is why the authorities of a port of entry should 
have the entire control of the revenue of the gene- 
ral government, collectable at such place. If the 
| creation of tax courts in each county, Baltimore city, 
and Howard District, independent of local authori- 
ties, were authorised, with full power to make the 
levies and appoint collectors, there would be some 
guaranty of the general execution of the tax laws. 
However much indisposed a portion of the people 
might at any time be, to the contribution of their 





sare of the public taxes, there could always be 
found a sufficient number in each county who would 
willingly consent to receive an appoiatment from 
the state to execute its Jaws, and thus, there would 
be no difficulty in putting the tax system in opera- 
tion throughout the entire state. And if those 
charged with its execution derived their appoint- 
ment from the state. there would be no ditlicul- 
tv in the event of their failing to perform their 
duty, in ensuing their removal and appointing others 
in their place, who would discharge the duty as- 
signed. 
{PRoposeD SALE OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DISCUSSED. } 
With an anxious desire to remove, to some extent 
the financial embarrassment of the state, the legisla- 
ture, at rts last session, directed a sale of the interest 
of Maryland in the Several works of internal improve- 
ment, tor the aggregate sum of $11,700,000, payable 
in its bonds issued either as Joans or for subscription 
to the capital stock of said companies. The tavor 
with whien the proposition was vriginally received, 





by the legislature, as a measure of relief, will, in alt 
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probability, induce action on the same subject at this) of the interest of the state, in any of the works, can| due, by him into the treasury, at the time required 
session. The intensity of the desire, which so natu-| be effected, unless the whole of tt be sold to the same | by law, it shall be the duty of the treasury to a a 
rally exists with patriotic citizens, to remove the dif-| purchaser. This very feature may have prevented | the fact to the Governor. who is requied, if in his 
ficulties which environ the state, may, as under cir-| the sale of any pari of the interest of the state in | judgment, the interest of the state requires it, to or. 
cumstances of similar pressure, prompt. precipitate | any of the works, inasmuch as it may bave been im-| der suit on such collectors bond. By the 6th section 
and incautious legislation, which, in the end, may | possible to find bond-holders to an amount equal to| of the same act, the taxes for 184] and 1842 were 
eventuate in the serious injury of the very interests) that fixed by the legislature, as the value of any one | made payable into the treasury, one-half on or be- 
it was meant to subserve; and an invoeation, there-| of the works, willing to engage in such a specula-| fore the first day of June, and the residue on or be- 
fore, of the most calm and dispassionate considera: tion. Butaf the treasurer was authorised to dispose | fore the first of September, last. In the exeention cf 
tion of the senate aud house of delegates, of a ques | of this interest in shares, there might be found bond- this act a principle was adopted, similar to that con- 
tion of such vast and momentous import, as that of | holders who would be willing to commute their) tained in the second section of the act of December 
tisposing of the entire interest in the corporations re- | bonds.into stock of the several companies; and thus, | session 1829, chap. 90, which requires the treasurer 
ferred to, cannot here be out of place. It is a ques-| to the amount of such commutation, lesse@ our bond | to putin suit any pecuniary right of the State, that 
ion, which should be approached with the utmost| debt. ‘The division of the interest in each work into| has been withheld thrce months or more, cael the 
lelicacy and circumspection; for in its satisfactory shares is in consonance wiih the ordinary dealings | bonds of collectors, in arrear on the Ist September 
lisposition is concerned, perhaps, the prosperity and | of individuals. Rarely, if ever, are the stocks which ‘for the June instalment, were ordered to be put in 
‘ights of the people of Maryland for many years to} an individual holds, sold as entirely, but are disposed | suit. Thé Senate and House are now respectfully 

ome. ‘ of su as to create competition, and aflord an oppor-, informed, that the bonds of all such collectors, as 

The act of the last session, for the sale of the pub- | tunity to those of limited means to become purcha-| shall be in arrear on the 20th dav of January, for ie 
ic works has proven, contrary to the most confident} sers to the extent of their ability. It would seem September instalment, will also be put in suit unless 
‘xpectations of its friends, wholly incapable of achiev- | to be the part.of wisdom not to disregard this prin-| the Legislature shall otherwise direct. , 

-he gratifying resultsanticipated by its authors. ‘This| ciple of action. (THB PENITENTIARY. | 

very circumstance, it would seem, should admonish} (After suggesting the greatcaution with which cor The profits of institution for the last year is re- 
the necessity of greater catition in the framing of the | porate bodies should be invested with powers which | presented to have been 630.275 29 und 
details of any bill, having for its purpose, the same] they so often misuse, and the impolicy of parting! the expenses "29,791 63 
object. Atthe time of its passage, there were m-| control over the great thoroughfares. the message | pers 
tucements to bond bolders and speculators to avail} next proceeds to combat at great lengih the idea of} Net profit 

-hemselves of its provisions, which will not obtain) the state relying upon the aid of the general govern- | [THE DEAF AND DUMB. | 
in reference to any bill that may be passed this ses-| ment, either by means of a distribution of the pro-| The payments this year from the treasurer for 
sion. The bonds of the state were then at a very ceeds of the public lands or otherwise, for relief.| their education has been $1,823 43. 
low rate, being offered for sale at forty cents in the | The governor maintains that the United States trea. | [THE EDUCATION OF THE BLIND] 
dollar. rhe treasurer was authorized to exchange sury will not admit of the land fund being diverted| Has cost the state this year $1,562 31. 
our interest in the various internal improvement} without rendering it necessary to resort to direct [THE STATE TOBACCO WAREHOUSES] 
companies for $11,700,000 of state bonds, which | taxes to meet the expenses of the government.) Are found to be inadequate to sccommodate the 
could then have been purchased jor $4,630,000 of ‘Under these circumstances, (the governor con- | influx of that article to the Baltimore market, and 
current say an As capitalists have refused 0 IVE! Gludes on this point,) all expectation of relief from | additional warehouses are recommended. 
that sum for these public stocks, there can be NO} the national government, it cannot be too emphati- [THE CHESAPEAKE AND O10 CANAL.) 
reason to expect that $7,190,000 of them could now cally stated, ought to be abandoned as delgsive. The! The report from the Canal Company will attract, 
be had fos the whole interest of the state in the same deservedly, particular attention. It contains valuable 


i v} h securities held at t debt of Maryland, however unwisely contracted, | 
, © (Ps ; > Fy a *) ’ c 7a) > ‘ ecePeve } . ? ~, le 4 inetd . 
CORPARIESs.° PED Pee SOCUIUIFA FO PEM at BOVEULY ] was created by the representatives of her people. imformation, as to the condition of the vast amount of 
cents in the dolar, with every reason to anticipate 


: amen ap Y iat ee a ee oe ae This being the case, every principle of honor, as | public property committed to the care of the the di- 
an increase of their value, il the wuthorily of IN| well as of justice, makes it the imperious duty of | rectors. Whatever may be the opinions entertained, 
stale be extended throughout us entire limits, and the people to essav every effort to nein’ the obliga- | as to the policy of undertaking that great enternrize, 
its revenue laws be enforced Fad Satie all. ii this! tions Which their own aents have imposed. Any | with the means of Maryland almost alone, there 
amount only of the public debt is to be absorbed in| movement to avoid the responsibility of so doins, ought to be now no diversity of sentiment, as to the 
exchange for this vast public property our finaueral | cannot but re act, most prejudicially ‘upoa the rood justice and patriotism of essaying, to open a Canah 
embarrassments would not be materially if at all) tame of our state. Bos ~~ |\‘communication from Cumberland to ‘Tide Water. 
improved, ' i ie [MEASURES RECOMMENDED | | This is due to the creditors of the company, whose 
Phe debt of Maryland at the ek se of the fiscal) fF the lezisiature, at its present session, will so| chances of being remunerated for their labor are 
year, as shown, was §16,376,607.90, A Sale of tts | podity thai: tan avstem of ial state. as to edited its gloomy indeed, if the work is left, as it now is, a 
entire interest in the works of internal provement | faithful sieuusion, and exchange its stocks in the pub- costly ruin. Itis due to the public creditors, that a 
reg. garg of $7,190.000 of bonds would still leave | lic works in the manner already indicated, and will strenuous effort should be made to adopt some mea- 
- debt of $9,196,657.Jo. 4) > te: | use its bank capital for the liquidation of its indebt- | sure, to render available the large investments of the 
im he debt created for the use of the Baltimore and | edness, there is reason to hope that in a short time State in that company. In these opinions, all the 
Ohio and Washington rail roads has never been Q/ the treasury will’ be if a condition promptly to meet humane, patriotic and unprejudiced amongst our 
burden on ie treasury. So far irom it, the Balti-| all demands upon it.. The necessity of a ot an up-| constituents, may concur. But it is no easy task to 
more and Ohto rail road company has not only paid | propriation of hid ‘han ‘atack Meets! te Be Cheicuk point out a mode, in which these desirable results 
the interest upon it, but has also paid luto the trea | Prudence, as well as justice, would suggest this are to be attained. With a full view of the whole 
sury a sum beyond. During the last year, oue Of; measure. The fluctuations peculiar to the banking subject before them, the President and Directors of 
almost unexampled tightness in monetary affairs, it) system may at some day. when least expected st the company have recommended a measure which is 
paid into the treasury the sum of $43,310.17 for di- ‘der this investment wholl valuatens: ' The “etute submitted respectfully, to your consideration. Noth- 
vidends upon stock, and Capitation tax Upon passehe| gpouid, moreover, have no monied counection what | ing, however, has occurred to change the opinions 
gers, besides paying the interest upon the bonds Is- | ever with joint stock companies that can be well expressed in the annual message of lust year, when 
sued by the state for its use, including the So0U0,000 avaiddd; Tu 4té alffance with them may be justly the policy to be pursued in the completion of the 
issued tor subscription to the W ashington oranch. ascribed most of its financial embarrassme nts; and canal was briefly examined. 
If the interest of the state in these works be S0ld, O1) gy Jong as the connection subsists there can be no 5 [CONCLUSION | 
course the income from the Baltimore and Ohio rail! satisfactory ruaranty that they will not be aug- Looking ‘to the enviable central position of our 
road company ceases. it was stipulated in the act) mented, % 3 , ° | State in the Union, with her noble bay and flourish- 
of the last session, that if Urat held in the Baltimore | You cannot, gentlemen of the senate and house of ing commercial emporium, ensuring all the advane- 
and Ohio road should be disposed of at the sum men- | delegates, too wabneativ seek to establish some per- tages of an extended and profitable commeree with 
tioned in it, the sum of $30 UU0 annually should De | manent policy that will eventuate in making a final. other nations; considering that Maryland 1s rich in 
reserved to the state as arevenue in lieu of the capi disposition of every question connected with or. mineral, argricultural, manufacturing and mechani- 
tation tax on the Washington branch. if asimilar) opowing out of our complicated and embarrassed cal resources; and confiding in the bold enterprise, 
provision be made in any bill which may be adopted | fiuances. Our tarce public debt is a serious public the acknowledged patriotism, and high sehse of ho- 
at this session of the legislature, then the state willl galamnity. It sits like aa incubus on the hearts of an nor of our constituency, we may confidently predict, 
lose, antually, $13,315.07 of the sum now appro | eyterorizing and patriotic population. It will. if that the day is not very distant, when our state. re- 
priated for the purposes of education, . not removed, drive from the jurisdiction of the state lieved from the shakles of bad Jaws, and of onerous 
In this view,of the matter, which ts believed to) yas, amounts of capital, many of its best citizens, taxation, will come into the line with the most fa- 
be correct, so far trom the en being benefitted DY) and, by turning the whol tide of emigration to other vored of her sister States, in the resistless progress 
such a sale, it would only be deprived of ils interest) and more favored lands, will leave within our boun- | all are making to prosperity, happiness and power, 
in these works, without decreasing one cent the pre-| garies broad tracts of territory deserted and waste,| not to be rivalled by othes nations of the earth. In 
sent rate of tax. It has been shown that the exist- ‘ if : 1 
ing tax laws, if enforced throughout our entire limits 
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blasted inemorials of unwise, eviland erucl legisia- | any Measure calculated to hasten the coming of such 
e y}tion. Jt will poison the source and fountain of all) 4 day, and such a destiny for our common country, 
will not yield more than SdoU,UU0 annually, and this | our laws, by congregating, as it has for years con- the Senate and House are assured, that the whole 
sulil would not suffice to pay the iuterest upon the | rregated in. the avenues of our halls of levislation, constitutional powers of the Executive, will be most 
debt which would still remain, ‘crowds of men, eager and clamorous for measures} promptly and cheerfully exercised. 
[A DIFFERENT EXPEDIENT SUGGESTED. | | to draw from the body politic more and more of that! FRANCIS THOMAS. 
Instead of a sale on such terms, It would be well) vital fluid which, by its circulation through the! Cnesapeake anp Omio cana. The copy of the 
to enquire whether one could wot be effected ina} chanvels of trade, gives life and vigor to all the in. | Special Report of the president and directors of the 
manner Which would obviate many of the objections) dustrial pursuits and avocations ef man. No Mary-| Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, for which we 
to the plan of Jast year; and at the same time di-/ Jander ought to shrink from the responsibilities that) are mdebted to the president of the company, did 
minish our financial ditheulties? Li the Treasurer} the concition of our public affaivs imposes upon; not reach us in time to admit of furnishing sueh an 
was authorized to exchange for-each boud of the | every good citizen. Each and every man in public | abstract as its importance demands. It is an able 
state a share of stock im the respective companies,; and private life must stand ready to-take his share of | document. It.places the importance of that work 
at such rate as the legislature may prescribe, there} the diffculties with which your legislation is sur-|as well as its present position and __ its pros-" 
would be doubtless many who would avail them-.| rounded. ) pects, ina fairand imposing light. It is impossible, 
selves of the provisions of such an act. [PROGRESS OF COLLECTIONS. |it appears to our mind. to read this statement and 
By the 8th section of chapter 269. of last session, | examine the subject impartially, without perceiving 
well us to the votid-holders, froui such a plan ol dis-| ii was pr vided, that in all cases in) whieh any col- | such controlling inducements as must influence the 


position, are vbvious. by the extsung laws, no sale) lector of state taxes, shall tall to pay the amount) legislature of the state, promptly to authorize the 
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eanal to be finished with ‘the least aii ie 
and to abandon atonce all idea of selling the work. 
Jt is pleasant to find the governor in his message 
decidedly disapproving of the state parting with a 
control of this work which it has made such efforts 
to accomplish the construction of, and which she 
now has offers from responsible contractors to finish | 
to Cumberland for the sum of one million three hun- | 
dred ‘thousand dollars, and which when finished, 
will place Maryland in the very focus of the most 
prosperous and productive trade. 





NORTH CAROLINA. 

Democratic Stare Convention. This body as- 
sembled in Raleigh on the 14th and adjourned the 
evening of the 15th. The following officers were 
chosen: President, Louis D. Henry; Vice Presidents, »| 
U. F. Hawkins, Walter F. Leak, Gen. J. Allison, | 
and Dr. S. A. Andrews; Secretaries, W. W. Holden | 
and W. H. Bayne. | 

Resolutions were adopted, in which Michael Hoke 
of Lincoln County, was nominated as the democratic 
candidate for Governor. Louis D. Henry and Chas. | 
Fisher were appointed delegates to the Baltimore 
Convention—one a Van Buren and other a Calhoun 
man No pioference was expressed for any candi- | 





date for the President—that matter being left entire- | ly appreciated by all our citizens. Opposition to it) 


ly to the Baltimore Convention, by the decision of | | 


which it was agreed to abide. 
The Convention, (says the Independent), made a 
very respectable appesrance, though it was not so 


numerously attended as the Whig Convention which | ' 


assembled the week previous. There were, in this 
Convention 140 members, representing 32.counties. | 





SCUTH CAROLINA. 

The Governor's Message, communicated to the 
eee mclude with the following remarks, 
elicited ie rumor that a treaty was on foot 
between is and Great Britain by which the 
Jatter is to bind d herself, to guaranty the Independence 
of ‘Texas on a certain condition. 

“Our most vital interests would be involved in such 
atreaty. It is scarcely possible that Texas can 
make a compact so absolutely suicidal. The true 
interests of Pexas, and of this country, demand that | 
she should be annexed to this Union; and it is to be 
hoped that ere long this will be done. If it is not, 
the federal goverument should resist the ratification | 


Cf 
Vv ye 
i < 


of any such treaty with Great Britain, as an aggres- , & 


sion upon the United States. Pussessed of Cauada 
and the West Iudies, claiming Oregon, seeking to 
obtaia a foothold in Texas, and looking with a cove- 
tous eye to Cuba, this great naval power is evidently 
aiming to encircle usin her arms. We should not 
perhaps, permit ourselves to doubt, at this time, that 
‘Texas cannot be so blind to her own welfare as to 
make a treaty stipulating for the abolition of slavery, 
nor that the federal government in such an eveut, 
would fail to assert the rights and dignity of the 
United States. But an expression of your opinion 
on the annexation of ‘Texas to the Union might not 
be improper.” 


The legislature adiourned on the 19th instant, af- 
ter a brief session ol twenty days. ‘The resolutions 
which were introduced in the early part of the ses- 
sion, declaring that Pexas was embraced in the ter- 
ritory of Loutsiana as ceded to this country in 1803, 
and that therefore she Is now an integral part of the 
United States, were disposed of by being laid on the 
table. 

The subjoined resolution, however, relating to the 
same subject, and which was reported by the Com- 
mittee of federal Relations, was passed: 

Resolved, Vhat, in the opinion of the Legislature 
of South Carolina, sound policy, the vital interests 
of the people of the United States, and their just 
rights, require that steps should be promptly taken 
by the Government of the Uuited States for the an-| 
hexalion of Lexus to the Union. 

' Onrto. | 

Messace or Gov. Suannon, delivered to the le- | 
gislauture on the oth inst. 
Gentlemen of lhe senate 

and house of vepresentalives: 

Your assemuiage at this time, at the seat of go- 
Verument, occurs under circumstances which Calls 
for our grateiul acknowledgements to Him who 
controls the destinies of mankind, for the numerous 
blessings we have received, and still continue to re- 
ceive al hishands. During the past season our citi- 
zens have generally been blessed with their usual 
health; with liberal crops, and all the comforts of 
dife calculated to render them happy. In our civil} 
and political rejations we have peace without and 
tranquillity within our borders. Intellectual im- 





provement aud moral culture still co.tinue rapidly | 


to advance uuder our wise and enlightened system 


| justify a call of 
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of education. We are, as a people, increasing in | 
population and wealth in a ratio that has no parallel | 


inthe history of any of our sister states, and but 
few examples in the history of the human family. 

The numerous blessings we have been permitted 
to enjoy, and our prosperous condition as a people, 
place us under renewed obligations to the Giver of 
all good. [tis to be hoped that these blessings will 
not be showered upon us in vain, but that they will 
be received with grateful hearts and applied to the 
advancement of the general good. 

Coming as you do from every section of the state, 
and having recently mingled with your constituents 
and learned their wants and wishes in relation to all 
local matters, you will be able to fulfil the great ob- 
ject ts OF 5 your  trus t. and meet the just expectations 
reference to all subjects of 
this kin d with ut iny suggestions from me. In obe- 
dience tothe obligations imposed upoa me by the 


constitution, f will proceed to eall your attention to 


,| several subjects of general interest, and lay before 
you the condition of our publie institutions. 


[SCHOOL SYSTEM | 
Our common school system has taken a strong, 
and, | trust, a permanent hold on the public mind 
ts advantages and blessings are beginning to be du- 


has, in a great measure, ceased. ‘Time has given to 


il dog and permanency, and its existence, as a part | 


of the settled policy of the state, we confidently be- 


| will continue so long as our repub lican institu- 
tions are cherished and upheld by a free people. 


it is not, however, all we should desire it to be. 
We shoul: d aim to improve our common schools, and 


give to them the capacity of imparting a more en- 
larged and Itberal education; we should seek toele- | 


vate the grade of public instruction so as to be in 


unison with the progressive spirit which is now ani- | 


mating the civilized world. Tl he education of the 
rising youth of our country, thus qualifying them for 
self-government ond the win nance of free insti 


tutions, Is an obiect which commends itself to the | ; 


fostering care of every American statesman and pa- 
triot, 


CONSTII TION. | 


| would hee leave to cal vour attention to the 


7 . t } 4 ” : : » t 
subtect of the amendment of the constitution of the | 


state, with the view of re moddelling our ju licia} SYS 
tem, so as to enable it to meet the wants and ext- 
encies of the people. {tam fully aware that too 
frequent chanzes of th fnndamental law of the 
state might tend to unset the creat principles on 
which the constitution itself is founded. But if it 


ean be shown that any p rtion of that imstrument is 


entirely unsuited to our present condition, and the 


wants of the people, we should not hesitate to seek 
a remedy. The framers of i e constitution com- 


templated future amend ic nd have provi led in 
the inatrumerit itself the mo ‘te id nd manner in which 
itmav be altered or amended. ‘The fifth section of 


the seventh article provides, that whenever two- 


thirds of the general assembly shall think it ne 


sary to amend or chanve the constitution, they shall 
recommend to the electors, at the next election for 

. hor t re? . bly { write { ge . 
metmvers oO, the Fenner al aSsemodiy, 0 YOu Ui Of 


against a convention; and if it shall appear thata 


‘ 


majority of the citizens of the state, voting for re- | 


presentatives, have voted for a convention, the gene- 
ral assembly shail,at their next session, call a con- 
vention to consist of as many members as there be 
in the general assembly, to be chosen tn the same 


|manner, at the same place, and by the same electors 


that choose the general assembly; who shall meet 
within three months after the said election, for the 


| purpose of revising, amending orchangmyg the con- 


Stitulion. [t is further provided in the same seetion 
that no alteration of the constitution shall ever take 
place so asto introduce slavery or Involuntary sere 


| Vitude into this stat 7 


it will be seen, then, that the framers of the con- 


| stituition re pee ni fa ated the necessily, at some fu- 
| tuge period, of changing or amending its provision 


It was not expected by the patriotic citizens who 


composed the convention that adopted the constitu. | 


tion, that it would continue to answer, in all respects, 
the changing condition of the country. 

Our veneration for the organic law of the state, or 
our respect forthose who tramed it, should not be 


| carried so far asto tolerate palpable and acknow- 


there are any defects in the constitution, as adapted 
to our present condition, and, if so, whether they 
are of suilicient magnitude to justity the call of a 
convention, with the view of their removal. The 
only defect in the constitution,as applicable to our 
present condition, which in my judgment, would 
_convention to aiter or amend it, 
consists in the defective organization of our judicial 
system, and the total inability of the Supreme court, 
under the existing form ol the constitution, to trans- 


ledged evils. We sliould, therefore, inquire whether 
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act the massof waite brought before it. The 
constitution. limits.the number of judges of the Su- 
preme court to fonr, and requires two to constitute a 
quorum to do business, and directs that the Supreme 
court shall be held onee a year in each county in 
this state. Jt is invested with original and appellate 
jurisdiction, both in common Jaw and chane ery, in 
such eases as sh: all be directed by law. The statute 
has given to this tribunal an extensive original and 
appellate jurisdiction: the consequence is, it has be- 
come so loaded down with business as to render it 
impossible for the judges, with all their known in- 
dustry and talents, to dispose of it mm a manner satis- 
factory to themselves, or with a due regard to the le- 
;gal rights of parties. They are forced to continue 
| causes after they have been prepared by the parties 
for trial, for the want of time to hear them: thus 
thrawing on one or the other party a heavy bill of 
(costs, which mightbe entirely avoided under a judi- 
cial system differently organized. 





| 
| It would not be difficn|]t to demonstrate, in refer- 
fence to our Supreme court, thatit is the most ex- 
pensive judicial system in the United States. The 
amountof costs that are annually thrown upon liti- 
gants, by reason of the continuance of their causes, 
for the want of time to try them, would, in the ag- 
|gregate. far exceed the amount paid in any state in 
\this Union to maintain its entire judicial system. It 
is not only an expensive system and burdensome to 
| the people, but, in ite practical bearings, produces, in 
most cases, a de lay, and, in many, almost a denial of 
| the administration of justice. The paulows, at the 
‘time of the ‘adoption of the constitution, was ade- 
| quate tothe wantsof the people; but our siedlon, 
(as a civil community,is very different now from 
[what it was then. At that time there were but nine 
|counties in the state, with a population falling short 
of sixty thousand. We had but little wealth; a very 
‘limited commerce and no manufactures. The usual 
isources of jitigation were few, and the business of 
|our courts consequently limited. Our cor dition, in 
almostevery pointof view, is now entirely changed. 
; We have, at this time, seventy-nine countie sin the 
state, in each of which the Supreme court ia requir- 
led, under the constitution, to hold a cession once a 
year; containing a population falling but little, ifany, 
shortof two millions. Vhe trade, commeree, and 
| manufactures, together with the wealth and business 
of the state, have increased ina ratio still greater than 
,our population. The trath is, our condition is en- 
tirely changed, and we have outgrown our judicial 
system. The publie interest, therefore, demands, 
thatit should be so modified as to meet the wants of 
our changed condition. Believing this cannot be 
done without an amendment of the constitution, f 
would respectfully recommend the adoption, by the 
reneral assembly, of the first measure necessary to 
} 


the call of a convention to amend the constitution in. 
the nartiiculars above a i! ihe d to. No evil can re sult 
from this. The only action which you can take in 


the matter is, to submit the question of convention, 
(or no convention, to the electors of thestate. The 
qnestion is safe im their hands, and they will no doubt 
dispose of it in the way best calculated to secure the 
blessings of a good goverainent, and promote the in- 
terest of the public. 
[FINANCES. ] 

No subject has elicited more discussion, or excited 
a deeper interest in the publie mind, in this state than 
the question of the currency. It is not strange that 
such has been the case. The vast amount of worth- 
less and depreciated paper thrown upon the laboring 
and business classes of the community by our own 
and the banks of surrounding states, was well caleu- 
lated to excite discussion among the people, and a 
eritical examination ae the defects and imperfee- 
tions of that system of banking which had entailed 
on them so many evils. ‘The result of this discussion 
and examination has been the unequivocal condem- 
nation, by the people, of our old system of banking. 
Its insecurity and its capability of being converted 
into an instrurment to defraud the people, has been 
demenstrated too clearly to admit, at this time, of 
controversy. The difficult Eres which we are 
now called upon to dispose of it, what system shall 
we adopt in its place? Shall we ‘displace thie « eo by 
anew and reformed system of banking; and. if so, 
what shall be its details? On these questions tiers 
is, as might naturally be expected, a great variety of 
opinions among our citizens. I beiieve, however, 
that a large majority of the people are in favor of 
adopting a reformed system of banking, and giving it 
afairtrial. If lam correct in this opinion, it be- 
comes the duty of the representatives of the people 
to legislate on this subject, in such a way as to satis- 
fy the public mind, and if possible, put this agitating 
question tor@st. The people are satisfied w ith dis- 
cussion, and demand efficient action in the settlement 
of this question. I have heretofore, on several oc- 
casions, given my views to the general assembly on 
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the subject of the banks and the currency. Should 
they be deemed of any importance, they may be 
found in my former communications to the legisla- 


‘ture. Ido not feel myself called upon, at this time, 


to go into detail on this subject. 1 could do but lit- 
tle more than repeat opinions heretofore frequently 
expressed and, as | believe, well understood by the 
public. I will, however, take this occasion to say 
that I believe a well guarded and well restricted sys- 
tem of local banks, judiciously distributed in the 
state, with a fixed amount of capital, adequate to the 
business wants of the country, 1s the best and most 
practical system of banking that can, at this time be 
adopted in the state. In establishing this or any 
other system, the first great object to be secured is, 
the safety of the note holders. When that end 1s 
accomplished, public opinion will be fully satisfied. 
The best means to secure this primary object should 
be freely investigated, and whatever restrictions, 
limitatiors, or liabilities, are found to be necessary 
to secure it, should be unhesitatingly adopted. No 
system of banking should be tolerated which does not 
fully secure this object. All restrictions and liabili- 
ties not necessary and proper for the attainment of 
this object should be omitted, as being calculated to 
render the system impracticable. If we would ap- 
proach this subject in-the proper spirit, and divest it 
of all party considerations, and look alone to the 
wishes of ou rconstituents and the good of the public, 

] believe it might be settled in a manner satisfactory 

to nine tenths of the people. ‘The whole subject is 

one of exciting interest to the public, and I submit it 
to vour careful consideration. 

The seven per cent loan of one and a half million 
of dollars authorised by an act of the general assem- 
bly of last session, for the payment of the domestic 
debt of the state, was obtained in New York on terms 
making it par in Ohio. Six hundred thousand dollars 
on the 13th May last, and nine hundred thousand dol- 
lars on the 14th of September. 

The debt of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
due to the Franklin bank of Columbus, was settled 
by payment in stock at the current rates and prices of 
sales in the city of N. York, on the first day of May, 
agreeably to the terms of the contract existing be- 
tween the former fund commissioners and that insti- 
tution. By a modification of the contract with the 
Bank of Chillicothe, the payment of two hundred and 
eighty-one thousand dollars, due that institution, was 
postponed until the first day of November, at which 
date the debt was paid, in the city of New York, in 
cash. 

The debt of fifteen thousand one hundred and 
sixty-three dollars, due the Bank of Wooster, was 
paid in stock, at the current rates and prices of sales 
in New York city, on the 15th day of August. 

The seven per centum loan has been mostly dis- 
bursed in the payment of the domestic creditors, and 
it is probable there will be a deficiency of more than 
one hundred thousand dollars, to complete the re- 
demption of outstanding checks. 

During the past summer, I authorised the acting 
fund commissioner to receive from the public au- 
thorities at Washington city, the dividend arising 
from the sales of the public lands, due this state, 
amounting to the sum of six thousand nine hundred 
and sixty-five dollars, which has been received. 

The following statement will show the condition 
of the general revenue, and the state common school 
fund: 

The amount received from taxation, 
the penitentiary, and other sources, 
during the year ending the 15th 
November, 1843, 

Balance in the treasury, November 


$263,909 00 3 





15, 1843, 64,361 25 8 
328,270 26 1 


Amount of expenditure 
for the government du- 
ring this year, 

Transfer to canal fund 


$189,500 91 
40.000 00 





229,500 91 0 





98,769 35 1 
From this is to be deducted the taxes 
paid during this year, belonging to: 


the canal and school funds, 3,682 62 0 





Balance, Noy. 15, 1843 $95,086 73 1 





State common school fund. 

Amount of fund received from iater- 

est on surplus revenue, taxes on 

banks, tax on grand levy, and inter- 
est on school lands, 


$190,132 47 
Amount distributed to counties, 


150,000 00 


© to 





- 


Balance Noy. 15, 1843, 40,132 47 2 











The following statement will show the amount of 
revenue received cn the public works of the state, 
and the umount expended for repairs, for this year, 
and the amount of canal tax for 1842: 

Canal fund. 
Amount of tolls on the Ohio and Mi- 
ami canals forthe year ending Noy. 

15, 1843 

On Miami extension, 

On Wabash and Erie, 


$374,043 05 
7,245 43 
32.463 52 


On Hocking, 3,949 00 
On Walhonding, 610 32 
On Muskingdim improvement 20,754 16 
Turnpike dividends 30,710 59 
State lots 923 92 
Maumee and Western Reserve 
Road, 2,844 68 





Expended for repairs on 
the Ohio canal 
Miami and Miami exten- 


$120,977 39 


sion 55,847 39 
Wabash and Erie 10,150 30 
Hocking 2,000 00 
Muskingum improvement 5,914 74 
Walhonding 547 55 


195,437 46 0 








$278,117 23 0 


Add canal tax, 1842 329,286 43 6 





4607,403 66 6 





A comparison of last year shows a loss on 
the Ohio Canal of 
On the other public works, there has 
heen a gain, 
On the Miami extension 
Miami canal 
Wabash and Erie 


$82,555 40 


43,202 40 
2.406 48 
31.574 48 


Hocking 135 32 
Walhonding 62 77 
Muskingum 5,028 40 
Turnpike dividends — , 3,979 99 
Western Reserve and Maumee 
road 2,844 68 
43,834 52 











Loss on the publie works, compared with 
last year sou, 720 88 





[PUBLIC WORKS. ] 

The navigation of the Ohio canal has been sustain- 
ed throughout the season without any serious inter- 
ruption. The fall in the price of wheat, soon after 
harvest, induced farmers to withhold it from market. 
Consequently the business of transporting produce, 
has been much less than was anticipated, and the re- 
venue from tolls seriously, but temporarily, affected. 


The Walhonding canal has remained in good con- 
dition; but from its limited extent, not much revenue 
can be anticipated from it, until more of its exten- 
sions are completed. 

The Hocking canal is now completed to Athens, a 
distance of fifty-six miles from its Junction with the 
Ohioecanal. Facilities are now alforded for the trans- 
portation of the salt and coal of this valley, which 
promises, in a few years, to afford a considerable re- 
venue. 

The Muskingum improvement has been kept in 
generally good condition during the season. The reve- 
nue from tolls and water rents has considerably in- 
creased, and there is reason to believe that this work 
will, in due time, be profitable. 

The Wabash and Erie canal has been, during the 
season, in good navigable condition. The reservoir, 
which supplies the upper portion of the canal with 
water, has answered, fully, the object of its construc- 
tion. There has been no breaches, or other acci- 
dents, worthy of notice, to interrupt navigation, 
since the opening of the canal, in the month of May, 
last. The amount of tolls received on this work, 
since the opening of navigation, 1s less than was an- 
ticipated; but it is believed that next season a largely 
increased amount of business will be done on this ca- 
nal, which wall continue to augment yearly, with the 
rapid growth of the country. 

I addressed a note, sometime since, to the member 
of the board of public works, having charge of the 
Miami canal and Extension, the Warren county ca- 
nal, and National road, but have received no reply, 
owing, as I understand, to the indisposition of the 
gentleman having charge of those works. I am, 
therefore, unable to give you any satisfactory infor- 
mation in relation to their condition during the past 
season. 

The completion of the Miami Extension canal, (a 
distance of thirty-five miles,) has been let at three 


‘hundred and twenty-two thousand dollars, payable 


TES OF THE UNION. 


‘ 


in domestic six per cent- bonds, which is forty-five 
thousand dollars less than the estimated cost of the 
work. 

If we have not realized, in all cases as large an 
amount of revenue from our public works as we an- 
ticipated, we have been compensated by an increase 
in population and wealth, and the additional value 
they have imparted to real estate; and by the enhanc- 
ed price of our various staple commodities. The 
large amount of our state debt, however, which is now 
over seventeen millions, the great scarcity of money, 
and the heavy burdens our citizens are compelled to 
bear, in order to preserve the faith and credit of the 
state, admonish us not to extend or enlarge our system 
of internal improvement; and to introduce a rigid 
system of e:onomy in every department of the state 
government. Amidst all the difficulties of the times, 
we have promptly met our public engagements, and 
preserved unsullied the credit of the state. After 
having overcome all the difficulties, we have had to 
encounter with in the last few years, growing out of 
the extra-ordinary pressure of the times, now that a 
new era of prosperity has commenced, no doubt can 
be entertained but that in future we will be equally 
prompt in the discharge of all our public engage- 
ments. Itisdue, however, to the tax prying commu- 
nity, thatthe public debt should not be increased, 
and that their burdens should be diminished as far as 
practicable. | 

[PENITENTIARY. ] 

The number of convicts in the penitentiary on the 
last day of November, 1842, was four hundred and 
sixty-one. The number received during the past 
year is one hundred and thirty-two. There has left 
during the last named period, one hundred and forty- 
seven, including those whose terms of service expir- 
ed—those who have been pardoned—twelve who died 
from disease—two who committed suicide—one who 
was murdered—three who escaped, and four who 
were discharged by writ of error from the supreme 
court. On the 30th of November, 1841, there were 
in the penitentiary four hundred and eighty persons. 
On the 30th of November, 1842, the number was four 
hundred and sixty-one, showing a decrease of nine- 
teen. On the thirtieth of November, 1843, the num- 
ber was four hundred and forty-six, showing a de- 
crease within the Jast year of fifteen, and an aggre- 
gate decrease within the last two years of thirty- 
four. From these facts it would appear that crime 
is decreasing within the state, instead of increasing, 
as might reasonably be expected with an increase of 
population. In examining into the various causes 
which have seduced the unfortunate convicts from 
the path of virtue to that of crime, it is found that 
the use of ardent spirits has had an active agency, 
and contributed largely to swell the number of the 
inmates of the penitentiary. The powerful moral 
influence which has been brought to bear on the 
public mind, within the last two years, against the 
use of ardent spirits, has, no doubt, had a‘material 
influence in preserving the morals of our citizens.— 
It would not, probably, be going too far to say, thut 
the diminution of crime as exhibited by the above 
facts, has been mainly brought about by this means. 
If this conclusion be correct, those who have been 
instrumental in producing this reform have increased 
inducements to persevere in a cause consecrated by 
religion and enjoined by patriotism. 

One hundred and sixty-five of the convicts are 
employed in the manufacture of hardware; sixty-five 
engaged in the cooper shop; twenty-eight in the busi- 
ness of boot and shoe making; thirty in the tailor 
shop; about five in the manufacture of brooms; twen- 
ty have been, until recently, engaged in making ca- 
binet work; forty-five have been employed under the 
direction of the superintendent of the Lunatic Asy- 
lum, and the remainder (many of whom are not 
able bodied men) have been engaged in various mat- 
ters in and about the prison. For the purpose of 
employing a portion of the hands in a manner less 
exceptionable to the mechanical interest of the state, 
the warden, with the approbation of the difectors 
has agreed to an arrangement by which the cabine, 
making business is no longer carried on in the prison. 
To effect the same object, it has been determined 
not to renew the boot and shoe contract; so that ina 
short time the causes of complaint against the prison 
for its interference with mechanical labor will be 
very much diminished. 

There has been an unusual amount of sickness in 
the prison during the last year. ‘The hospital has 
contained from twenty-five to one hundred and ninety- 
three per day; the average nnmber per day, being 
about thirty-three. The whole number of days labor 
which has been lost during this year from sickness, 
is between eight and nine thousand, which is about 
three thousand days more than was lost jast year 
from the same cause. There has, however, been but 
few deaths; only twelye by disease; two by suicide, 





and one by murder. 
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The aggregate earnings of the institution will be 
about thirty-eight thousand six hundred‘dollars. The 
whole expenditures will amount to about twenty-three 
thousand six hundred dollars; leaving a balance paid 
into the state treasury of upwards of sixteen thousand 
dollars. These sums may be slightly varied, but they 
are believed to be sufficiently accurate to give you a 
correct general knowledge of the financial condition 
of the institution. It will be seen that, notwithstand- 
ing the reduced number of inen in the prison for the 
Jast year; and the number unemployed in the forepart 
of it, and the unusual amount of disease that prevail- 
ed, the nett profits of the institution falls but little 
short of former years. 

[LUNATIC ASYLUM, BLIND, DEAF, &c.] 

Among the various institutions which the philan- 
throphy of the state has erected, none are entitled to 
more favor than the lunatic asylum. The loss of 
reason isa misfortune to which all are subject. No 
strength or vigor of mind is exempt from this cala- 
mity. To restore this unfortunate class of our citi- 
zens to their reason, or mitigate their misfortunes, 
are objects which will commend themselves to the 
general sympathies of all. Whatever we may give 
for such noble purposes and humane objects, we will 
receive in return an ample reward in the recollection 
of having contributed to meliorate the condition of 
a class of our citizens, who, above all others, are 
entitled to public sympathy. 

The number of patients who have been inmates of 
this institution, since November 15, 1842, is two 
hundred and seven—males, one hundred and five; 
females, one hundred and two. The number of pa- 
tients remaining in the asylum at the ‘end of last 
year, was one hundred and forty-two—males, 
seventy-five; females, sixty-seven. During the past 
year, sixty-five patients have been admitted—males, 
thirty-two; females, thirty-three; all citizens of this 
state. The number discharged, in the past year, was 
fifty-nine—males, thirty; females, twenty-nine. Of 
these thirty-eight were discharged, rocovered; seven, 
improved; ten, stationary, and four by death. All the 
recent cases. discharged, were restored. Uninter- 
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enlarged as to be adequate to the growing wants of 
the country. An act providing for the education of 
an increased number of pupils, and prolonging the 
time of their continuance at the asylum, passed the 
senate at the last session of the general assembly, 
with little or no opposition, but, through the hurry of 
the adjournment, was not called up for its third rea- 
ding and final passage in the house ,of representa- 
tives, and consequently did not become a law. Itis 
highly important for the interest of the asylum that 
a law, embracing the above objeets should be passed 
at the present session. This institution never has 
been more successfully employed in accomplishing 
the high objects for which it was iustituted, and ne- 
ver more worthy of public esteem and confidence 
than at the present time. 

You will receive in due time, detailed reports from 
those having charge of our various public institutions, 
which will give you all the information in relation 
thereto that you may desire. I have no doubt you 
will find their several conditions highly creditable to 
those who have been intrusted with their supervision 
and management, and that the great objects of their 
foundation have been eminently realized. 

[ARMS AND MILITIA. | 

Complaints by our military officers have been fre- 
quently made of numerous defects in our militia sys- 
tem. Ido not profess to be sufficiently informed on 
military subjects to make any valuable suggestions 
to you in relation to the improvement of the existing 
militia laws. 
the present session, from officers whose knowledge 
of military matters will entitle their suggestions to 
a favorable consideration, memorials pointing out 
the defects in the present system and suggesting 
such amentmentsas the public interest demands.— 
The people of this country, from their constant use 
of firearms and well known patriotism, are capable 
of being converted, at any time, into soldiers for the 
national defence. What we, therefore, most want 
is an efficient corp officers, well instructed in the 
vari: us branches of the military art, who would, at 
alltimes, be ready and capabie of taking the com- 
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rupted good health has prevailed in the institution 
during the year. ‘This institution has now been in 
operation five years. During this period, four hun- 
dred and seventy-three insane persons have been 
under its care; and two hundred and three have been 
discharged, recovered; which is a fraction less than 
forty-three per cent. ‘The institution is still pressed 
with applications for admission from our own citizens 
far beyond the means of accommodation. 

At the last session of the general assembly, an act | 
was passed for the enlargement of the asylum by the 
erection of two additional buildings, one for each 
sex. ‘The act appropriates the sum of twenty thou- 
sand dollars, in money, and twenty-five thousand | 
dollars in convict labor. Five thousand dollars of | 
this money was appropriated for the commencement | 
of operations last year. The convicts of the peni- 
tentiary were, accordingly, set to work early last | 
spring, at making the necessary brick, and preparing | 
materials. &c. ‘The foundation of the west building, 
intended for females, was commenced the first week | 
of September last, and the walls are now as high as | 
the baseinent. It is two hundred and eighteen feet | 
long, and will accommodate about one hundred pa- | 
tients. The necessary contracts for lumber have been | 
made, and it is principally delivered and ready for| 
use. The convicts have now about one million of | 
brick ready for next spring. I would therefore 
earnestly recommend that the necessary appropria 
tions of money and convict labor be continued until 
the buildings are fully completed for each sex. 


~~ 


| 
| 
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The asylum for the education of the blind, is fully or- 
ganized and in a prosperous condition. ‘There are 
now fifty-cight pupiis in this institution who are 
receiving the advantages of education and moral in- 
struction. ‘The inmates are instructed in all the 
branches usually taught seeing children in our high 
schools, including most of the moral and natural 
sciences. In addition to this, the male pupils are 
taught four mechanical branches, in which they make 
good proficiency, preparing themselves, as we trust, 
to depend hereafter ou their own industry. They 
will thus relieye the community from their support, 
and themselves from the real and greatest misfortune, 
of blindness. 

_ In the deaf and dumb asylum, there are now eighty- 
SiX pupilis, a greater number than at any for-| 
mer period. The education of the deaf and dumb) 
was one of the fisst benevolent enterprises in which | 
the state of Ohio engaged. From the want of ex-| 
perience and the necessary means, and with an inde- 
finite idea of the extent of the accommodations, | 
required, (a knowledge which experience only caa | 
furnish.) the buildings erected are not so spacious as | 
they should have been. They are consequently, at | 





the present time, very much crowded; and there now | 
€Xists a pressing necessity that they should be so’ 


mand of the militia when called@into service. It 
wcull seem to me, therefore, we should legislate 
to secure this object as far as practicable. This, 
with proper encouragement to volunteer companies, 
would render our mil:tia all we can expect it to be 
in time of peace. The subject is one of great inter- 
est to the country, and I solicit for it your careful 
consideration. 

There is, at this time, in the state Arsenal, two 
thousand six hundred and eighty muskets, fourteen 
hundred rifles and four hundred set of cavalry arms, 
all of which are in good order. There has been re- 
ceived this year as our quota of arms from the United 
States, fourteen hundred muskets, and the like num- 
ber of rifles. 

‘There has, also, been received two brass six poun- 


| ders, with carriages and equipments complete, as an 


advancement on the arms due next year. The state 
Arsenal is very much out of repair and the public 
arms are greatly exposed 30 the weather. There is no 
place provided to puta cannon or gun-carriage so 
as to protect them fromthe weather. | would, there- 
fore, recommend an appropriation sufficient to repair 
the Arsenal and to build a suitable: gun and carriage 
house, 

In discharging the various and responsible duties 
which will devolve upon you as the representatives 
of the people, it is my most sincere wish that har- 
mony may pervade your-deliberations, and that they 
may result in promoting the welfare of the state and 
the happiness and prosperity of the people. 

WILSON SHANNON. 

Columbus, December 5, 1843. 


ILLINOIS, 


CHuicaGo AND ILLINOIS CANAL. 


It is expected you will receive, during | 
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Massachusetts, who is a commissioner for the deter- 
mination of certain law questions connected with 
the loan. [ Philad. Sentinel. 


Philadelphia, October 30, 1813. 

Sir: I duly received your letter of the 28th in- 
stant, covering copies of the letter and enclosure 
forwarded to you by William Sturges, Abbott Law- 
rence, and T. W. Ward, esqs. of Boston, desiring 
the services of Captain William H. Swift, of the 
corps of topographical engineers, to make certain 
inquirtes and examinations in relation to the Illinois 
and Michigan Canal. 

It gives megreat pleasure to contribute any thing 
in the power of thedepartment of war the tendency 
of which may be to accomplish the completion of 
that canal, which will form the great and important 
connexien so long expected and so anxiously desired 
‘between the Mississippi and Lake Michigan. The 
selection of Captain Swift for this duty is an admi- 
rable one, as, from his high personal character, his 
scientific attainments, and his great practical expe- 
rience, the most implicit confidence can be 'reposed 
inthe result of his labors. You will, therefore, be 
pleased to detail him for this duty, and direct him to 
hold himself in readiness for its performance on the 
shortest notice. 

I hail this effortas an evidence of returning con- 
fidence abroad, as well in the stability of our insti- 
tutions as in the value of the stupendous internal im- 
provements which our states have commenced and 
in part completed. ‘The depression of the monetary 
concerns of our country has affected individuals, 
corporations, and governments, and rendered them 
unable, although not unwilling, to meettheir engage- 
ments. The recuperative energy of our people, how- 
ever, is exhibiting its power, and the day ts not far 
distant when return of confidence will lead to a full 
restoration of public credit. 

No matter whether the expenditures of the state 
governments have been wise or unwise, the debts 
| have been incurred on the faith of the states. The 
only inquiry which the people make is, ‘‘Have they 
been incurred under the authority of law? If 
iso, they must and shall be paid.” Such JT know 
\from my intercourse with the great mass of the peo- 
lple to be the sentiments of nine-tenths of them. 
Their correct mode of thinking upon this subject 
has not been fully understood either abroad or at 
home in our Atlantic cities. There is a stern inte- 
grity and a sound morality in our citizens, which 
will be exhibited by them and be eventually appre- 
ciated by the world at large. They will never tole- 
rate the idea that the faith of the republic shall be 
intentionally ‘violated. t am, with great respect 
very truly yours, J. M. PORTER. 

Colonel J. J. Anenr, 

Commanding Topographical Engineers. 
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WHIG STATE CONVENTION, 

The whigsof Illinois held their state convention 
at Springfield on the llth instant. The attendance 
of delegates was unusually large, and their delibe- 
ratiens evinced an entire harmony of sentiment and 
purpose. Resolutions were passed expressive of un- 
diminished confidence in Elenrny Cray, as the candi- 
date for the presidency, and expressing an opinion 
favorable to the nomination of Jonn Davis for the 
vice presidency. A ticket of presidential electors 
was nominated, and two delegates were chosen for 
the state at large to attend the Whig National Con- 
vention to be held at Baltimore on the first of May 
next. A system of party organization throughout 
the state was also determined on, and the holding of 
two mass conventions to confirm and ratify the nomi- 
nations of the Baltimore Convention—the first to be 
held at Peoriaon the 19th of June, and the second at 
Vandalia on the 17th of July. Indeed, the proceed- 
ings throughout give evidence that the whigs of Illi- 
noisare resolved not to fail in the performance of 





Accident placed in | any part of their duty during the ensuing presiden- 


our possession the following letter from the Hon. | tial campaign. 


James M. PORTER, S¢ cretary of the war department; 
as it contains sentiments so true in themselves and | 
so honorable to the country, we cannot forbear the, 


pleasure of laying it before the public. 

Application had been made by a committee of dis- 
tinguished gentlemen at Boston to have the services 
of Captain W.H. Swirr, of the corps of Topogra- 
phical engineers, to determine certain questions con- 
nected with the Chicago and Illinois Canal, which 
questions were made conditions by the Barings, of 
London, in reference toa loan which they were will- 
ing tomake to the state of Illinois for the purpose of 
finishing that canal. The secretary of war being then 
at Philadelphia, Col. Asenr, to whom the applica- 
tion was addressed, immediately forwarded it to Phi- 
ladelphia for the decision and orders of the secreta- 
ry, and the letter which we have copied is his reply to 
Col. ABEerRT. 

We understand that Captain Swirris now upon 





the duty, in conjunction with ex-governor Davis, of 


The following isa complete list of the delegates 
from the state to the National Whig Convention: 
Geo. T. M. Davis, Lincoln Bb. Knowlton, Wm. H. 
Davidson, Cyrus Edwards, J. T. B. Stapp, Thomas 
L. Dickey, J. W. Singleton, E. B. Washburne, E. 
D. Baker. 

The following gentlemen were chosen as the whig 
candidates for presidential electors: Abraham Lin- 
coln, S. Lasle Smith, Joseph Gillespie, E. B. Webb, 
Usher F. Linder, John J. Brown, D. M. Woodsam, 
Nathaniel Belcher, William Brown. 





ARKANSAS. 

Convention. The Democratic Convention met 
on the 4th and adjourned on the 6th inst. They ap- 
pointed Messrs. Reardon, Hamley, and Adaims, their 
delegates to the Baltimore Convention. Resolu- 
tions were brought in, expressive of their individual 
preferences for Martin Van Buren as their Ist choice, 


and J. C. Calhoun as their 2nd. 
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POLITICAL. the national convention as a candidate for the presi-| the effect that the Calhoun men have backed out are 
dency with that degree of unanimity which could | about to withdraw their candidate; &c., &e. We see 
PRESIDENTIAL alone give moral force to their recommendation, Ij the news making rapid flight over the country—Mr, 


From the Madisonian. 


Mr. Tyler placed his opposition to Blair and Rives | 


on this ground of wrong and persecution, and on that 
of the necessily of union in the party. ' 
argument of the necessity of conciliation peculiarly 


strong. Judging from the recent elections, the whig | 


vote, in all human probability, will prevail in the 
following states at the coming presidential election, 
even with the most strenuous exertions of the united 
democratic party to prevent it, viz: 


Maine : : ’ ; ; ; 9 
Massachusetts ; . t ‘ }2 
Rhode Island . ; : ‘ ‘ 4 
Vermont , ; ; ‘ ‘ ; 
Delaware . : ; : . ‘ 3 


Maryland. . , . ; . 8 
North Carolina : ‘ ; ‘ 11 


Georgia . : , ; : . 
Kentucky ; , ; ° ‘ j2 
Tennessee. . ‘ ° . , . 13 


Ohio , é ‘ ‘ , ‘ 23 
Electoral votes certain 1 
The democratic candidate would, in all probabili- 
ty, receive the votes of the states below: 


New Hampshire ; , : ‘ 6 
Virginia eke , ; ° - 17 
Illinois ° , ‘ ; ; : 9 
Alabama , . ‘ : : . 9 
Missouri . ; ; > : e 7 
Arkansas . ; , ; : Pt 
Michigan . ° ; : : ; HS) 
South Carolina. > . : . 9 
Electing certain 65 


The battle ground must then be in the states of 
Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Louisiana, 
New Jersey, Indiana, and Mississippi—97 electoral 
votes in all. One hundred and thirty-eight votes are 
necessary to an election. The whigs having one 
hundred and eleven, have to struggle for twenty-se- 
ven electors. The democratic candidate having six- 
ty-five votes, has to struggle to obtain seventy-five 
votes. This very statement of the case is sufiicient 
to cause any republican opposed to Mr. Clay and his 
policy to feel doubt and alarm as to the result. 
is, however, the fuet, and it is unwise to attempt to 
conceal it. “To conceal it, under the idea that a de- 
mocratic president is to be made, as a matter of 
course, as lovers in a novel marry of course, is the 
height of folly, and will result in certain defeat to 
the cause. When, in addition to this fact, we come 
to recullect that in the late election of New York 
more than sufficient to elect the whig president ac- 
cording to our impression, has unquestionably thrown 
a majority of the popular vole against the democratic 
party, the most discreet and decided steps should 


have been at once taken to insure the success of the | 


republican cause. 


COL. JOHNSON. 

The Frankfort (Ky.) Commonwealth of Wednes- 
day says: 

“Col Johnson passed this place on Saturday last on 
his way home. We understand he says nothing can 
prevent Mr. Ciay’s election but the running of him- 
self.” 

MR. BUCHANAN AND THE PRESIDENCY. 

The following address from the hun. James Be- 
CHANAN appeared in the Lancaster Intelligencer of 
Tuesday week last: 

To the Democrats of Pennsylvania. 

Fe.tow-Cirizens: After long and serious reflec- 
tion, | have resolved to withdraw my name from the 
list of presidential candidates to be presented before 
the democratic national convention. ‘This resolution 
has been dictated by an anxious desire to drive dis- 
cord from the ranks of the party, and secure the 


state and throughout the union. 


entirely my own spontaneous act, and proceeds from 
the clearest and strongest conviction of duty. 

Whilst thus taking my Jeave as your candidate for 
the presidential office, J am animated by a sense of 
profound gratitude for the unanimity and enthusiasm 
with which youhave urged my elevation to the highest 
office on earth. This feeling shall remain engraven 
on my heart until time for me shall be no longer. 


When, in January last, democratic members of | 
our state legislature, in their letter addressed to me, | 


“presented my name to the union as Pennsylvania’s 
favorite candidate for the presidency,” | made some 
observations in my answer to which | aesire to recall 
your attention. I then stated that if the democracy 


We think this | 


Such | 


-| have done nothing to tarnish your fair fame. 


felt that I ought not to counteract their wishes.” 
This, I am proud to believe, they would do with un- 
exampled unanimity; yet every unprejudiced man 
who has observed the current of political events 
since that period must be convinced that even the 
great moral influence of Pennsylvania with her sis- 
‘ter states ry be exerted in vain to secure my 
‘nomination. nder such circumstances, ought I, for 
any personal considerations, to suffer the great state 
'which has bestowed so many honors upon me to ask, 
| the first time in her history, for a presidential can- 
'didate of her own, with a certain conviction on my 
part that the request would not be granted? Should 
| I be the means of placing her democracy in a false 
position, which yet their high sense of honor and the 
noble perseverance of their character might forbid 
them to abandon? To ask these questions, my heart 
, tells me, is to answer them in the negative. Every 
| feeling of gratitude and of duty dictates that I should 
leave them todecide, in the national convention, among 


| the candidates whoge prospects are more promising. 


But a still higher obligation rests upon-me. In 
my letter, to which I have already referred, I de- 
‘clare that “the principles and the success of the 
|democratic party so immeasurably transcend in im- 
portance the elevation of any individual, that they 
‘ought not to be jeoparded, in the slightest degree, by 
personal partiality for either of the candidates.” 
| And, again: “If 1 know my own heart, I should most 
freely resign any pretensions which the partiality of 
| friends has set up for me, if by this I could purchase 
ee and unanimity in the selection of a demo- 
‘cratic candidate.” 

The time has néw arrived when 1 fee] myself con- 
strained to apply these principles to my own prac- 
‘tice. It is true that I may not be able to secure 
entire unanimity in the party by withdrawing my 
iname from the list of candidates, but yet I shall 
| reduce their number, and thus diminish the elements 


‘of discord. The great moral and numerical strength 
lof Pennsylvania, to which her uniform self-sacri- 
ficing patriotism adds a double force, will then be 
felt in all its sowde. and may decide the contest in a 
/manner satisfactory to the entire democracy of the 
| union. 

I can proudly say that, since | have occupied the 
‘position of your candidate before the country, to 
‘which | was assigned by your unsulicited kindness, | 
Enter- 
taining the conviction that the glory and perpetuity 
‘of our institutions require that the highest office 
vunder heaven should be the voluntary gift of the only 
free people upon earth, { have totally abstained from 
all personal efforts to promote my own success. 








After what [have already said, I need searcely 
again repeat the pledge | have so often given, that I 
shall firmly support the nominee of the democratic 
national convention. 

To my friends in other states, who have deemed 
/me worthy of their support, | tender my most grate- 
| ful thanks; believing that I shall best promote their 
| wishes for the union and strength of the democratic 
'party by withdrawing from what they must now be 
satisfied would be a hopeless contest for the nomi- 

nation. 

| In conclusion, I can solemnly declare, that the 
| only solicitude which I personally feel upon the sub- 
ject of this letter is. that you shall be satisfied with 
my conduct; for, next to the approbation of my God, 
I value your continued favor far above all other con- 
| siderations. JAMES BUCHANAN. 

| Wasuineton, December 14, 1843. 


MR. CALHOUN NOT WITHDRAWN. 
The Charleston Mercury, which may be consider- 
'ed, we suppose, Mr. Calhoun’s organ at home, thus 
/comments upon the notion—because Van Buren can- 
_didates succeeded in the caucus for nominating offi- 


cers of congress—that therefore Mr. Calhoun has | 
ascendancy of democratic principles, both in the | 
In arriving at this | 
conclusion | have consulted no human being. It is | 


withdrawn. 

‘The indications are,’ says the Mercury, ‘‘That 

‘‘Mr. Van Buren’s editors are determined to con- 
sider the whole matter a mere question ahout men, 
and that they were to succeed of course if they could 
moke out for their candidate a temporary superiority 
in congress or elsewhere. With us such a considera- 
tion is of no sort of weight, and we shall never for 
-aday pay any respect to it. In the organization of 
‘the house, a rule in caucus, requiring the assent of 
| two thirds to make a nomination valid, was adopted 
for the express purpose of preventing any breach in 
the parly or any organization of selections of it on 
presidential preferences—that this latter might not 
intrude where it had no business. The consequence 
was, the election of men whose preferences are sup- 
posed to be for Mr. Van Buren, and straightway a 


of Pennsylvania “should resolve to offer my name to | correspondent of the Richmond Enguirer writes to 


Calhoun is about to be withdrawn! and there are 
many besides democrats who receive it as the news 
of a “great victory.” The Washington Spectator jn 
the following paragraphs, sets the matter right. 

‘‘We see in the Intellizencer of this morning a let. 
ter published from the Richmond Enquirer, written 
from Washington, in which it is stated that inthe 
caucus nominating Mr. Jones for speaker, Mr. Ca]. 
houn’s friends stated “that they had no expectation 
of Mr. Calhoun’s nomination for the presidency, but 
that they intended to support the nominee of the 
convention.” This is not true. Mr. Calhoun’s friends 
said no such thing. One member from Alabama 
used language probably to the effect stated. Nor was 
the position of Mr. Calhoun’s friends quite as hum. 
ble and beseeching as this letter represents it to be. 
We understand that they.they took the position that 
if the majority wished to act on their majority 
strength, they were welcome to doso; but that it 
would not then be at all necessary for the minorit 
to be present. But that if the minority was given 
power over the action of the caucus, by increasing 
the majority necessary to make a nomination to two. 
thirds, that then they would remajn and act with the 
party. Their proposition was assented to, but it had 
no connexion whatever with the presidency; but stood 
on the merits of party justice and policy only. 


As to Mr. Calhoun’s friends withdrawing him as q 
candidate from the presidential canvass previous to 
May next, there are many things to occur before such 
a step will even be thought of by anyof them. Many 
questions are to arise in congress—the tariff amongst 
them—which must be settled before it can be deter- 
mined who will be the candidate of the democratie 
| party for the presidency. It is by nomeans impossi- 
ble that, by May next, Mr. Van Buren may not wait 
for his friends to withdraw him, but withdraw him- 
self.” 

And these “questions”? we say for the thousandth 
time, are the soul and body of the whole dissension 
between the Calhoun and the Van Burenmen. In 
comparison with these we will not consider the per- 
sonal question at all. If we cannot support the de- 
mocratic creed, the true creed, with free trade at its 
head, in supporting Mr. Van Buren, then will we 
never support him, though forty conventions should 
unanimously nominate him. Andif we can support 
that creed best by supporting him, we shall take good 
care not to allow the interests of any man to inter- 
fere. As to the national convention we have never 
| desired its existence and therefore care precious |it- 
' tle whether it is composed of men or monkeys.— 
| What is reasonable and good in itself is not made a 
| particle more so by the sanction of such a body, and 
| what is bad is not a whit worse for its approval and 
| praise.” 
| Thus far the Mercury, but (says the N. Y. Ameri- 
/can) we may, nevertheless, hint to the Mereury that 
| the moral weight—that is not the word exactly, for 

there is special Jittle morality in the matter—we 
| would rather say the influence upon mercenary party 
-ecaleulations and combinations of Mr. Van Buren’s 
sweeping suecess in the choice of house officers, will 
in the and, be found to tell,or we are much mistaken, 
alike against Mr. Calhoun’s prospects and principles. 


—_——— 











MR. CLAY. 

The Knoxville (East Tennessee) Register of the 
6th instant contains the following letter addressed by 
Mr. Cray toa committee of the whigs of Greene 
county, Tennessee: 


Ashland, 10th Nov., 1843. 

GeNTLEMEN: | have received your friendly letter, 
in behalf of a large and respectable number of the 
citizens of Greene county, tendering me the hospi- 
talities of that county and of Greeneville, and a 
| public dinner. Lam highly honored by this kind in- 
| vitation, which I appreciate the more from the frank 
exposure of the prejudices which once existed against 
me, inthe minds of many of my feliow citizens of 
Tennessee, their causes and their final removal as 
described in your Jetter. These prejudices, gentle- 
men, were not peculiar to Tennessee. When they 
raged, in their greatest violence, conscious of their 
injustice, I felt convinced that the day would come 
when my countrymen would be fully persuaded that 
I had served them with zeal, integrity, and fidelity. 
Taat day has come,and | rejoice that a merciful 
Providence has permitted me to survive the calum- 
nies that were put forth to crush me. And I rejoice 
also that magnanimous Tennessee siands pre-eminent 
in devotion to truth, to justice, and to the repara- 
tion of unmerited injury. [should be most happy, 
gentlemen, to make to you and my fellow citizens of 
Greene county, in person, my grateful acknowledg- 
ments, and to partake of the hospitality which you 





have done me the honor to tender; but I regret that 
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Carolina, in fulfilment of my engagement to visit 
Raleigh, different from that which you supposed. J 
shall go to New Orleans next month and towards 
the spring proceed through Alabama, Georgia, and 
South Carolina, to North Carolina, thus traversing 
an interesting portion of our Union, which I have 
never seen. You will perceive that this course of 
my journey will take me far away from Greeneville. 
I regret, therefore, that it is not in my power to ac- 
cept your obliging invitation. 

I pray you to accept, gentlemen, for yourselves 
and for those whom you represent, the cordial thanks, 
and assurances of the highest respect and esteem for 
your grateful friend, and obedient servant, 

HENRY CLAY. 

Messrs. .4. Williams, &c. &c. 


LETTER TO MR. CLAY. 


Wythe county, Va., Nov. 16th 1843. 

Dear Sir: Ata meeting of a portion of the citi- 
zens of our county, favorable to your election to the 
presidency of the United States, we were instructed 
to address you in relation to your proposed visit to 
North Carolina, and request you to make Wytheville 
a point in going or returning. We are aware that 
you have marked out a different route for your jour- 


ney; but as circumstances may occur which will lead | 
you to make some change thereof, we hope, in that | 

. . . { 
event, you will find it convenient to comply with the | 


request which we have been unanimously authorised 
to make of you. 


Time, the great examiner of men, and all the af- | 


fairs of men, has demonstrated how well vou have 


deserved the confidence which the people of Kentucky | 
have reposed in you for nearly half a century. And! 
we are cheered with the belief that a like confidence | 


awaits you on the part of a large majority of the 
people of our beloved republic. 

We cannot close this @mmunication, without ad- 
verting to a measure with which your name is pecu- 
liarly identified—the protection of domestic manu- 
factures. The people of your native state are 
beginning to feel an interest in this great measure, 
notwithetanding the oracular admonitions of our po- 
litical advisers, that our past and present tariff Jaws 
are impolitic and oppressive. ‘They are beginning to 
learn that by increasing the stimulus to labor, result- 
ing from the application of capital to home produc- 


tion, additional capital can “be generated by an act 


of legisiation.”” Experience is fast teaching us that 
there are other sources of national wealth than mere 
profits of capital, and that operatives in our factories 
do not labor for a bare subsistence, and have nothing 
left for accumulation. Our own Richmond and Pe- 
tersburg alford a signal proof of the wisdom of the 
protective policy. 

But in our sister states of North Carolina the evi- 
dence reaches from a nearer point. There, and 
within one hundred mites of us, are cotton factories 
of cloth and yarn, from which we are often furnished 
at our doors, to the exclusion of similar fabrics from 
the northern factories. ‘The limits of a letter, how- 
ever, wiil not permit us to go further on this subject, 


always interesting to you, and all amportait to our 


individual prosperity and national independence. 
Your fellow citizens, 
Charles L. Crocket, John T. ) 
Watker, T. J. Morrison, Jacob Haller, Theodore B 
Harlin 
Hon. Henry Clay, Lexington, Ky. 


Mr. Ciay’s REPLY. 
Ashlund, 27th November, 1843. 

Genyt_Lemen: I have received your obliging letter. 
Ishould be highly gratified to visit Wythe county, 
Which besides other recommendations, bears a vene- 
rable name, of which [ never hear without emotions 
of gratitude. But I dare not allow myself the plea- 
Sure of cxpecting such a visit next spring. If, how- 
ever, contrary to ny present purposes, | stiould take 
that route on my return home, | will eagerly seize) 
the occasion to exchange friendly salutations with 
my fellow-citizens of Wythe. | 
| 


Gentlemen, | have sought to merit the confidence | 
of the people of Kentucky, to which you are pleased | 
to refer, not by flattering or deceiving them, nor by! 
always agreeing with them, but by houestly, truly, | 
and sincerely endeavoring to serve them.  Justly up| 
preciating my motives, they have uniformly and | 
masnanimously sustained me. They know, and [| 
feel, how deeply my heart is penetrated with grati-| 
tude and thankfulness to them. 

T rejoice to learn that the people of my native state, 
and the people of the whole union have become sen- | 
sible of the great advantages of fostering our national 
industry. Without any encouragement from legtsla- | 
tion, from the indispensable wants of the community 
and the necessity of the case, manufactures must 
have ultimately sprung up in our country. The in- 


| 
| 
| 





business has compelled me to take a route to North 


Savers, James C, 





and stand and walk, but he will learn much sooner, 
by the helping hand of an affectionate parent. The 
day will come—it is nigh at hand—when all will be 
surprised that there should ever have been any diffe- 
rence of opinion about the policy of just and reason- 
able encouragement to the interests of our own coun- 
try, against the rivalry, the selfishness, and prohibito- 
ry policy of foreign nations, who are indifferent to 
our welfare. And in the benefits of this truly paren- 
tal and national policy, all parts of our country, di 
rectly or indirectly, will participate. You speak of 
Richmond, of Petersburg, and North Carolina. The 
observation might have been extended to other parts 
south and west. And how interesting 1s it to con- 
template the vast exchanges, which are constantly in 
operation in the various products of our industry 
among the various parts of our great and glorious 
union! Long may it continue, and they increase in 
value, variety, and extent! 

Accept, gentlemen, assurances of the high respect 
and warm regard of your friend and obedient servant, 

HENRY CLAY. 

| Messrs. Charles L. Crockett, John T. Sayers, James 
C. Walker, T. J. Morrison, Jac. Haller, and Theo- 
dore B. Hamlin, &c., &c., &e. 














AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. 
BY LORD BROUGHAM. 
It is impossible to close the page of history which 
‘records the foundation of the Great Republic, with- 


late years to have come over some friends of liberty 
in this country, inclining them against the popular 
institutions which that svstem consecrates, and upon 
which it reposes. Writers of ability, but scantily 
‘endowed with candor, observers of moderate cir- 
cumspection, men 
‘of European society, and viewing the social system 
of the New World through the medium of habits 


-and associations peculiar to that of the old, have | 


brought back for our information a number of details, 


for which they needed hardly to cross the Atlantic, | 


and have given up as discoveries a relation of mat- 
ters necessarily existing under a very popular go- 
\vernment, and in a very new community. As those 
travellers had, pretty generally failed to make many 


converts among the friends of free institutions, either 


in Franee or in England, there would have been 
little harm done to the cause of truth, and no great 


hichest interests of both countries requife should be 
maintained unbroken between them. But unhappily 
/some persons of superior class appear, from party 


or from persona! feelings, to have, without due re- | 


flection on the mischief they were doing, sufier- 


ed their minds to be poisoned by the same pre- 
judices; and, a single indiscretion having suffered 


’ 


their private jeiters, wrilten under the influence of 


such prepossessions, to see the light, it becomes every 


‘out adverting to the singular change that seems of 


laboring under the prejudices | 


interruption given to the friendly relations which the | 
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fant ebild, without any help, will finally learn to rise | them;’* a nation whose general elections have of late 


| years been found a scene of the most hateful corrup- 
tion, although we should be guilty of a most gross 
and unpardonable exaggeration, were we on this ac- 
count to stigmatize the whole people as ‘tutterly im- 
moral.” in the terms rashly applied to his neighbors 
by the Canadian Governor, 

But the charzes which he allows himself to lay, 
and which his relatives have thought it right to pub- 
lish, are more specific. “The government seems to 
ime the worst of tyrannies, that of the mob support- 
ed by the odious and profligate corruption. Noman 
/who aims at power dare avow an opinion of his own, 
he must pander to the lowest prejudices of the peo- 
_ple, and in their parties (the two great ones which 
‘now divide the Union, the Locofocos and the Whigs) 
‘the only suhjeetof the leading men of either is to 
‘instil some wretchedly low sentiment into the peo- 
ple, and then explode it for their own advantage.— 
| There is scarcely a statesman of either who would 
|not adopt the most violent or the basest doctrine, 
‘however, if he thought that he could work it to ad- 
;vantage with the majority—peculation and jobbing 
,are the only objects; delusion, and the basest flattery 
of the people, the means.” “If,’? adds this discreet 
istatesman, “they drive us into war, the blacks in the 

south will soon settle all that part of the Union; and 
in the north | feel sure that we can lick them to their 
|heart’s content.” A republic could answer in for- 
'mer times in countries where there was no people, or 
ifew; the bulk of the population Helots and slaves; 
but where there is a people, and they have the pow- 
er, government is only possible by pandering to their 
| worst passions, which makes the country unbearable 
toa man of any education, and the central covern- 
‘ment itself a hyword amongst civilized nations. [ 
hope (he concludes, perhaps consistently enough) that 
'we may live long enough to see this great bubble 





/burst; and I do not believe that we need be very loug- 
lived for that.” (316 ) 

am sorry to be under the necessity of declaring 
‘that one is at a loss whether most to marvel at the 
total want of common reflection, or the extraordinay 


} 


/wantof common information, in this passage—the 
production of aman in high office, addressed to a 
man still higher, and who presumes, without any de- 
liberation, and with no knowledge of the subject, to 
pronounce so sweeping a censure upon the whole 
body of a great nation, all their statesmen, and all 
their institutions. It is fit the Americens should 
well understand that these are the errors and this the 
rashness of the late Governor Gentral of Canada, 
and not shared by the liberal party, or by any but the 
most ignorant and the most prejudiced ip this countrye 

First of all, Lord Sydenham is no authority on the 
subject of the United States, merely because he was 
Governor of Canada, and never in the Union at all. 
Had he remained in London he would have been as 
well quatilied to judge of those states, as his living 


U 
near them for two years could make him; nay, a 


. ° : - a ~~ “¢ rrp ‘ > sy y he ie Ts . >» } ‘ 9,1 ri ' 
one, whose general Opin yes coineide with those of great deal bette I " Lot his re ide nee if Cana ia W ithout 


the individuals in question, to protest against the in- 


ference that such sentiments are shared by the libe- 


ral party in England. This } 


becomes the more ne- | judices; end these 

cessary, in consequence of the tendency which the ascendant over him by the disputes of a border na- 
° . 4 . . ; whips bo wrve ¢ , at) 

most reprehensible conduct of some of the states in, ture, in which he was involved. 


giving him one tittle more of information, had the 
manifest tendency to fill his mind with Canadian pre- 
j : views seem to gain a still greater 


1 should, during 


the Union towards their public creditors has to pre- the separation of Engiand and Scotland before the 


t 


, would probably soon sink into oblivion, how respect 


able soever the quarters which they may, without lisle. . ‘ , 
[allude erations from York or from Lincoln, I should have 


due reflection. ave been sulfered to reach. 


pare the way for the reception of such unsound Seventeenth century, never have looked to the War- 
opinions—opinions which, if left to themselves, den of the West Marches for a candid accountof the 


people on the Seotch border when he lived at Car- 
But, had the Warden directed his hostile op- 


more particularly to some letters lately published of believed him just as ignorant as if he had bived in 
‘Lord Sydenham, written confidentially to his late | London and a very great deal more prejudiced, 


colleagues, while he was acting under them as go- 
vernor general of British North America—tetters, 
the publication of which has, to me, who knew their 
writer, and respected his generally sound principles, 
been a subject of much regret, which he appears to 
have written in a moment of some irritation, but 
which would do serious injury to the good under- 
standing that happily has been restored between 
the two nations, if they were supposed to speak the 
sense of those among us who are most friendly to 
America. 

A great deal of vague and general abuse may be 
nassed over, as that the Aincricans ‘tare a calculat- 


ing people, and fight not for glory but plunder” — ) 
“such a set of braggadocios, that their public men | 


must submit to the claims of their extravagant vani- 
ty and self-sufliciency’’—that there is among them a 
‘-veneral debase:nent;—that those who aim-at place 
are corrupt and corrupters, and the masses who be- 
stow preferment ignorant, prejudiced, dishonest, and 
utterly immoral.” I fear me most if not all of this 


railing might be retorted upon a certain nation whose 


wars in Cnina have been warmly eulogized by Lord 
Sydenham in another letter, though he is greatly 
scandalized that allthe glory of his friends is not 
likely to prevent their seats “slipping fromj under 


| Next let usobserve how little the Governor Gen- 
eral had studied constitutions when he assumes the 
office of deciding on their comparative merits.— 
| It would not be easy to crowd more manifest errors 
‘into one sentence than are found in the few lies 
‘about ancient republics. Many things respecting 
| those systems are obscurely known, and ure therefore 
ithe subject of controversy; but no one ever affected 
'to doubt of the matters on which this strange sen- 
|tenee errs, and errs dozgmAtically. Sparta is of course 
alluded to by the mention of Helots; but Sparta was 
not a republican, it was an aristocratic goverument. 
' Then Achens, which was a republic, so far from 
proving that such a government “could answer is 
precisely the example always resorted to in order to 
prove what Lord Sydenham states to be the vice 
of the American government as contrasted with the 





*The nalvere of this passage Is exceedingly great— 
“But what ts the use of all this glory if your seats slip 
from under you?” ‘Then, after a great ubuse of John 
Buil, “fam atraid that the possession of power is making 
me terribly inclined to despotism for I am thinking of 
planting my Cabbages rather under the shade of Meter- 
nich or the Ozar,” @c. p. 326. To be sure; and this is 


exactly the consequence of being governor general with * 
dictatorial power. 
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Grecian, namely, the statesmen ‘“‘pandering to the 
passions of the people.” Yet, this notwithstanding, 
can any one say that Athens, the very seat of this 
worst of vices, was by it ‘*made unbearable to a man 
of any education.”. Does he conceive that any of us, 
even in Canada, are more refined, more civilized, 
more educated, than the ornaments of Athenian so- 
ciety, the very men who were fain to court the peo- 
ple? It 1s another error equally great to make it the 
peculiar characteristic uf the modern republic, and 
the feature that distinguishes it from the ancient, that 
the ‘“‘people really had the power.” In Athens, if 
any where, they really had the power; we are only 
left to speculate on the restraints under which it was 
exercised, and even to doubt if any such existed in 
practice. But assuredly the bulk of the power was 
in their hands more than in any other democracy, 
ancient or modern. 

That in the American Government there exist 
great imperfections no man can doubt; one among 
the greatest has lately been removed, because the 
central power of the Federacy is now enabled better 
to maintain its relations with foreign states in conse- 
quence of the recent improvement of the constitu- 
tional law. But there remain blots which still dis- 
figure the system, and 1n practice sadly mar its work- 
ing. Of these, the very worst, undoubtedly,is the 
entire change of public functionaries, from the highest 
to the lowest, which follows every clianze of the 
President, converts all the more considerable mem- 
bers of the community into place-hunters, and makes 
the whole interval, between one election of chief 
magistrate and another, a constant scene of canvass. 
The removal of this and a few other imperfections 
would make the Government of America as fauitless 
as a very popular system can ever be. ‘That some 
and even considerable evils would be left, evils in 
separable from a Republic, because growing out of 
the large share assigned to the people in the distri- 
bution of power, cannot be doubted. But it is no 
discovery of Lord Sydenham’s, that as long as men 
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are men, power and pre-eminence will be sought af- | 
ter; and that if the power of bestowing these is vest- | 
ed in the people, the people will be courted by those 
who seck after them. 

We are upon a practical, not a speculative, ques- 
tion; and that question is not as to the impossible at- 
tainment of theoretical perfection, but as to Hie com- 
parative merits of different schemes of polity. Pow 
must rest in some part of the community. Patrona 


have the power. Shall they be the people at large: 
No, says Lord Sydenham; for if the people are to 
choose their ministers, they who would fill ministe- 
rial places will debase themselves by pandering to 
the people’s prejudices. But what if we cuirust 
this delicate office to a court er a prince, for the 
purpose of making the duty be more uprightly cis- 
charged, aud exalting the character of the candidates | 
for favox? Are we so blinded by the evils of popular | 
canvass as to have all of a sudden forgotten th 
other time-serving, that old species of fawning, t 
worser form of flattery, which the friends of freedom 
and of purity used to charge upon the para 
princes, the crew of courtiers, the minions who pan- 
der to the propensities, not of the people, but the 
despot? Then shall power and patronage be vested 
na patrician body, in a class of men whom ‘ta mau 
of education” might well find not ‘‘unbearabie?”— 
The class fawned upon would here no doubt be found 
more relined in tts tastes, and must be propitiated | 
with more dainty flattery. Yet 1 question if the 
fawning would be less pliant, if the Senator would 
be less given to cringe, than they who, instead of 
crawling in the anteroom of the noble, after a more 
homely fashion take the hand of the peasant and the 
mechanic. 1 greatly doubt if less falsehocd will be 
found in the smooth speeches addressed to the select 
patrician circle than in the boisterous harangues de- 
livered to win the plebeian. One ground of my 
doubt is the recollection which we all have of the 
scenes of endless intrigue and wide-spread corrup- 
tion displayed by the aristocratic courts of modern 
Italy, to say nothing of ancient Rome in her more 
patrician days; and another ground of my doubt is 
precisely this, that men are more prone to practise 
deception in secret than in public, and therefore 
more likely to use unworthy acts in the closet, the 
appointed scene of intrigue, than on the hustings, | 
from whence the grosser species of intrigue, at least, 
must for ever be banished. 

And here is furnished a very striking proof of the 
entire carelessness with which this political reason- | 
er made his observations upon America, and formed | 


s11es ol 
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‘expected to conciliate? 
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siderate person that this charge is wholly impossible. 
The existence of such violent party divisions, and 
the publicity with which every department of govern- 
ment is administered, make peculation impractica- 
ble. They might as well be charged with‘compas- 
sing and imagining the death of the king.” It is an 
offence which in such a country can have no exist- 
ence. But this manifest error into which the writer 
has fallen, while itshows the strength of his preju- 
dices against the Americans, proves also the weak- 
ness of his means of annoyance, and it isa sufficient 
answer to much of his general invective. 


As to the standing topic of vulgar manners, let it 
be fairly stated that there are many parts both of 
France and England to which we should not think of 
resorting were we in quest of patterns of polished 
manners. Even while representing Manchester, Lord 
Sydenham would hardly have cited the bulk of his 
constituents as superior in elegance to the people of 
New York. But an authority fully as high as him- 
self on this delicate matter, M. de Lafayette, would 
have severely chid him for underrating even the man- 
ners of the Americans; and if, after such an authori- 
ty, any further defence were required, two facts may 
be mentioned. Sir R. Liston declared that he had 
never conversed with a better bred sovereign in any 
court of Europe than General Washington; and 
among the women of the highest breeding in our day 
no one would hesitate to mention lady Wellesley.* 
‘They who have never been in the United States may 
surely be pardoned if they feel unable to believe the 
notion entertained by others who, like themselves 
and Lord Sydenham, have also been there, but who 
would yet assume General Washington and lady 
Wellesley to be the only persons of fine manners 


|ever produced in the Union. 


It is, however, not avowedly on the score of their 
iinderbreeding that the governor-general rests his 
dislike of the Americans. On the contrary, he ra- 
ther seems disposed to pass that head of complaint 
lightly, though it is plainly enough at the bottom of 
many feelings upon the subject. His main accusa- 
tion is mob tyranny, and habit of their public men 
quailing before it. No doubt a certain degree of this 
evil is inseparable from every popular government. 
Who in Ireland dares profess any opinion hostile to 
the Romish hierarchy throughout three of the pro- 
vinces, or favourable to itin the fourth? Who in 183] 
was safe in England if he proclaimed his dislike of 
the reform bill? What public meeting has any mo. 
derate liberal politician ventured to hold of late 
years? Have not even the corn-law repealers been 
fain to raise the popular ery of cheap bread in as- 
semblies collected by tickets, and from which the 
multitude were carefully excluced? We may not go 
far as the Americans in humouring the popular 
cry of the hour when we address our constituents, 
because our government is less purely popular than 
theirs; but can any one doubt that the speeches of 
our political chiefs—aye, and even their measures 
hen in oflice—take the tincture of the multitude to 
hom they are addressed, and whose favour they are 
If this be denied, we may 
require to be informed what Lord Sydenham pre- 
cisely meas when—adverting to the free trade mea- 
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stires respecting timber, sugar, and, above all, corn, 
in 1°41—he says, “It is an immense point gained to 


get a new flag under which to fight, 
ingland do not care arush for any of your Irish 
y-horses; and they are not with you upon church 


matters, or grievances of that kind. Even your fo- 


ho di 


reign policy has not touched thein the least, and I; 


doubt whether twenty victories would give you a 
borough or a county; but you have now given them 
an intelligible principle offering practical benefits to 
‘ontend for, and though defeated on it, as you doubt- 
less will be, defeat will be attended with reputation, 
and will make you, as a party in the country, far 
stronger than you have been of late ” (p. 90.) Now 
itis to be observed that the preference here given to 


‘the corn bill over the Irish chureh reform and the 
| . . . 
other measures is not rested on the relative merits, 


but solely on the relative popular tendency, of the 
different plans—their capabilities as ‘‘flags to fight un- 
der; and the corn-law is preferred because it is a 
vetter party Shibboleth. Nodoubt Lord Sydenham 


would have a right to urge that he had always main- 


tained the free trade doctrine for its own sake; but 
why will he not allow American statesmen also to | 


preter their several tenets for their own sake? Sup- 
pose he had found a letter from Mr. Stevenson to a 
South Carolina friend maintaining thatsome proposi- 
tion for preventing anti-slavery petitions from being 
received by congress was a fine ‘‘flagto fight under,” 


The people of | 


though defeated, would make the Virginian “party 
stronger than it had of late been,” how little would 
it have availed to urge that Mr. Stevenson had al- 
ways held the same Opinions? How triumphantly 
would Lord Sydenham have pointed to this letter as 3 
confession that American statesmen frame their con- 
duct upon the plan of pandering to the tastes and 
passions of the multitude? And would it have been 
deemed an answer to his inference if it had appeared 
that the party proposing this extreme course had ne- 
ver thought of it for ten years which they had pass. 
ed in office, but merely brought it forward when al] 
other means of obtaining influence had failed, and 
when their fortune among the constituent bodies of 
the country were becoming desperate? 

But these are possibly extreme cases. Are there 
no other instances, even in our own better regulated 
system, so much less disfigured by popular excess 
than the American;—no instances of public men 
shaping their conduct and their speeches according 
to the opinions and feelings, or even the tastes and 
eaprices, of the people, either generally or locally? 
Surely common fairness towards the Americans re. 
quired some consideration of the tone taken in our 
own election addresses, of the speeches made on our 
own hustings and at our public meetings, of the dif- 
ferences between these and the parliamentary speech- 
es of the same individuals, nay of the well-known 
difference between the conduct of parliament itself 
during its first and its last session. What minister 
ever ventured to propose a civil list on the eve of a 
general election? 

The arts to which our attention is directed by these 
remarks are in the highest degree discreditable to all 
who use them, and are iacalculably hurtful to the 
people upon whom they are practised. If they are, 
to a certain extent, inseparable from a very popular 
government, their mischief forms a serious deduc- 
tion from the merits of tat system. To restrain 
them within the narrowest possible limits 1s the 
bounden duty of all statesmen, but most especially it 
is the duty of those who maintain the superior 
advantages of a popular constitution. Them, above 
all others, it behoves not to lower the character of 
popular men, not to corrupt the people themselves; 
for it must never be forgotten that the flattery and the 
falsehood which taint the atmosphere of a court, the 
poison which tyrants inhale with their carliest breath, 
cannot with impunity be inspired by the people. 


After all, in estimating the merits of any govern- 
ment, we must never lose sight of what is the end of 
all government—the comfort and happiness of the 
people. It may safely be admitted that if a scheme 
could be devised for embodying a legislature of wise, 
virtuous, and enlightened men, with an executive 
council of capacity, iitregrity, firmness, removed 
from popular control, animated with the desire of 
furthering the publie good, and consulting, in the 
pursuit of it,no will or authority but their own 
chastened judgment, a mucl: purer and more noble 
government would be constituted than any that 
owes its origin to the public choice, and acts under 
the people’s stiperintendence. But unhappily, expe- 
rience has proved that any legislature, and any exe- 
cutive body, removed from al] control, soon forgets 
the object of its creation, and f 





instead of consulting 
ithe good of the community at large, confines all its 
exertions to furthering its own individual interest. 
So it must everbe unti! we are blessed with a de- 
scent of angels to undertake the management of our 
concerns. ‘Till then there is but one security forthe 
community—a watchful superintendence and an efhi- 
| cient control over its representatives and rulers. The 
‘experiment may be coarse and clumsy; it may be 
‘attended with evils of a very serious kind; it may 
|give riseto an unfortuate influence being exercised 
iby classes of the people who are neither very refin- 
(ed nor always very honest, nor even very well in- 
\formed as totheir own interests. Nevertheless, as 
-human society is constituted, in the choice of evils 
‘this is the least, it almits of many compensations; 
‘it gives the prospect of much diminution as know- 
‘ledge and as virtue advance; whereas any system 
| that excludes the popular voice must needs lead toa 
thraldom and to abuses which admit of no compen- 
| sation, and, instead of wearing out in time, only ga- 
‘ther strength and acquire increased malignity with 
every year that revolves. 

The worst of all the features in the Union, Lord 
\Sydenham has no doubt passed entirely over—the 
disgraceful prejudices against negro emancipation. 
But even these may yield to circumstances, and gire 
place to more rational as wcll as more humane 
views of national policy, provided a free government 








his opinions respecting her people. He plainly af- | ‘‘oifered an intelligible principle to contend for,” and, | continues to bless America, and no catastrophe hap- 


ee) 
firms of al] statesmen in the United States that “their 
only objects are peculation and jobbing;” and their 
means of being enabled to peculate and job. are ‘‘the 


basest flattery of the people.” Now surely a very! from America in her younger days as highly accomplish- ; quence 0 
little reflection would have sufficed to satisfy any con-! ed j 





*Orhers might well be added. For example, lady Ashi- 
burton; but her long residence in the country prevents 
ll, excepting a few, from recollecting that she came 


‘manners as the werld has more lately seen her, 


‘pens to destroy the Union. Lord Sydenham indeed 
/Is thoughless enough to view with a kind of exulta- 
tion the prospectof negro insurrection as a conse- 
the United States daring to wagea war 
‘with England. Misguided, short-sighted mau! and 
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ignorant, oh, profoundly ignorant. of the things that} fication. It was only necessary that it should be; Mr. Bayard said it was at a very early day when 
pelong to the peace and happiness of either co-| paid for, and it was of no consequence which was ‘the grant was made and the land surveyed. He 


jor in the new world! A negro revolt in our islands, 


where the whites are as a handful among their sable | 
prethren, might prove fatal to European life, but the | 
African at least would be secure, as far as security 
can be derived from the successtul shedding of big. | 
But on the continent, whete the numbers of the fwo | 


colors are evenly balanced, and all the arms are in| 
the white man’s hands, who but the bitterest enemy | 
of the unhappy slaves could bear to contemplate 
their wretchednuess in the attempt by violence to 
shake off their chains? Then again he feels quite 


defeated, and easily defeated, as soon as they draw 
the sword against England. Possibly; and yet this 
inference has not been very logically drawn by Lord 
Sydenliam from the history of the former American 
war. When the people of the colonies numbered 


chad no power, and God forbid they shonld have, to 


the right owner. The senate was placed in an em- | 
barrassed situation by proposing to refer it to an indi- | 
vidual. ! 
Mr. Buchanan said the government must obtain le- 
gal possession before they can use it; the government 


take property till the price was assessed and paid. 

Mr. Tappan maintained that it was both the right 
and practice of the government, both general and 
state, to take possession, if necessary, of the proper- 
ty of private inpividuals, and afterwards compensate 
them. Mr. I’. quoted the Jast clause of the fifth ar- 
ticle of amendments of constitution in support of 
his position. 


Mr. Woodbury referred to the 8th section of the Ist 
article to show that land must be purchased before it 





Jess than three millions, they defeated the best troops | 


of England, possessed as she was of all the strong- 
holds of the country, and sweeping the ocean with 
her fleets, before the infant republic had a flag flodt- 
ing upon the seas. That twenty-four millions, with 
entire possession of the land, and a formidable ficet 
atsea, should be overwhelmed by the Canadians and 
Nova Scotians, is certainly a possible event; but 
that itis as mucha matter of course as_ the govern- 
or of these -petty settlements complacently assures 
himself, may reasonably be doubted. Nay, it seems 
barely possible that some notion should creep into 
the minds of the, Americans, as how a war might 


Jead to the very opposite result of Canada joining | 


with the United States,aud forming an additional 
member of that great confederacy. 


They, however, who are the best friends of both 
countries, must be the least willing to indulge on 
either side in such speculations. The Americans 
will, itis to be hoped, not be tempted to form such 
pernicious projects by any notion of a hostile feeling 
towards them prevailing in this country. They may 


be well assured, that far from regarding their govern- | 


ment as ‘fa bubble,” and trusting that it soon may 
burst, the universal sentiment in* England is the hope 
that it may long continue to exhibit the proud spec 
tacle of popular freedom, and even popular power, 
combined with order at home, and moderation abroad 
in successful refutation of all the old opinions, that 
a republic was impossible in a large territory with a 
numerous people. 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, 
FIRST 
SENATE. 

DecemBer 21. Oregon Territory. Mr. tchison, 
on leave, introduced a bill to facilitate and encour- 
age the settlement of the territory of Oregon. The 
following is an abstract of its provisions: 

It provides for a line of stockades and blockhouses 
not exceeding five, from @ point on the Missouri riv- 
er into the best pass for entering the valley of the 
Oregon. The president to cause one to be erected 


SESSION. 








at or near the mouth of the Columbia river. A grant | 


of 640 acres to each white male inhabitant over 18 


years who shall cultivate the same for five years, | 


and to his heirs in case of decease. To every mar- 
ried man there shall be granted in addition 160 acres 
to the wife, and 160 acres for each child under 18 
years of agé he may have, or which shall be born 
within the territory. No sale or contract of land to 
be valid before the patent is issued, nor shall it be 
liable for any judgment, mortgage, or lien before the 
patent is issued. The territory shall comprise all the 
country west of the Rocky Mountains, and between 
the parallels of 40 and 54 deg. 40m. north latitude. 
lo carry into effect the provisions of this bill $100,- 
000 to he appropriated. 

The bill was referred to a select committee of five, 
as follows: Messrs. .4tchison, Waiker, Sevier, Merrick, 
Phelps, 

The Pea Petch. The bill to settle the title to the 
Pea Patch island by referring it for arbitration to 
Horace Binney, Esq. was taken up. 

Mr. Zeppan moved to recommit the bill to the ju- 
diciary, with instructions to amend itso as to refer 
the controversy to the supreme court of the United 
States. ‘ 

Mr. Dayton thought that if the gentleman had un- 
derstood all the facts of the case, he would not have 
objected to its proposed settlement by arbitration. 

Mr. Buchanan expressed the hope that the gentle- 
man from Ohio would recede from his objection.— 
Both the states of Delaware and New Jersey, had 
Concurred in the arrangement to allow their disput- 
ed claim to be settled by this arbitration. 

Mr. Benton said that the general government had 
the right to take the island, and go oa with its forti- 


could be used by government. 


Mr. Bayard remarked that, in the state of 
the question, he must say a few words upon it.— 
| During the late war, he said, General Dearborn, 
finding the river Delaware entirely unprotected, se- 
‘lected the Pea Patch Island asa suitable site for a 
| fortification. At that time the island was overflow- 
ed by the tide twice in twenty-four hours. The state 
‘of Delaware then claimed the island under a title 
‘conferred by the Duke of York. They ceded the 
‘island to the United States for the purpose of forti- 
fication. The United States, at great expense, sur- 
rounded-the island with a high embankment and a 
stone wall. This embankment alone cost forty thou- 
sand dollars, and the fort cost a million or more.— 
The fort itself sunk down, after a while, so that the 
lower embrazures were under the level of the water; 
and at length a fire destroyed the interior of the fort. 
The United States took down the fortification. That 
was now the condition of the is!and; surrounded by 
'a costly embankment, and containing a large quanti- 
ty of valuable materials. Mr. Gale claim- 
ed the island under a title from the state of New 
\Jersey. The United States, however, dispossessed 
|him forcibly, and damages were claimed by him for 





would here remark that the state of New Jersey did 
notembrace the island in one of her counties till 
after the controversy had arisen. 

Mr. Dayton called the attention of the senate to 
the provisions of the bill, which he read, showing 
that the rights of theaUnited States were carefully 
guarded by it. It was not his purpose, he said. to 
go into the question of territorial jurisdiction. The 
senator from Delaware says that the title of De- 
laware is incontrovertible. We in New Jersey 
are equally well satisfied that our title is good.— 
We. have the judgment of the circuit court of 
the United States in our favor, and the law offi- « 
cers of the government never took any exception to 
that decision. We concur with Delaware, however, 
in the opinion that this is the most speedy and equ- 
table mode of settling the controversy, and that there 
is nv other mode hy which it can be conveniently 
settled. The United States have had possession of 
the island for thirty years. and have paid nothing for 
it: and, meanwhile, the individual claiming it has 
been almost beggared. For years he had come here, 
secking justice, but in vain. It was not asking too 
much now of the United States to agree to this ar- 
bitration. 

Mr. @llan asked how many acres were embraced 
in the island. 

Mr. Dayton. About thirty or forty. 

On motion of Mr. Tappan, the bill was then laid 
on the table for the present. 

On motion of Mr. Evans, the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of executive business; and, after 
a short time spent therein, adjourned. 

December 22. The following memorials were 
presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Benton: From some thousands of citizens 
of Missouri and other Western States, asking that 
the boundary of Oregon may be defined, and for the 
protection and occupation of the territory. @ 

By Mr. .ftchison: To the same import, also very 
numerously signed. 





the loss of the property and for the indignity he sus- 
tained to the extent of thirty thousand dollars. This 
sum was awarded him. ‘The matter was referred to 
congress, and congress refused to ratify the arrange- 
ment. Mr. Gale brought an action in one of the 
courts of the United States against the person who 
|held possession of the is!and for the government.— 
|The trial was conducted in the circuit court of the 
| United States hel’in New Jersey. The witnesses 


| were from New Jersey, the jury belonged to New | 


| Jersey, and, without any knowledge of the title of 
| Delaware to the island, the property was deemed to 
i belong to Mr. Gale. Mr. Gale took possession of 
the island and the property there under the execu- 
| tion from a court of the United States. In this state 
|of things the state of Delaware obtained, in the dis- 
trict court of the United States in Delaware, a judg- 
'ment against Mr. Gale, by default, he making no de 
fence. The United States again took possession of 
ithe island, and there the matter has remained, unde- 
| cided, from that day to this. In order to settle the 
| question, this mode of arbitration was resorted to. 
| Delaware, though perfectly satisfied of the validity 
lof her title, assented to it. It was a matter of no 
| sort of consequence whether the United States had 
}a right to take possession or not, though he did not 
‘doubt the right of the United States to take posses- 
‘sion, being of course responsible for payment to the 
rightful owner. But the United States is now in 
possession, and we agree, having perfect confidence 
in the title of Delaware, to submit the question or Litle 
to an eminent and distinguished individual as an ar- 
ibitrator. The bill was well-guarded in reference to 
‘the interests of the United States. The appraisers 
| who were to value the island were to take its vaine 
‘not at the present time, but at the time when the 
| United States first took possession of it, thirty years 
'ago, when it was not capable of being used tor any 
purpose; bul the United States were to pay interest 
'on the sum from that date up the present time. It did 
‘seem to him that nothing could-be more fair than this 
| proposition, though it was a matter of entire indif- 
ference to him whether the controversy were settled 
in this way or by the supreme court of the United 
States. We agreed to this (said Mr. B.) as the most 
expeditious mode of settling the question. 


Mr. Tappan. A single word. The constitution 
does not authorize the government of the United 
States to take property any where. When the go- 
_vernment of the United States has jurisdiction over 
| the soil, it may take possession by compensating in 
| dividual owners; but when a state has the jurisdiction, 
the government cannot take possession without the 
assent of the state. 

Mr. Je Dujfie asked at what time the island was 
i; granted to Delaware. 


/ 
| 








By Mr. Foster: Resolutions of the legislature of 
| Tennessee, protesting against army order, No. 40, 
which they desire to have abolished, as subversive 
of the rank and rights of a military chief who has 
given his time and talents to his country. 

Reports from committees. By Mr. Crittenden, from 
‘the committee on military affairs: A bill to refund 
to the State of Massachusetts the moneys disbursed 
by her during the lat 





te war with Great Britain, with- 
out amendment, and recommending its passage. 

By Mr. Benton: 

Reso’vel, ‘Vhat the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the 
proceedings of 1] martial in the ease of Second 
Lieutenant D. C. Suell, 3d Infantry, and all orders and 
papers in relation thereto, from the original order for as- 
sembling the court to tie final order for the dispersion 
of its members. 
| On motion of Mr. White, the Senate procecded to 
the consideration of Executive business. 

On motion the Senate adjourned to Tuesday next. 
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December 26. ° Mr. Huntington presented a peti- 
ition from sundry citizens of Norwich, Connecticut, 
lasking Congress to pass an act granting to the State 
lof Indiana the lands unsold in the Vincennes dis- 
| trict, or so much of them as may be deemed neces- 
‘sary, to compleie the great work of internal im- 
|provement of opening a direct communication be- 
tween Lake Erie and the Ohio river. 

By Mr. Tullmadge: From citizens of Wisconsin, 
}asking an appropriation of land or money for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Neenah and 
Wisconsin givers, and uniting them by means of a 
canal. 

By Mr. Tappan: From the Chamber of Commerce 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, asking that the government will 
cause a bridge to be erected over the Ohio, at the 
National Road. 

By Mr, Benton: From the corporate authorities of 
St. Louis, asking an appropriation for suitable de- 
jfences for the preservation of the harbor of that 
city. 

By Fairfield: From a number of citizens of Ken- 
nebec, Maine, asking indemnity for French spolia- 
tions prior to 1800. 

Notice was given of a bill by Mr. 4tchison to 
establish a territorial government in Oregon; by Mr. 
Breese to improve the navigation of the Upper Mis- 
sissippi; to establish a port of entry at Galena; to 
grant land to aid the State of Illinois in the construc- 
tion of tne Ilinois and Michigan canal. 

Resolution submitted by Mr. Porter, 


Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be requested to 
send to the Senate any estimates which may be in the 
possession of the department, of the cost of connecting 


Lakes Huron and Superior by means of a canal around 
1} 


the Falis of St. Mary’s adapted to navigation by steam 
vessels. 


























































































































































































By Mr. Allen: 


in the Senate, and which requires the Senate to close its 


doors when transacting Executive business, be rescind: 
ed and the Senate shall hereafter sit with open doors 


Resolved, That the 40th rule for conducting business | 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
} 
\ 
| 


when transacting all business, except when acting upon | 


treaties, and then the Senate shall sit with closed doors! 


as hitherto under the 40h rule. 

The senate took an Executive session, confirmed 
the nomination of Mr. Davy, of Pennsylvania, as 
Consul at Leeds, and of Mr. Marks, of New York, as 
Consul at Bavaria, and adjourned. 

DecemBer 27. The President of the Senate laid 
before the body a communication from the D»epart- 
ment of War, covering a report from the Commis- 





soll on this subject was not in the usual courtesy 


which has heretofore characterized him. 

Mr. Ingersoll made an explanation. He rose asa 
‘*peace-maker,”? and he wished to know if the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts wished to make an ex- 
planation. 


Mr. White, of Kentucky, continued in vindication 


of the rights of Mr. 4dams, and earnestly objected 


sioner of the Indian Bureau, made in compliance, 


with a resolution of the 2d of March tast, calling on 


] 


the Secretary of War to report the extent ang value | 
of the claims of the Western Cherokees, growing: 


out of their treaty stipulations with the U States: 
that is to say, that portion of the Cherokees known 


and designated as the old settlers of Ark insas; which | 


claims are set forth in their memorial of the [G!h 
August, 1842, signed by John Rogers and others: 
which was ordered not to be printed. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday by “ , 
~ | tion of reception was laid on the table. 


Mr. Walker, was taken up. 


Resolved, That the president of the United States bo | 


requested to cause to be submitted to the Senate, at ns 
early a period as practicable, a statement of the expen- 
ditures of the Government in each year from ifs organi 
zation up ty the present period, and where and for wha 
purpose these expenditures were made. 

Mr. Evans asked if all the information sought for 
had not already been published up to 1840? 

Mr. Walker said the documents did not exhibit the 
places where the public moneys were expended. 

Mr. Crittenden did not understand why this was 
desirable, and thought the resolution required a la 
borious and useless task. 

Mr. Walker said statements were paraded and seat- 
tered through the country, shewing the grants 
public lands to the new states, and now he desired to 
show mf states had the grants of public moneys. 

Mr. Woodbury said it was practicable to do this, 
generally, as he had tried it one or two years. 

Mr. Evans would not oppose the resolution. although 
he thought it could only lead to fallacious information. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, it was: 

Resolved, ‘Tliat the secretary of war be: quested | 
send io the senate any estimates which may be in thi 
possession of the departinent, vf the cost of « 
lakes Huron and Superior by means of a ennal aronod 
the Falls uf St. Mary’s, adapted to navigation by steam 
vessels. 

The senate adjourned. 


Ot 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuvurspay, Dec. 21. Petitions. The house re- 
sumed the call for petitions. The question of rece; 
tion of the petition from citizens of Hlinois, (praying 
congress to acknowledge by special act the autho 
of God, and other matters of similar import) 
ed on yesterday by J. Q. Adams, was resumed. 

Mr. Wise withdrew his appeal from the speaker's 
decision. 

Mr. Haralson’s question, “Shall the petition be re- 
ceived” being then before the house. 

Mr. ddems, referring to the motion to re 
petivion as an insult to the house, ridiculed the idea 
that an acknowledgment of the sovereignty of the 
Creator could be an insult—and then proceeded to 
argue the question. 

Mr, Saunders here rose and called Mr. .@d.ans to 
order for irrelevaney. 

Mr. dams said, according to the construction of 
some human skulls, nothing bore upon the question or 
was relevant but what agreed with their opinions, and 
sometimes it happened that the skulls of these gentle 
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men tad strongsympathy with theskull ofthe speaker. 
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The speaker said it was incumbent on the chair- 
man to preserve order and decorum in debate, and 
he could not permit reflections of that sort to be east 
upon himself or upon gentlemen upon this floor. He 
called the gentleman to order. 

{ Many voices, Phat’s right.’’] 

Mr. .ddams. ‘That's right,” says all the slave-re- 
presentation in this house. 

The speaker. ‘The gentleman is not in order. The 
gentleman will take his seat. 

Mr. .2dams accordingly resumed his seat. 

Mr. J. C. Ingersoll said that as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had now taken his seat, and could not 
resune the floor except by permission of the house 
he (Mr. 1.) interposing as a peace-maker, desired 
that the house now go into committee on the subject 
of General Jackson’s fine. Mr. J. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 

Mr. White, of Kentucky, said that he thought the 
gentleman from Massachusetts should be allowed to 


to a motion thus to cut him off by moving a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 

The Chair explained, and said he did not inténd to 
make that decision. Jt was simply that as the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts was not on the floor, 
therefore a motion to suspend the rules was strictly 
in order; but if he was on the floor at the time, it 
was not. 

Mr. Ingersol! withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Duncan did not think that Mr. 4dams should be 
excluded from an opportunity of continuing his re- 
marks in-order. 

On motion of Mr. White, Mr. Adams received 
leave to proceed with his remarks in order, and Mr. 
A. having concluded; 

The qiestion then after some intervening debate 
was finally decided,and by yeas 98, nays 80. the ques- 


The constitution of the United States. Mr. Adams 
presented the following resolutions of the legislature 
of Massachusetts: 

Resolved, That the following amendment to the con- 
stitution of the United States be and hereby is recom- 
mended to the consideration of congress, to be acted on 
according to the fifth article. 
second section of the first artiele shall read in the words 
tllowing: Representatives and direct taxes shall be up 
portioned among the several states which are or 
mav be included within this Union according to their 
respective numbers of free persons, inclading Indians 
not taxed. "The actual enumeration shall be made with- 
1) two Vears from the date of the adoption of this amend- 
meni in the manner provided by the constitution. an 
within every subsequent term of ten years in such man- 
ner as the congress shall by law ‘direct. 
representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thou- 
sand, buteach state shall have at least on2 representa- 


five 


Resolved, That his excelleney the governor be request: 
ed to transmita eopy of the foregoing resolve,and the 
pranosed ametdiment. to each of the senators and mem- 
bers of the house ofrepresentatives of this commonwealth 
in tie congress of the United States. 

Resolved, That his excelleney the governor be request- 
ed to transnta copy of the said resolve and amendment 


fo the exeeative of the United States and of the several 
sta'es. 
And the resolutions having been read— 

Mr. A. moved that they be referred toa select 
committee ofnine members, and that they be printed. 

Nir. Jameson moved that they be referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. . 

The printing of the resolutions was ordered. 

\nd the question recurring first on their reference 
to the committee on the judiciary— 


Mr. Cave Johnson asked Mr. Jameson to withdraw | 


his motion, remarking that the house should let the 
resolutions go to a select committee, in order that it 
night be seen what the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. eddains) and his state wanted. 

Viv. Jameson did not withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Wise rose and gave notice (of which he re- 
quested the reporter, whose attention was diverted 
for (he moment, and who therefore, might not have 
eaushit more than its general import, to take note )that 
hereafter, in this house, he should cease to war on 
this subject. He should hereafter oppose nothing, 
but he should leave to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. dams) and others to take their own 
course on this whole subject. Therefore, he should 
vote tor the motion of reference toa select committee, 

Mir. Holness And I give notice that henceforth, 
from this day, I shall renew the battle. [Tam not yet 
in despair of the republic. Mr. Wise. Nor I. 

Many voices: *‘Nor J; nor 1;” “nor any body else,” 
mingled with cries of **Nil desperandui:” ‘never 
say die; “Yankee Doodle,” &c. 

Mr. Holmes (who, from his position upon the floor, 
the reporter regrets, was heard very uncertainly) 
confessed with the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Hise) that the aetion of this house had been any 
‘ing but auspicious to southern rights; and he said 
o fs constituents, that day after day waves had been 
rofling trom the aorth that threatened to overwhelin 
them. If his voice could reach them he would say, 
that, so lar from relinquishing on this floor or in the 
country the idea of giving battle, he would sound the 
tucsin and give battie at once; for it was not to be 
inistaken when the old gallant and venerable com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, which had stood shoul- 
der to shoulder with them in the mighty work that had 
disenthralled us from a foreign dominion, said to the 
south, no longer shall your representation on this 
floor be that fixed by the compromise which adopted 
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proceed in order. He said the course of Mr. Inger- the constitutiou—that you and your property shall 


ne es 


not henceforth be considered on this floor-—when this 
declaration came with so much potentiality, he said 
toevery southern man, gird up your loins, put on 
your armor, prepare for battle, and the sooner you 
get it, not of parties butof factions, (Mr. H. was yp. 
derstood to say.) the sooner you get the rights your 
thers submitied you, and which that venerable, and 
nust say, respectable commonwealth aided ys in 

tre day of trial to consummate and secure. 

Mr. H. having coneluded— 

Mr. Wise rose and said he hoped he would be ip. 
dulged in one remark. 

The Speaker said debate was not in order. 
leave given— 

Mr. Wise proceeded to make an explanation. He 
said he would not have thus thrown himself upon the 
house to grant him this indulgence, but for the re 
marks of the gentleman from South Caroling (Mr, 
Holmes. ) 

Mr. Holmes was understood to express the hope 
that the gentleman did not suppose that he (Mr, Hi.) 
‘had intended to reflect upon him (Mr. W.) 

Not at all, (continued Mr. Wise.) but still it might 
be considered thus by others. By pursuing thus this 
course of ceasing resistance here, to what he cons). 


But on 





The third clause of the | 


The number of 


dered a war upon his constituents, he had not meant 
that he shoul! fold his arms upon this question, but 
‘that he was not satisfied, as a friend of the people 
whom he represented, with the manner In which the 
war upon their rights had been conducted—not to. 
day or yesterday, but for years here. - This was not 
‘the battle-cround. Legislation had been retarded 
‘long enough, the feelings of the members of this 
| house had been irritated long enough, by such trash 
las this petition was made of. It was too grave, too 
‘solemn a matter to be involved in these pitiful issues 
‘of points of order, that had raised this fearful ques- 
| tion, that he feared would raise a hurricane in this 
| country yet. He should pse a diferent mode of war- 
fare: that was all. Instead of calling upon the Spea- 
ker to decide what were admitted and what were not 
admitted, instead of asking for the rule, he intended 
to leAve it to the majority of this house, to the ma- 
jority of this Union, to the representatives from the 
non-slaveholding stales, matter. The 
‘south had been dwarfed by the census; and, whether 
the representatives upon tits floor would protect the 
rights of the minority from insult and infringement 
—that was. whether there was to be a constitutional 
representatiou—hbe would not i sk gentiemen to stick 
to the Jetter—should not be a qnestion ha@ret cortice 
any longer. He resumed the gesponstbility in saying, 
representing as he did the oldest district in Virginia: 
‘Gentlemen, take your course, abide by the consti- 
tution and we abide by y u, as we desire to do; we 
desire to abide by you forever—to die by. that Union 
which orelathers established, consecrated by 
ithe blood of h-roes |n- 
fringe it, and in infringing it you infringe our rights; 
pand | eall upon God to protect , 

Mr. Beardsley having asked and obtained of the 
house Jeave to present some remarks in reply, pro- 
ceeded to assure the house that he should not abuse 
the indulgence which had thus kindly been extended 
to him. He agreed entirely with the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Wise) that the way in which what had 
here sometimes been denominated the war respect: 
ing abolition, (though he could not consider that 
term as by any means an appropriate one,) had hith- 
erto been conducted, was the very last to result in 
the more effectual protection of what that gentleman 
and others considered as southern rights on this great 
question. Mr. B. applied the term, however, in a 
sense very different from the gent His own 


| 


to decide the 


our | 


and the wisdom ol sages. 


Tk 
all. 


iemen, 
opinion in relation to all petitions touching the sub- 
ject of slavery was, that the constitutional course 
was first to receive them, and then, if the minds of 
'gentlemen were fully made up to reject the prayer 
| they referred to the house, to lay them on the table; 
| but, if not, and sentlemen deemed it the more politic, 
| prudent, and expedient course, and the course inost 
| conducive to peace to let them ve referred, then to re- 
ifer them. Such had been always the practice of the 
house until within comparatively atew years past, 
land it wasone which Mr. B. had hiwselt sustained 
‘again and again; but lately the course had been chang- 
led, and the practice was adopted tolay the question of 
reception on the table. Now, although his own mine 
was entirely made up that congress had no power In 
| any way to interfere with the question, yet he be- 
lieved that the true inode of preserving peace and 
harmony bere, and to quell the abolition excitement 
throughout the country, was to receive the petitions 
offered and to reler then to a committee constituted 
of gentlemen the most favorable in the house to the 
abolition of slavery, and on them Jet the practical 
responsibility rest of disposing of the question. 
Give all the petitions toa committee of their own, 
and then let that committee show what this house 





was to do in the matter, Cast that fearful responsi 
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olly on their own shoulders, and they would , of Massachusetts, prese 
load they could not bear. A direct infringe-| the committee on the judiciary; to sucha disposition 


find it a 


ent of the constitution was the only thing that} of them he should very willingly submit; and there | Union. el : 
d ever satisfy the petitioners; and when it came | had been another to refer them to a select commit- | for the purposes or views of any abolition socicty, 
or of any individual abolitionist—though lam, in 
one sense, an abolitionist myself; in that sense in 
which ‘Thomas Jefferson, in the seventy-seventh year 
of his line, deliberately committed to paper his opi- 
he addressed to all the slaveholders of 
the country, namely, that abolition must come; that 
the sooner it came the better; and if not, that worse 
Whoever will read his life and writ- 
‘ings, as they have been published by his grandson, 

will find in one of the volumes of that) pubbication 
this sentiment avowed, word for word, as | have 
“Fate,” he adds, “has decreed the free- 
“Fate has decreed”—] will 
God of Nature 
the freedom of that people, and he will make them 
free in his own time—not, as | expect,in my day, 
but insome day hereafter. 
Thomas Jefferson 
all his life, | am one. 


‘woul : . , é 
to the pinch of recommending a plain and open vio-| tee, to consist of one member from each state; nor, 


jgtion of the constitution to accomplish their pur-| had he any objections to that. He was willing they | 
oses, Was there any honorable gentleman in that) should go to any appropriate committee. © And it) 
house who would not be prepared to take the posi-| the house should send them to a select committee, 


‘on which had ever been so gallantly advanced by|he was willing that the speaker should owit his_ 
southern gentlemen here? Did the south, could the | name, as being, under the circumstances. searce like- | 








outh, soberly believe that the nortli,as amass, (with ly to act with perfect impartiality upon the subject; 
the exception of a few,a very few, wrongheaded | and, besides, he had no desire whatever to act in any 
and enthusiastic men—for himsel!, he did not know | way on these resolutions. ; 

a single man ) would deliberately go for a violation| But the debate which had occupied so much of the 
of the constitutional rights of the slaveholding states | time of the house yesterday, had turned on a matter 
of this Union? No; there was not one in forty to be| wholly different from these questions of reference. 
found in all the north any more ready or disposed to} A gentleman from Virginia over the way, (\tr. 
trench on southern rights than were southern gen-| Wise,) whom he did not now see in his place, had 
tlemen themselves. lf a member presented in his} risen and called the attention of the house, and had 
lace certain resolutions of the legislature of Mas-| particularly invited that of the reporters especially 
sachusetts praying for an alteration of the constitu-| to what he was about to say, which was that lie re- 
tion in relation to southern representation in that|nounced from this time forth, and forever, the 
house, and the paper should not only be received, but ‘‘wan’? which for seven or eight years past had been 
referred to a commilice, was that any declaration on | carried on in this house on the subject of abolition 
the part of this house that it was favorable, in the) petitions, adding that he for one was heartily sick and 
smallest degree, to the proposition contained in such | tired of the manner in which it had for some time 
resolutions? Surely not. For himself, he did not) been carried on; whereupon another gentleman, from 
know, he repeated it, a single man from the state of| the very highest pitch of southern chivalry, fad in 
New York who would vote in favor of any measure | stantly sprung to his feet and declared that, however 
of the kind. If it were in order to refer to our po-| weary or disgusted the gentleman from Virginia 
litical divisions on that floor, he would say that, so| might be with the warand the way in which it had 
faras he knew or believed, the democracy every | been managed, he was not; so far from it that, on 
where, east, west, north, and south, were utterly in- | the contrary, he was ready, at once, torally al! his 
disposed to violate the rights of property as existing | forces and make battle. 

and understood in the southern states, or lo interfere | — Now the first observation Mr. A. had to make on 
at all with the peculiar species of property which 
was held and claimed by southern men. The true! 
mode of dealing with all propositions and petitions | 
which went to assail it was to refer them to the abo-! the gentlemen. 





The gentleman from Virginia, in 


litionist gentlemen themselves, and let them come! deed did say that this was not the place for such a 
ispecies of warfare; which was perfectly true. ‘This 
3 hall was nota fit place for battle of any kind: this 
by the doctrine of the | wasa place for deliberation—for the deliberations 
of friends, of brothers; all citizens alike of one great 
nation, met toconsult ona common interest—and 


out here with a report and show their hand. 

As jong as gentiemen refused to do this, they 
would be pressed and pent in 
right of petition, which might be used, and was used, 
with great effect against Kiem. For himself, Mr. B. | 


H ¢ > orht a lx ra] { or 2 eytp x 
believed that the right Was aiways to some extent! where all, as he hoped, had at heart a most passiot 
violated whenever the reception of petitions was re- 


wen petit _ate desire for the good of the couutry. All battle 
fused. “He never had voted for such refusal, and ne- 


ver should. Hie was ready to vote to lay these pe- 
titions when received on the table, or dispose of them 
inany other way; but he never would vote against 
their being received. Le firmly and deliberately be- 
lieved that the course he had suggested was the true 
course of sound policy. Let the war cease, as the 


gentleman from Virginia had suzgesied, Let gentle | Jatter gentleman had given notice that he would n 
men take theirown way; and al they 


{ 9 y should ever! Jonger hold the military post he had once oceupie 
venture to propose in a report such a measure as that] and commanded, but would take another position 
proposed im these Massachusetts 
out of every ten members on that floor would reject) pis life, 
it with the utmost decision and pr 
it to them to chalk out their own#®plan of 
the house. This never had : 
burthen of such a responsibility never, to this hour, 


action for] who should attempt to hold it. The gentleman ha 


what the result would be. If an aboliti 
mittee should dare to propose 
which went to abr rate the constitution and pros- 
trate the rights of the southern states, his word for 
it, twenty-nine out of every thirty men in that louse 
would rise as one to putit down. ‘There was no ge- 
neral feeling at the north against southern rights; it 
was very shighit indeed, and not worthy of considera- 
tion. The great body of northerti men stood for 
their own rights, and no less stoutly or resolutely for 
the rights of their southern brethren. Give gen- 
Wemen just such a select committee as they them- 
selves could ask; put the honorable and venerable 
gentleman from \ 


ist COM>) tives attempting to dictate to their constituent sove 


\ : 





was that they would have congress to do, 
Me. Weller next addressed the liouse and disclaime- 
ed the right of the gentleman to represent the feel- | 


Atter he had exputiated at some lenzth and concluded; 
Mr. French addressed the house 


of slavery, and having finished his remarks, 
The house, on motion, adjourned. 


deration of the M.ssachusetts memorial. 

Mr. Hudson moved that the rules be suspended, 
for the purpose of enabling his colleague (Mr. dams) | 
to address the house. | 

By a vote of 123 to 46, (over two-thirds) the rules | 
Were suspended. Whereupon— 

Mr. Adams said that it had not been his intention, | 
nor was itnow his desire. to trespass on the time of | voully, to the very bottom of their inmost souls, 

| 
| 


tution—yes, that petitions were violations of | 


constitution! for that was what it came to. ‘| 
gentlemen, in the very midstof their military fur: 


the house, nor would this be a fit return for the | tached to the union of the states, und seemed to in 
courtesy just extended to hin. <A proposition had | mate thatthe teuislature of Massachusetts, 
been made to reler the resolutions of the levislature | they uvade no direct relerence to the resviulious 


without 


this state of things, was that he regretted exceed- "°%> 


‘ingly that this most martial, tLis most belligerent 
figure of speech should have been used by either of 


have 


ies, 


all conflict and hostile opposition between dilferent 
portions of our country represented in this hall, 
‘ought to cease. This, Mr. A. said, he always liad 
hoped, and he did still hope, notwithstanding the 
‘martial attitude assumed by the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Holmes) and in part also by the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) although the 


’ ) tig sport } . . . ' 

resolutions, eight | Certainly the gentleman never did a wiser thing in 
, {a laugh,] for the position was not tenable: 
muptitude. Leave. the people of this Union never would support those 


yet been cone, The! therefore done wisely in giving in an unequivocal 
surrender. The position was no longer tenable: 
had been cast vpon their shoulders; try it, and see |thank God Almighty! The position of representa RD 
vr 
fo (he House a Course | peigns, and turning out of doors all petitions and pe- ©! 
titioners whose prayer they did not think proper to 
grant, was a position not tenable, and they who at- 
tempted to hold it would not be sustained by the 
people of these United States. Mr. A. would take 
the liberty to remind his good friend from South Ca- 
_rolina (Mr. Holmes) of this, and to express lis hope 
that that gentleman would strip off the glittering ar- 
mor, in which he had clad himself cap-a-pie: that 
he would throw aside his epaulettes; and take oll his 
sword—ay, though it might be as great as thatof 
, , | Durandana in ancient fable, or capable of even 
rassachuseits at the head of it; and| greater miracles than the far-famed weapon of Or- 
let the house see, and let the country see, what it jando, whether Inamorato or Furtoso! [Much laugh- 
\ter.] The gentleman surely must agree, on a litte 
| reflection, with the opinion of his friend from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wise,) that this was not; the place to 
ings of the western people of the northern states. | brandish that sword. Mr. A said t:is because these 
| gentlemen, and others who had spoken on the sub- 
to show that con-| ect after this most terrific threat to prostrate the 
gress had no constitutional right to touch the subject } Union, had all resolved themselves at last into the 
position that they would stand upon the constitution, 
) and by implication seemed to intimate that the abo-7 
Fripay, Dec. 22. The house resumed the consi- | lition petitions (for neither of the gentlemen refer- 
‘red at all to. the resolutions of the legislature o 
Massachusetts, the reference of which was the ques- 
tion before the house) were violations of the consti 
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thhratled. 


j 
t 
gu With 


all declared that they were most deeply, inost de- 
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ecially the abolitionists who 
petitions here, were not aitached to the 
Sir, (said Mr. A.) fam not here to answer 
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has decreed 


In that sense, then, that 
abolitionist, and was so 
[ hope with all my soul that 
the day willcome when “slavery” shall be a word 
t a meaning in the Enghsh language and in 
all other langvazes—when there shall not be found 
aslave upon all theearth. This, in my judgment, 
will be the consummation of the Christian religion; 
that willbe the long hoped for day when the lion 
shall lie down with the lamb, and when a 
rious promises and prophecies of the Old Testament, 
promises and predictions repeated and confirmed by 
shall receive their complete fulfil nent. 
In that dav | believe that man will be a nobler,a 
purer, a more elevated being by far than we see him 
! when he will approach much nearer tothe 
ain an abolitionist: in the 
sense advocated and avowed by any abolition society 
that Lam now acquainted with, [Tam not, and never 
I believe, however, that in those socie- 
in many of the anti-slavery associations of 
(and many of them have published most 
severe animadversions and denunciations directed 
azainst me.) there are men of as much intelligence, 
re, as high rectitude, and as ardent pa- 
ism as is possessed by any man upon thts floor: 

le measures they pursue and advocate, [ 
eyare often and greatiy mistaken. 
‘their course isto retard the coming of that 
ssedday for which they all sigh. 


the glo- 


‘The ten- 


They no doubt 


tink just the same thing of me as I think of them. 


em. The 


communion 


[have liad Jittle intercourse with these societies ge- 
very few of 


[ hold, Lhold from God and 


im my own judgment, as well as from the lan- 


ever any 
turned out of 
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Declaration of Independence, which 
veormitted to hangin this hall, how- 
portion of it may, in practice, have been 
But while saying this, | wish 
ike no unmeaning insignificant professions of 
rchinent to the liberties of this country or to the 
1 wish, indeed, that the Union 
may fast forever: and, as one important means of 
securing that result, | wish for the abolition of sla- 
I believe this to be in- 
spensable to its preservation, and so | think it will 
it, then, I wish it to be effected peacea- 
by the will of those who now hold the 
slaves in bondage: convineed, as I believe they will 
suel an issue is as much their own interest 
can be of those who 
wish no interference whatever with the 
institutions of the south, | wish to bave nothing to 
That is the prayer of many whose 
now before the committee on the judi- 
‘ petitions ask not that congress should 
with slavery as it exists in the states, but 
only that they may be liberated from ali connexion 
‘They ask to be delivered from burdens that 
they fee! lo be too onerous upoa them. 
o be clearly understood that J disclaim ail 
the institutions 
| claim to entertain as strong and ar- 
continuance of 
any mann this house, or in this community; and 
lieve to be the feeling of the great masses 
whom | represent, and of the people of the state of 


shall be disen- 


For myself, 


Union as 


Vassactiasetts who passed the resolutions | have had 


the honoi 


» ttre 
brie vi 


has been when, for presenting here a pe- 
ig congress to take measures for a peacea- 
tron of the Union, | was brought before 
us a criminal, as a culprit, guilty of con- 
ison and perjury, or subornation of per- 
that an assault on the justitutions of the 
was @ Simple request to "which the peti- 
themselves reduced by the obstinate re 
this house to receive their petitions: and if 
do not know it, | will tell the 
one of tle very causes which go to weaken the at- 
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tachment of the people of the whole north and 
northwest to the Union. It does weaken it, and ] 
should therefore consider the abandonment of these 
restrictive rules against the reception of petitions as 
one of the most fortunate occurrences that can take 
place for the peace of the country and the perpetui- 
ty of its present formof government. This would 
take out of the mouth-of the enemies of both, the 
insidious stimulation to sectional discontent which 
they can now whisper in the ear: ‘Your petitions 
are refused even to be heard; your right of petition 
1s denied; you are turned out of the doors of your 
own house of representatives; what is this Union, or 
what canit be toyou?” Such suggestions, I lament 
to say, ave a strong effect both at the north and in 
the west. And no better support for them can be 
needed than the vote recorded on the journals of the 
second day of the session. There tsa portion of the 
representatives of freemen in this house who still 
adhere to these restrictive rules. 


A gentleman from Ohio, over the way, (Mr. Weller, ) 
made us a very animated speech yesterday in their 
hehalf, and in which, as he said, he fully represented 
the sentiments of the people of his district. But did 
the gentleman say, or will he now say, that that 
speech represented the sentiments of the people of 
Ohio? Oh no, no; the gentleman cannot say so. 
When I moved the abolition of the 231 rule, which 
excludes abolition petitions, thirteen out of eighteen 
of the representatives of the gent!eman’s state-repre- 
sentatives coming here fresh from the people, sup- 
ported the motion by their votes. Does the gentle- 
man mean to say that these thirteen gentlemen did 
not as fully know and as fairly represent the views 
and sentiments of their constituents as he himself 
knows and represents the views of his? J trust not. 
And how stand the votes from the great state of New 
York? Twenty-seven out of thirty-two in f 


\ favor of 
rescinding the rule. These two were fresh from 
their constituents. 





I believe, as much as I believe the sun will rise to- 
morrow, that the decision of Judge Johnson, in refe- 
rence to that law of South Carolina, is at this day 
the law of this land, viz: that the state law is so un- 
constitutional that it will not bear an argument. 


But [ will inquire of my friend from South Caro- 
lina whether he recollects another instance? A cer- 
tain judge of South Carolina, when pronouncing his 
opinion on that law, alluded to the opinion expressed 
by my honorabie friend himself, that if the enforce- 
ment of that law would produce a dissolution of the 
Union, South Carolina ought to adhere to it. Was 
it so? 

Mr. Holmes (still less perfectly heard than before) 
was understood to avow having said so, and to add 
that he never had seen reason to change the opinion; 


A eee tee eto nme 


rial law officer of this government, are to be the te 
and standards of constitutional law. | say, how 
that the people of the state of Massachusetts 
the people of all the free states of the Union hav 

a right to consider the decision of the judge as the 
law of the land, and as the true and correct view of 
the constitution in the case. The gentleman fro 

South Carolina does not. He is satisfied, quite satis. 
fied, if he can get an opinion of an attorney general 
The thing, then, at last comes to this: one man bon. 
siders this to be the doctrine of the constitution 
another thinks just the contrary: one man holds a Jay 
constitutional, another declares it unconstitutiong|. 
and so we come to the doctrine, one advanced rm 
characteristically by Gen. Jackson, that every may 
is for the constitution as he wnderstands it. The ren. 


Sts 
Cver, 
’ and 





and further, that if that law of South Carolina was 
to be repealed, and the south must submit to an influx | 
of that sort of persons which that law kept out, he) 
had thought then, and he thought now, that the quick- | 
er the Union was dissolved in peace, so that southern | 
rights and southern property could be respected and | 
maintained, the better. 
Mr. dams resumed. I am satisfied. The zen-| 
tleman admits that he did put himself on the issue. 
between the continued existence of this Union and' 
the constitutionality of the state law in question. [| 
will not ask the gentleman how he voted in the case, 
of the petition I presented from persons holding the | 
very reverse of his opinion, but agreeing with him in| 
substantially the same issue, and asking for a peace- 
able dissolution of the Union. 
Mr. Holmes spoke in reply, but the reporter could | 
not hear a word of what he said. 
Mr. 4dams. How the gentleman voted he has not | 
told us, and [did not hold it very material; but in| 
both cases the issue made was subsiantially and in 
principle the same. 
There has been another effort to carry out the law 
—not by a Sonth Carolina judge, but by negotiation 








[A voice: New York has thirty- 
four votes.] Yes; she has thirty-four votes; but the 
record shows that but thirty-two then voted. And | 
next comes the state of Pennsylvania—that venerabie | 
state whose motto—in the days of her virlwe—was | 
‘Virtue, Liberty, and Independence”—here twelve | 
out of twenty voted with me against the rule, though | 
the ‘‘peace-maker” was not one of them. {Laugh- | 
ter.| Here, then, were twelve out of twenty from | 
Pennsylvania; thirteen out of eighteen from Ohio; | 
and twenty-seven out of thirty-two from New York. | 
Yet the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Weller) would | 
have us believe, because by his very eloquent stunap | 
speeches he has succeeded in convincing his own con- 
stituents, that the whole north and west are in favor 
of the rule. Oh no, no, no! New York, Fetnsylva- 
nia, Ohio, of the opinions of all whom I have recent- 
ly enjoyed an opportunity of becoming personally 
acquainted, yet more than these representatives on | 
this floor, abhor the excluding rule. I was told—was | 
told it by themselves—and in a manner to admit of 
no doubt of the fact—was told by them with one 
voice—addressed to me as if I was a child returned 
afier long absence to his father’s house—that the 
reason for the kindness shown me -was, above all 
other considerations, that 1 had been the champion 
of the right of petition. 1 have been so: as such, | 
hope to stand, after death, in this world, and when | 
shall stand befure my God for mercy for the sins | 
may have committed. 

But gentlemen have contended that this is uncon- | 
stitutional. On this point I would ask of my friend | 
from South Carolina near me, (Mr. folmes,) whether | 
he recollects a decision of Judge William Johnson in | 
the case of a certain citizen of Rhode Island, who | 
was imprisoned, bound, and | know not but scourged, | 





in South Carolina, for the crime of—having adark 
complexion? ; 
Mr. Holmes (standing tifortunately for the repor: | 
ter, in the very depth of “Sleepy Hellow’’) was un- | 
derstood to say yes, that he did remember it, and that | 
he bad ever after honored the name of William John- | 
son; but that on a subsequent occasion J. M. Berrien, 
then attorney general of the United States, but now | 
a representative in the senate, gave it as his opinion | 
that the law was in conformity with the constitution, | 
and the government had sanctioned that opinion. | 
That learned jurist held the law to be valid and of | 
full force and effect. 
Mr. Adams. Yes; and so, after a decision by aj 
judge of the supreme court of the United States— | 
himself, too, a native of South Carolina—that a law 
was so utterly unconstitutional that it would not bear 
an argument, siX or seven vears after, an attorney 
general of the United States held the opinion that it 
was constitutional, and ergo the Jaw is valid! ‘Thus 
it stands at this hour; and is, in the opinion of an at- 
torney general ofsthe United States, the law of this 
Jand? I have always understood that the official 
opinion of a judge of the supreme court of the United 
States, unappealed from, is the law of the land; and 


|tual confirmation of what the gentleman near me 


/up her unconstitutional act. 


with a foreign power, to ellect the same species of) 
oppression in relation to colored mariners, such | 
as the cooks and stewards of merchant vessels. And | 
here let me say that the enormous and terrifying, 
danger, a danger so terrible to the military and chi- | 
valrous gentleman, [a laugh,] that rather than risk it 
the Union itself is to be dissolved, is this, that South | 
Jarolina will not be able to sustain her power over | 
her slaves because a free colored cook or steward | 
should remain on board a vessel at Charleston for a, 
few days! It cannot be endured. It is too terrible, | 
you must nab the poor mortal, a citizen most likely | 
of my own state, or of Rhode Island, or the subject | 
of some foreign power, lo whom we are bound by | 
treaty that her subjects shall be treated by us with) 
kindness and hospitality. li the case of this to) 
which I allude the government of the United) 
States and the government of South Carolina had) 
both to deal with a great foreign power on that ques- | 
tion. | 

Not five years ago, I believe, there occurred ano- | 
ther case at Charleston, when a complaint was made | 


‘by the British Consul, and something very like a 


threat was uttered, that if the men seized were not) 
released it might lead to a quarrel! between the Unil- 
ed States and Great Britain; and in the end it came | 
to this: that another highly distinguished attorney | 
general of the United States from South Carolina, a | 
gentleman for whose memory | cherish, as we all | 
must, the most sincere respect, wrote to the British | 
Consul that he had done all he could to get the law | 
repealed, even going so far as to state that the con-} 
quence of enforcing its provisions might be nothing 
short of a war with Great Britain, but he was sorry 
to say that his efforts had been all in vain; but that, 
even should war ensue, the state was resolved to ad- 
here to the ground she had taken. Here is an effec- 


j 
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' 
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has given as hisown opinion: in fact the siate has 
declared, through these two distinguished gentlemen, | 
ny friend here (Mr. Holmes) and the late attorney | 
general, (Mr. Legare,) that even though a dissolution | 


lot the Union and a war with England must be the al-! 


ternative, she would undergo both rather than give 


J have related these circumstances to this house: 
I hope they will go to the country: I trust this debate 
may be su reported, that every man and every wo-| 
man, ay, and every child that can read, may read 
and reilect upon it. Any gentleman can verify the 
truth of the statements 1 have made by looking at) 
the public documents containing the opinion of the 
South Carolina judge: and he will there find another 
part of the story, which | have not mentioned, as 
fully verified as the gentleman (Mr. Holmes) admits 
the part | stated in relation to him to have been true. 
i will not now enter with that gentleman on a dis- 
cussion of the question whether the official opinions 
of a judge of the Supreme Court of the United 
States trom the bench, or the opinions of a ministe- 





| gislature of Massachusetts. 


tleman from South Carolina is for the constitution as 
he understands ii! [A laugh.] 

A gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. French) intima. 
ted to the house lasf evening a few constitutional 
opinions as he understands the constitution. [ haye 
soe constitutional opinions too, and so have the |e. 
The gentleman from 
Kentucky, as I understood him, set his face against 
the resolutions from my state, which [ had the honor 
to presentyas wholly unconstitutional. 

Mr. French made a reply, which the’reporter js 4). 
most afraid to state, lest he fall into a new blunder. 
but, as he wnderstood him, Mr. F. said that he had 
not said a word about the resolutions of Massachy.- 
setts, but had briefly presented his views touchine 
the unconstitutionality of certain petitions, or of 
their reception by the house, (the reporter cannot 
tell which.) 

Mr. .4dams. IT am happy to hear he did not apply 
his remarks to the resolutions, but, as | understand 
him, to the whole of the petitions, which ask for the 
same thing sought by those resolutions. Now, to me, 
it appears that if itis unconstitutional in petitioners 
to ask for certain thrings, it must be equally unconsti- 
tutional in the legislature of Massachusetts to pro- 
pose those same things. A thing that is unconstitu- 
tional in itself, is unconstitutional let who will ask 


or propose it. 


Mr. French, with Mr. Adams’ assent, again inter- 
posed and explained, that in his remarks his main 
object had been shown that congress had no power 
to abolish slavery inthe District of Columbia, and, 
therefore, was not constitutionally bound to receive 
petitions asking that they would do so. 

Mr. .ddams. The explanation of the gentleman 
Jeaves him still in what Judge Chase once called “a 
non sequitur.” It does not follow as I apprehend, 
that this house is at liberty to refuse a petition be- 
cause it asks congress to do what congress has not 
power to do. Suppose as is the case in many of these 
petitions, the petitioners put their prayer in the form 
of a petition for the amendment of the constitution, 
so that what they wish may be constitutionally done, 
(and such is the prayer of the Massachusetts resolu- 
tions,) it can be no objection to the reception of such 
a petition that the object sought to be obtained is not 
now constitutional; for the very thing prayed for is 
an alteration of the constitution, and the constitu- 
tion itself provides that such propositions for its 
amendment tay be made. Congress has always 
power to propose amendments to the constilu- 
tion: this issecured to it by the constitution itself; 
and, therefore, it cannot be unconstitutional to pray 
for it. Mvery body has a right so to pray; it is one 
of the liberties of an American freeman. And [say 
further, that if any description or class of petitions 
deserves more especial respect fron: this house than 
others, it is prayers for the amendment of the consti 
tution. What would become of this house if every 
one of its members was precluded fron the right of 
petitioning for an amendment of the constitution’— 
Yet I do not see but that follows from the gentleman’s 
doctrine; for it the house has no power to receive pro- 
positions to amend the constitution, it might, it seems 
Lo me, prohibit every one of its members from pre- 
senting any. 

Mr. French once more explained, in substance, if the 
reporter understood him, that he had not said that 
congress might not receive petitions for the amend- 
ment of the constitution. 

Mr. 4uams. LT now understand the gentleman a$ 
expressly disclaiming what [ yesterday understood 
him as distinctly affirming. | hope now that the gen- 
tleman will not vote to receive any petitions the 
prayer of which is for an amendment of the consti- 
tution, on the ground that the petition is a violation 
of tie constitution. 

Mr. A., in conclusion, said, I have already tres- 
passed long on the patience of the house, and | will 
at present say no more; unless it be to say, tial, al- 
though | am not in the habit of making broad and 
unqualified professions of attachment to the Union, 
1 am nevertheless devoted to the Union and devoted 
to the constitution. My whole life hitherto has been 
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devoted to the support of both, and all my remaining 
days upon earth, which in the course of nature can 
be but few, shall be in the same manner dedicated to 
support and to sustain both the Union and the consti- 
tution. But! do not, therefore, pledge myself not to 

resent petitions either of my own orof my state’s to 
amend the constitution. That is within the power 
of the house; but it is not within the power of this 
house to refuse to receive a petition to amend the 
constitution in any of its parts. 

Mr. Holmes. Mr. Wise, and Mr. Giddings, desired 
to address the house, but the house refused tp sus- 

end the rules 

Mr. Belser said that as he regarded these resolu- 
tions as a solicitation on the part of the legislature 
of the commonwealth of Massachusetts to dissolve 
the Union, he would, in order to test the sense of the 
house, move that they be laid on the table. 

And on that motion, he asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Delser. BE. J: Black, James A. Black, 
Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, William J. Browa, Burke, Burt, Cald- 
well, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, 
Cullom, Daniel, Garrett Dayis, Jolin W. Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Detlet, Dickinson, Ficklin, French, Hale, Ha- 
ralson, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, 
Charles J. Llocersoll. Jameson, George W. Jones, Ken- 
nedy, Labranch, Lucas, Lumpkin, MecClernand, Me- 
Connell, McKay, Mathews, Moore, Norris, Peyton, D. 
S. Reid, Reding, Riett, St. Join, Saunders, Senter, 
Simpson, Slideil, Thomas Smiuh, Robert Smith, Sreen- 
rod, Stiles, Taylor, ‘'aompson, Tibbatis, Weller, Wood- 
ward—64 

NAYS—Messrs. Adarns, Barringer, Barnard, Beards- 
lev, Benton, Bidlack, Bossier, Brodhead Buffington, Car- 
roll, Catlin, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, 
Cross, Dana, R. D. Davis. Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, 
Douglass. Duncan, Ellis, Parlee, Fish, Foster, Florence, 
Foot, Frick, Giddings, Gilmer, Willis Green, B. Green, 
Grider, Hamlin, Harper, Heuley. Herrick, Hoge, Hub- 
hell, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hant, James B. 
Hunt, Joseph R. tegersol!, Irvin, Jenks, Cave Johnson, 
Perley B. Johuson, Andrew Jonnson, Preston King, 
Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, MeCauslen, Ma- 
clay, McClellan, Me Dowell, Melivaine, Marsh, Edward 


> 


J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, Mosely, Owen, Par- | 
hoe 


- 


menter, Paterson, Pettit, | ix, Elisha R. Potter, 
Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Charles M. 
Read, Ritter, Robinson, Rovers, Sample, Schnaec 
verance, ‘Thomas I. Seymour, David L. Seymour, St1- 
mons, A. Sinith, Stephens. Stetson, A. Stewart, J. Stew- 
art, Stone, Strong, Summers, Sykes, ‘Thomasson, Tilden, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vin-on, Wentworth, Wheaton. White, 
Williains, Wilkins, Winthrop, Wise, William Wright— 
104 

Mr. Jameson withdrew his motion to refer the me- 
morial to the judiciary. 


So the house decided that the resolution should not 


be laid on the tadle. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. 
Adams to refer it to a select co nmittee of nine mem- 
bers, and decided in the allirmative, without a divi- 
sion. 

The call for petitions was continued, after which 
the house adjourned till Tuesdiy next. 


Tvespay, Dec. 26. The house took up the motion 


of Mr. King to refer a petition heretolore presented | 


by him from citizens of Lawrence county, New York, 
in relation to the reduction of postage, &c. to the 
committee on the post office and post roads with the 
following instruction:: 


/ 





early day, and that it should be made the order of the 
day for Tuesday next. 

Mr. C. Johnson, of Tennessee, hoped that the bill 
would be sent to the committee of the whole where 
it could be well investigated by the house . As to the 
reason urged by Mr. Parmenter for the passage of 
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cers and soldiers of the revolution who were entitled 
to arrearages of Jand or money, or who were entitled 
to pensions. q 

The amendment was agreed to by 75 yeas to 45 
nays. 

Mr. Reding moved further toamend the amendment 


by including *‘the names and balances due to officers 
and soldiers of the last war.” 


Which amendment was agreed to, and the resolu- 


this bill, that it was necessary in order to continue 

employ, or relieve from suffering, many of the work- 

men now unemployed for want of funds at the seve- _ 

ral stations, Mr. J. said, that the whole fault rested tion, as thus amended, was adopted. 

with the secretary of the navy for having employed) = The navy. Mr. Hale’s resolution on the subject of 

more men than were necessary to expend the money ithe home squadron was taken up. 

they had appropriated for this purpose. | Mr. Hamlin moved an amendment to add the fol- 
Mr. Levy, of Florida, sustained this motion upon Jowing words: 

the ground that 350,000 of the $900,000 appropriated | «And what is the service that has been performed 

by congress for the navy yard at Pensacola had been by the home squadron.” 

expended, under a discretionary power of the secre-| “Mr. Hale said the object of the resolution was 


tary and president, for other navy yards. He com- this. It would be perceived by the house that the 
plained of this and considered that the bill ought to be secretary of the treasury reported to this house that 





* 
*k, Des | 


referred and discussed before it was passed. there would be a deficiency of money for the pre- 
| Mr. Hale hoped this bill would take the course in- sent and coming year of over $4,500,000, and to 
timated by the gentleman from Tennessee. If there | meet this he proposed the usual expedient and re- 
was any single department of the Government, said sort of every profligate, viz: to borrow. Mr. H’s 
he, that required the most searching scrutiny of this jdea was, that they could reduce the expenditures of 
house, it was the naval department, and he trusted the government within its income, and that that was 
/no action would be taken until such investigation the true policy of the government, and the only ho- 
| had been had. The appropriations for the navy had) nest policy on which the governmentcould stand. In 
| swollen from three to four millions of dollars, (they Jooking to see where curtailments could best be 
were inside of four millions during the most of Jack-| made, he saw that the secretary of the navy asked 
'son’s administration) even to the enormous amount, nearly $9,000,000—in other words, nearly one-half 
| of nine millions of dollars, now asked by the Secre- | of the whole revenues of the government—to be ex- 
| tary during a period of profound peace. When the) pended on our navy. For the home squadron, though 
|expenses of the navy during the last war, while it) of very modern origin, as he understood, (he believ- 
was winning laurels in conflict with the most formi-| ed they were in lebted to this administration for it,) 
| dable navy on earth, had fallen within that sum, the secretary of the navy proposed the enormous 
now, during a time of peace, more than nine millions amount of sixteen vessels of war,.and he said that 
of dollars were asked for this drain on the treasury,| the home squadron was wanted for the protection of 
-and this reproach on the Government. He hoped | the coasting trade. The section of country whence 
ithe House would not touch this matter until it was! he (Mr. H.) eame was very largely concerned in the 
| Investigated, and light shed upon it; and he trusted! coasting trade. A very large portion of its com- 
that those gentlemen who were so anxious for inter-| meree was carried on by it; and he believed it was 
nal improvements would look to this subject first, and the universal sentiment of every one concerned in it 
|then he would go with them for appropriations for that they wanted no such outlay as was required to 
\the benefit of commerce upon the Lakes, rather) sustain it. He believed if the information called 
than to continue to squander millions upon our navy, | for by the resolution was laid before the house, that 
| which Jeft no trace behind more than our ships left the house would see some tangible point on which 
/upon the waters. He trusted that such an examina-| they could put their hands, and apply that much- 
tion would be made, and he thought it could be! talked-of, but little practised, virtue of retrenchment 
‘shown that a reduction of atleast five millions could The house owed it to the country to 


and reform. ‘J 
be made from the present enormous demands of the show that they were in earnest in this matter, and 
Secretary. He earnestly hoped the motion of the meant what tiey said. He wanted this information 
‘gentleman from Tennessee would. prevail. to show whether this enormous expenditure could 
| Mr. Parmenter and Mr. rte stated that the, be cut down, and that without endangering the inte- 
‘bill called for an appropriation for a peculiar and! rests of the country. 
“necessary service which required relief at once. ty Gentlemen talked (Mr. H. was understood to say) 
“had nothing to do with the general service. | /about building up our navy, so as to be ablé to cope 
| The arguments in favor of a speedy action upod) with the navy of Great Britain. Had gentlemen any 
the bill were without effect, and the bill was reicr | idea ofthe annual expenditures of Great Britain for 
| red to the committee of the whole. the support of her naval establishment? Between 
On motion of Mr. Hale, Ss ar _,|cighty and one hundred millions were expended by 
Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the navy be instructed | ber annually for this object; and if we wanted our 
‘to report to this house when the home squadron was sake heal inte Selb’ hat of Great Briti: ta x 
first established by law, what have been the annual ex: | nary ta ¢ pe with that of <sreat Britian, we must go 
| penditures therefur, and how much of the estimated ex-| 2" till the annual expenditures of our navy were from 
pense for the next year is intended for that purpose. fifty to one hundred millions. It was all idie. We 
The house adjourned. ig not w ant this agg meee to be a 
= ee re ee ee af home or abroad. shen the expenses of the navy 
_WebNEsDAY, Dec. 27 Constitution of lhe United | had been only four millions, Seabiiet had produced 
States. ‘The Speaker announced the following mem-! an effect upon one of the oldest governments of Eu- 
_bers as composing the select committee of wince, here-| rope—he meant thatof France—that it would be 
_tofore ordered to be appointed on the joint resolutions ‘im 
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Resolved, 'I'ixxt this petition be referred to the eommit- | Of the legislature of Massachusetts praying for certain | 


! 
tee on the post uffice and post roads, and that that com- 


mittee be instructed to iiquire into the expediency of | 


abolishing the franking privilege, of regulating the rates 
of postage in accordance with the coins of the United 
States, and that the committee livestigate and estimate 
the lowest rates of postage that will leave the post office 
department able ty be sustained by its own revenue, and 
that the committee report thereon to this house. 

The question being taken, the instructions were 
rejected, and the petition itself referred to the com: 
mittee on the post office and roads. 

Mr. Adams presented an abolition memorial from 
citizens of Counecticut. 

The speaker decided it to be excluded by the rule 
of the house, and an appeal being taken, his decision 
was sustained by 105 yeas to 40 nays. 

Mr. Giddings also presented an abolition memorial. 
Excluded by rule. 

Nutional Foundry. house ordered a select 
committee of nine members to consider upon the pro- 
priety of establishing a national armory at Pitts- 
burg. 

Naval Appropriations. Mr. Parmenter, of Massa- 
Chusetts, presented a report from the naval commit- 
tee to transfer appropriations from one branch of the 
naval service to another. ‘Tlie money appropriated 
for navy yards has been nearly exhausted in pay- 
ment of old contracts. Additional appropriations 
are necessary to continue the 
Mr. Parmenter desired that the bill should pass at an 


The 


work in the navy yards. | 


‘amendments to the constitution. 


Mr. Burke, of New Hampshire; Mr. Sample, of in- 


‘diana; Mr. Morse, of Maine; and Mr. Giddings, of 


| Ohio. 

National Foundry. The Speaker announced the fol- 
lowing select committee of nine, on the subject of 
a national foundry: 

Mr. Brodhead, of Pennsylvania; Mr. Barnard, of 


'of Ohio; Mr. Payne, of Alabama; Mr. Black, of 
Georgia; Mr. Hubard, of Virginia; Mr. Williams, 


of Massachusetts; and Mr. Clingman, of North Ca- 


rolina. 


A resolution offered by Mr. Burke fixing on Thurs- 
day next to go intoan election of a postmaster for 


the house was adopted by yeas 83, to nays 63. 
Bounty Lands. A resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. Hamlin, was taken up. 


were entitled to bounty lands in the last war who jive 
not obtained their warrants; also, the names of such per- 
sons as have obtained their warrants but have nevilec: 
to take out their patents, together with the place of abod: 
and place of enlistment of such pe'sons. 

After some discussion, Mr. Thomasson moved so to 





amnenz the resolution as to include the names ot! olli- | 


Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts; Mr. Rhett, of S.: 
‘Carolina; Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania; Mr.:- 


: 1° i ° a Pe ‘ ‘ ae 7 + eky:! : : P . 
Gilmer, of Virginia; Mr. G. Davis, of Keatucky:: jot other information be brought before them, and 


ed about increasing the navy, 


Resolved, ‘\‘hat the secretary of war be requested to 
communicate to this huu-e the names of persons wlio 


impossible for this administration, with all its navy, 
toelleet. His influence and his power had been found 
in the moral dignity of his character and in the char- 
acter of his administration. 

et this information be laid before the house, and 


they would see this profligate expedient of borrowing 
Without any prospect of being able to pay was not the 


policy of the government, and was not necessary for 
‘auy department of the government 
| pay-duy to come? Ina time of profound peace, when 
.. every branch of industry and trade was in operation, 


§4 /and the hand of industry reaped abundant reward 
New York; Mr. Peyton, of Tennessee; Mr. Moore, | y P ’ 


When was the 


still we were to go on borrowing, and gentlemen talk- 
It was time to stop; to 
the country that we were in earnest in this 
matter: that they meant what they said; that their 
professions of retrenchment were not all vague; and 
that the house and the country might see where the 
evil existed, and where the remedy night be applied, 
he had offered this resolution. It could do no hurt, 
and he lioped it would be adopted. 

The resolution was further debated by Mr. C. J. 
Ingersoll, and J. Q. dams, the former in favor of 
curtailing the expenses of congress itself, and making 
liberal expenditures for increasing the navy, the latter 
arguing the impossibility and absurdity of our at- 
tempung to build up under present circumstances a 
permanent peace establishment to be equal to that 
of England. 


On mot.on of Mr. Hale, the house adjourned. 
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Business Review. Christmas holyidays have been | 
enjoyed ‘his season with more than usual zest, in this | 
direction. ‘The weather continues mild for mid-winter. | 
The Chesapeake and Ohio canal remains in full ope- | 
ration throughout its extent. The navigation of the | 
Hudson, which was obstructed as far down as Catskill, | 
for some days, is again open as far up as Albay. The 
Oluo is open, and in fine order. The Miramich River, 
Maine, is frozen strong enough for teams to cross it.— 
Sleighing in the interior of the state of New York is 
said tu be exeellent. At Allentown, the snow is ten 
inches deep.© An avalanche of snow buried six children 
near Quebee, Canada, few davs since. Five were dug | 
outalive ‘lhe New Orleans Picayune about the same | 
date, exults over the reception of some fragrant, ripe, 
luscious s raw berries grown in the open air at Lafayette. 

The Williamsport (Md.) Banner of Saturday 23d inst. | 
says: The Chesapeake and Ohio canal continues in good 
navigable order. 


But, as to the actual business transactfons the best spe- 
cimen we have seen this week, is detailed im the tol- 
lowing paragraph. “The Hon. and Rev. Mr. Colquitt. 
senalor im cougress, from Georgia, was announced to 
preach at the Washington Methodist Church, on San- 
day last. ‘The Express says: At home he has been 
known io preach a sermon, wy a case in court, as advo- 
cate, sition a relereuce, marry a couple, christen a child, 
aid make a stump speech—all between suurise aud bed- 
line, Inoue day! 





Amongst the business affairs of the week, the most 
engrossing in the fashionable circles is the Norweyian 
Orpheus, Ole Rull, and his chanceilor of exchequer, Julius 
Schubert, a Hamburg music publisher, that. accoinpa- 
nied him to this country, and who was to have had 
char_e of ali the sordid department of the expedition, 
for which, according to written contract, which lias been 
published, he was to have one-third or, in case of a con- 
cert yielding more than 4000 tra. es, one-lourth of all the 
receipts, tur which he was to arrange every thing. On 
arrival, however, Ole Bull alleges that every thing was 
deranged justead of arranged by his associate, and he 
refuses lo have any thing more to do with him. Suit is | 
brought, aud the lawyers will make quite a case of i. | 
Meantime the public ave appealed to, and at once square | 
uway into Builie and antu-Bullite faetions. Ole, it is} 
said, has found a new chapman to do the business part | 
of his enterprize, who, yankee hke, seems ceterumned | 
to make the most he can of his bargain. Ole’s musie is 
tuned upto ich pressure, and put to rail read speed; 
his talen’s bke those of a certain great lawyer on one | 
occasion, being contracted for by the job ‘The last tone 
of his violin has not ceased to vibrate in New York be- 
fore is twang is resumed betore a Baltimore audience. 
Whilst these are waiting with breathless impatience for 
lis second extubiion, they learn that he has been whisked 
off to Washingion, electrified congress, and left all the 
dignitaries breathless tor lis re-appearance there, whilst 
the Baitinoreans are entrauced with his second advent. | 
Whether New Orleans, Boston, Charleston or St. Louis | 
is Hext in turn to be blessed, we ave vot yet informed, | 
und Ove himself could not guess. Whether. in pressing | 
lie most out of the cupacities of a genus, we are sure ot | 

) 


' 


obtainiig the best he is capable of, is a question. Que ot | 
the thousand critics that now assail Ole. in order to es 

cape trom allowing him’to have musical gentus, resolves | 
the jugredient wiich Is so universally capuvating into 
“te fire of zeal,” altogether—it any one can find out 

What that means. Whatever it may be, its capacity ts | 
likely ty be severely tested. Dollars are capital tucl to 
fire up ‘zeal” with, and excellent as a kiauling ingre- | 
dient for eRIUS; but, true Iusprauon Is suise aluospheres 
above their deposit. 


Americay Domestics. During the week ending the 
234 1st. 286 bales were exported from Bostou, of which 
viz. 209 for Smyrna, 127 w the West Lodies aud 60 to 
South America. 


Comparative Trape or Anpany tN 1842 anp 1843. 
‘Tons of property lefiat Albany via the Erie and Cuam- 
plain canals, in the vears 1842 and 1843: 

Forest. Agriculture. Mantcetrs. Meredze. Other art. 


1843, 218 623 183976 13 920 63 1) 421 
1542, 209.377 130,906 4.625 118 15,iu2 


Properly Shipped. 
1843, 1.146 2,919 3,635 46 410 
1842, :- 1,237 2 Od 5,825 43.673 
lixcess for °43 on property left, 27,593 tons. 
Excess for *42 on property shipped, 2,409 tons. 


9.146 
11,963 


Bucks. Bicknel’s Reporter furnishes an account of 
the quautity of bricks burut ia Philadelphia, from which 
we icarn, that 


Ii; IS41—55 630,000 average sale at $7 25, value $424 752 | 
}s842—51.515.u00 “ 6 00 309.090 
1548—51],900,0U0 “4 5 28 272,465 

Nuniber estimated as unsold 12,085,000. 
Wagesof workmen reduced during last year 12 

per cent. below the wages paid in 1812.” 
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.FLour ayD Wheat Trane or tie N. Yors Canars 
"Tha quantity of wheatsent from the west of course d- 





Iniiishes as mills are constructed for manutacturing it 
mio flour at home. “Transportation is cheaper and more 
couvenieut la the form of flour. 


| 














Advertiser, exhibit the quantity of flour and wheat sent 
through the canal, to tide water, each mavigable month, 
fur the last five years. 


The fullowing tables, copied from the Albany Daily, and do not oceupy a space of more than 4 py 8 





ee 
Twenty-five pounds of lard per day are consumed. 7 

Ixpustry. Two school boys, James and Sx phen 
Cook, sons of. Mr. Cook living on the Tombigbee rvey 
raised, on 1? acres of land, 5,869 pounds of cotton’ 
They attended school five days in the week, travelling 
sume 33 miles morning and evening. They worked be. 
fore going to and afier- returning from school. and on 
Saturday ‘They are reported as having been afilictey 
with the chills part of the time. 








FLovr. 
1839. 1840, 1841. 1842. 1843 
bris. bris. bris. bris. brls. 
April, 21,616 30.933 16,094 
May, 120,356 240,834 249.487 221,155 185,086. 
June, 177,457 239,813 224,071 175,903 253.512 | 
July, 65,165 117213 151,056 122,737 234,205 
August, 24672 154,93) 136,522 102,735 254,079 
Sepvber, 83,549 239719 254.573 259.843 314,969) 
October, 203,563 325.095 263.808 411,025 417,025) 
Nov’ber, 255,716 420,144 321,048 252258 414,832 | 
Dec’ ber, 14,783 86,400 19,279 
‘otal, 
1839 184, Is41. 1842. 1843. 
967,212 1,805,137 1 624,545 1,561,395 2,073,708 
W HEAT. 
1839, 1840 1841. 1842. 1843. 
bush. bush. bush. bush. bush. 
April, 5820 11,073 21,654 
May, 54,414 76060 24540 93,139 43,373 
June, 36,449 79,029 36 541 41,948 53,962 | 
July, 11,345 49290 56,008 71,195 83,716) 
August, 14,795 125,057 47,776 138039 119,086 
Sept. 134,710 430,476 189.079 215.047 190,368 
Ociober, 156,163 402,659 249,169 159,081 195,955 
Nov. 160,616 217241 150,051 157,112 130,886 
Dec. 6,647 4310 81803 
Total, 
1839. 1849, 841, 1842. 1543. 
580,959 1,395,194 TOL,YT6 930,265 827,346 | 


Ihe flour reached the several points on tie Hadson in | 
the following proportions, viz; Albany 1,297,897; ‘Troy 
771,216; Watertord 4,595. ‘Tota! 2,073,708 bbls. 

Reducing the wheat into barrels of flour the aggregate 
which reached ‘Tide Water this season would be 2,239,- 
177 barrels. 


Frour. There wasin store at Buffilo, on the Ist inst., 
30,000 barrels of flour, and a larger quantity of wheat 
than was ever before stured there at tue close of canal 
navigation. 


Navki. The U.S. brig T'rurton, arrived at Norfolk 
41 days trom Gibialtar, touched at Mahon on her way 
from Constantinople, where she left on the 10th Novem. 
ber, the U. 8. ship Delaware, Com. Morris, which was 
expected to sail forthe U States about the Ist January, 
by which time the Cumberland was expected to relieve 

ier. e 

The Farrfield sloop of war, Com. Downine, was also 
at Mahon. : 

Court martial. The Norfolk Beacon states, that a na- 
val general court martial has been ordered to convene on 
board the U.S. ship Pennsylvania, on the 2d January, 


RaiLroapD 1tEmMs.—Substitute for iron rails. A writer 
in the French Railroad Journal annountes that he has 
invented a composition which will answer the purpose 
of iron on railways, ata trifling expense. The compo- 
sition consists of Kaolin clay mixed with certain metal 
substances, ard becomes as hard as iron. 


A RAILROAD CONVENTION was held at Keene, N. H., on 
Wednesday, to consider the project of constructing a 
railroad, in connection with that from Boston to Fitch. 
burg, through Keene to Bellows Falls, and to be extend - 
ed, afierwards, by Burlington to Canada, thus furmiug 
direct route between Boston and Montreal. 


ENGLISH RAILROADS AND CANALS. ‘The amount of ca. 
pital now actually expended in 1439 miles of railway in 
Great Britain is £52,290,009 > sterling, or $261,450,0)). 
In 86° canals,the expenditure has been, £6,800,000 or 
$34,000,000. ‘The Londonand Blackwall, 33 miles long, 
has cost £1,071,715, equa] to $1,418,000 per mile! Di- 
vidends 2 per cent. per annum! ‘This is an exception— 
for nearly all the roads yield good dividends. 

The Lowel! railroad Company has declared a divi- 





Prices at Cincinnati, 2,70. 

Pork marker. Between seven and eight thousand 
hogs have beeu killed and picked at Springteld, Ill, the 
present season, the price paid there varying fron 31,25 
tu 52 per cw, 

The price of live hogs at Cincinaati continues to range 
atfrom $2,25 to $2.80. 


ABOLITIONISTS. The convention of abolitionists, as- 
sembled at Utica, has denounced John Quincy Adams 
as a recreant to the canse of human liverty. (Ledger. 


A Comet was discovered at Paris on the 22 


29:h of November near the bright star Gainma Orionis. 


Its nucleus elonyated towards the tail, Which extended 


about eleven minutes of a degree. 


A MAHOGANY Loc. A single logof Mansanilla maho- 


iganv, was sold at auction in New York on Thursday 


fur $502 17; or $1 32 per superticial foot 


A SHEET IRON Facrory has been established at Boon- 
ton, N. Jersey. lt pays annually tons workmen $20,- 
OVY, 


Bank 1rems. The Jower house of the Ohio legisla- 
ture have passed a bill repealing the destructive banking 
laws of the last levislature, and reviving and extending 


: the charter of the bank of Geauva and the Commercial 


bank of Cincinnati. ‘The Columbus Journal says: “The 
Vote Ol Is passage was of a sirict party character, the 


i hard money foeco focos all against it, and the whigs to- 


vether with Mr. Green, independent, i its favor. A 
few members were absent.’ 


Commopore Porrer’s REMAINS have reached Norfolk 


fom Constantinople, in the | 


to Philadelphia, as was first determined, orto Washing- 
ton, as the taunly of the deceased earnestly urge, fur in- 
fermen’, 

Deatus during the last week at Baltimore 44, of which 
10 were under oue year of age, 9 were free colored and 
L slave; 9 died of consuniptivn. 


Exectro Macneric T'execrarn. A letter from pro- 
fessur Morse to the editors of the N. Y. Journal of Com- 
merce, dated 234, says, that althouga about 10 miles of 
the pipe cuntaiuing the conductors have been laid, the 
season will prevent further operations until spring. He 
assures the public that no intrinsic difliculues have vet 
been met with to shake the confidence of the most gun- 
guine In the flual triamph of the experiment. 


Fire staristycs.. Inthe city of Baltimore during 1843 


| there occurred 153 fires, of which 43 by incendiarisin . 


Gas LicuT FROM Land A large steam bagging fac- 
tory ar Cineinnai is hyhted by gas manufactured in the 
establisiiment out of lard. ‘Ihe works are very simple, 


of No- | 


vember, and observed at Kensington Observatory on the , 


1s. brig ‘Truxton, and will | 
there await the decision of government whether to be sent 


dend of four per cent. for the last six montis. 

The balance of the stock for the Fitchburg (Mass ) 
Railroad has been taken within the last few days. The 
subscription books are closed, and the stock is at a pre- 
mium. The present capital between $900,000 and 
$1,000,900, with the surplus lands of the company, are 
understood to be ample to carry it through to | ichburg, 
without any loan whatever. 


Spaver Carrurep. The schooner Ida arrived last 
i night from Sierra Leone, reports that previous to her 
‘sailing, the Briush brig of war Spy had captured three 
Brazilian slavers on the African coast., One of the sla- 
vers had five hundred slaves on board. The slaves were 
| allliberated, and the vessels condemned «nd sold 


[N Y. Herald. 


! 


Steamers. The steamer Hibernia. at Boston, from 
Liverpool, brought $31,000 in specie. During the months 
of January, February, and March, there willbe but one 
steamer per month. ‘The next steamer leaves Liverpool 
January 4th. 

The steamer Kenshaw, Captain Clhiase, from Col um- 
hia for Charleston, 5. C. with 966 bales of cotton, took 
fire on the Mthinst. and was eutirely consumed. 


Tus New Yors Ciry Tracer Society realized al 
must us much as Ole Bull at their meetlhag on Wednes~” 
| day evening lasi, viz. $2 571.15. It is posstbie the bene- 
fit resulting may be quiie equal to what was derived lrom 
the sweet sounds of his viviia. and, three hundred years 
old though it be—quile as permanent too—aye, and hav- 
ing much more of that precivus quality of being Shoubly 
blessed—blessing him that gives and him that takes.” 





Tue Fourter Association of Jefferson county, N. 
| York, who number about three hundred, will emlgraie 
to the southern partof Iowa on the 7ih of April next, 
the birth day of Fourier. ‘They have recentiy com- 
menced a paper at Watertown, called the “lowa Lio- 
neer Phalany.” ‘hey have sent au agent to Europe tu 
nduce people to join them. 

‘THE WAGES OF Facrory airns. The Cincinnan At- 
las speaking of a factory in that city for the Tmanulace 
ture of cotton bagging in which 55 girls and 45 men are 
employed says: A little girl at this estabushment quits 
work on Saturday at 2o’clock, having woven thirty cuts, 
equal to 1530 yards, from Monday morning, tor whic h 
she was paid twenty cents per cul, being six dollars fur 
less than as many days employment. 


Texas. Galveston dates to the 16th, received at N 
Orleans, furnish nuthing of iiterest. 


Votcante Ervrrion. Mount Etna broke forth on the 
night of the 19th November, and by the 20ih a stream 
of burning lava two miles wide was descending towards 
the town of Bronte, but it afterwards turned towards 
the road to Palermo, It bids fair, says the Malta paper 
of the 25:h of Nov., to be the must magnificent eruplon 
of the last century. 











